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THE THIRD EDITION. 

TH E two former Editions of 
The Letters concerning 
Taste, having been fome time out 
of Print, and a Demand being ftill 
,made for them by the Publick, I 
have prevailed on the Author to let 
them pafs the Prefs again, and to 
fubjoin a few Eflays feleded from 
many others, on fimilar Subjeds, 
which were pubHfhed lome Years 
ago in periodical Papers, 

He did not intend at firft that 
either the Letters or the Essays 
{hould be known to be written by 
him; but feveral of his Friends 

having 




ADVERTISEMENT. 

having made the Difcovery, and 
they and others, whom it was no 
fmall Credit to pleafe, having ex- 
pre^d their ApprobiRtion he, feared 
it might look like AiFedtation to 
conceal any longer how high a Re- 
gard he had for their favourable 
Opinion, and therefore, after an en- 
deavour to make this Edition more 
correfk than the former, he was 
induced to acknowledge them as 
Bfe own. 
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LETTER I. 
To EUPHEMIUS. 

WHENCE comes it, Euphe- 
Mius, that you, who are feel-- 
ingly alive to each fine Senfa- 
tion that Beauty, or Harmony gives the 
Soul, fhould fo often aflert, contrary to 
what you daily experience, that Taste 
is governed by Caprice^ and that Beauty 
is reducible to no Criterion ? I am afraid 
your Generofity in this Inftance is greater 
than your Sincerity, and that you are wil- 
ling to compliment the circle of your 
Friends, in giving up by this Conccflion 

B that 
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2 LETTER I. 

that envied Superiority you might claim 
Over them, fbould it be acknowledged 
that thofc uncommon Emotions of Plea- 
fure, which arife in yqur Breaft upon the 
Obfervation of moral or natural Elegance, 
were caufed by a more ready and intimate 
Perception of that univcrfal Truth, which 
the all-perfe(3: Creator of this harnxo- 
hious Syftem ordained to be the Venus 
of every Objedt, whether in the Material 
World ; in the imitative Arts ; or in 
living Charadters and Manners. How ir- 
reconcileable are your Doctrines to the 
Example you afford vs ! Hawever, fince 
you prefs me to juftify your Pradice 
againft your Declarations, by ^ving a De- 
finition of what is meant by Taste, I 
ihall not avoid the invidious Office of 
pointing out your fuperior Excellence to 
others, by proving that Truth andBEAtr- 
TY are coincident, and that the warmeft 
Admirers of thefa Celestial Twins, 
have confequently Souk more nearly allied 
to aeth^rial Spirits of a higher Order. The 
e&ft of a good Taste fe that inftantane- 
ous Glow of Pleafure which thrills thro^ 
our whote Fr-ame, and feizes upon the Ap^ 

plaufe 
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LETTER I. 3 

plaufeof the Heart, before the intelleftaai 
Power, Reafon, can defceiid from the 
Throne of the Mind to ratify it's Appro- 
bation, either when we receive into the 
Soul beautiful Irfiages thro* the Organs of 
bodily Senfes ; or the Decorum of an 
amiable Charader thro* the Faculties of 
morar Perception 5 or when we recall, by 
the imitative Arts, both of them thro' the 
intermediate Power of the Imagination. 
Nor is this delightful and immediate 
Senfation to be excitecj in van undiftcm- 
pered Soul, but by a Chain of Truths, 
dependent upon one another till they ter- 
nrinate in the hand of the Divine Com- 
poser of the whot^. Let us caft our Eyes 
firft upon the Objects of the Material 
World. A rural Profpedt upon the vtrj 
firft Glance yields a grateful Emotion in 
the Breaft, when in a Variety of Scenes' 
there arifes from the whole one Order, 
whofe different Parts will be found, by 
th^ critical Eye of Contemplatbrt, to re- 
late mutually to one another, and each 
eiramrnfed apart, fo be productive of the 
Noce^rifesv the Conveniencics, and Emol 
lunKmB of Life» Suppofe you was to 
; B 2 behold 
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behold from an Eminence, thro' a fmall 
range of Mountains covered with Woods, 
feveral little Streams gufhing out of Rocks, 
fome gently trickling over Pebbles, others 
tumbling from a Precipice, and a few glid- 
ing fmoothly in Willow- fliaded Rivulets 
thro* green Meadows, till their tributary 
Waters are all collected by fome River 
God of a larger Urn, who at fome few 
Miles diftance is loft in the Ocean, which 
heaves it's broad Bofom to the Sight, and 
ends the Profpedl: with an immenfe Ex- 
panfe of Waters. Tell me, Euphemius, 
would not fuch a Scene captivate the 
Heart even before the intelledual Powers 
difcover Minerals in the Mountains ; fu- 
ture Navies in the Woodsy Civil and Mi- 
litary Architecture in the Rocks ; healing 
Qualities in the fmaller Streams ; Fertility, 
that the larger Waters diftribute along 
their ferpcntifing Banks ; Herbage for Cat- 
tle in the Meadows ; and laftly, the more 
eafy Opportunities the River affords us to 
convey to other Climates the Superfluities 
of our own, for which the Ocean brings 
us back in Exchange what we {land in 
need of from theirs. Now to heighten 

this 
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this beautiful Landfcapc, let us throw in 
Corn Fields, here and there a Country 
Seat, and, at proper Diftances, fmall 
Hamlets, together with Spires and Towers, 
as Milton defcribes them, 

bofom'd high in tufted Trees." 
Does not an additional Rapture flow in 
from this Adjunft, of which Reafon will 
afterwards difcover the latent Caufe in the 
fame manner as before. Your favourite 
Architecture will not fall to afford lefs re- 
markable Inftances, that Truth, Beauty, 
and Utility are infeparable. You very 
well know that every Rule, Canon, and 
Proportion in building did not arife from 
the capricious Invention of Man, but from 
the unerring Didlates of Nature, and that 
even what are now the ornamental Parts 
of an Edifice, originally were created by 
Neceflity ; and are flill difpleafing to the 
Sight, when they are difobedient, if I may 
ufe that moral Expreffion, to the Order, 
which Nature, whofe Laws cannot be re- 
pealed, firft gave to fupply that Neceflity, 
Here I appeal to your own Breaft ^ and 
let me continue the Appeal by afking you 
^concerning another Science analogous to 
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this, which is founded upon as invariable 
Principles : I mean the Science of living 
well, in which you are as happily learned 
as in the former. Say then, has not every 
amiable Charadter, with which you have 
been enamoured, been proved by a cool 
]pxamination to contain a beautiful Pro* 
portion, in the Point it was placed in, re- 
lative to Society ? And what is it that con- 
ftitutes Moral Deformity, or what we call 
Vice, but the Difproportion which any 
Agent occafions, in the Fabric of Civil 
Community, by a Non-compliance to the 
general Order which fhould prevail in it ? 
As the Arts of Painting, Sculpture, and 
Poetry are imitative of ihefe, their Excel- 
lence, as Aristotle obferves, confifts in 
Faithfulnefs to their Original : nor have 
they any primary Beauty in themfelves, 
but derive their fhadowy Exiftence in a 
< immetic Tranfcript from Objefls in the 
Material World, or from Paflions, Cha- 
raders, and Manners. Neverthelefg that 
internal Senfe we call Taste (which is a 
Herald for the whole human Syftem, in 
it'si three different Parts, the refined Fa- 
C^lti^s of Perception, the grofs Organs of 

Senfe, 



LETTER I. 



Senfc, and the intermediate Powers of 
Imagination) has as quick a Feeling of 
this fecondary Excellence of the Arts, as 
for the primary Graces ; and feizes the 
Heart with Rapture long before the 
Senfes, and Reafon in Conjunaionj can 
prove this Beauty by collating the Imita- 
tions with their Originals. 

If it ftiould be afked why external Ob- 
jects afte£l the human Breaft in this Man- 
ner, I would anfwer, that the ALMiGHxy 
has in this, as well as irt all his oihtt 
Works, out of his abundant Goodnefsand 
Love to his Creatures, (o attuned ont 
Minds to Truth, that all Beauty from 
without fhould make a refponfii?c Har^ 
mony vibrate within. But lliould any of 
thofe more curious Gentlemen, who bufy 
^emfelvcs with Enquiries into Matters, 
which the Deity, for Reafons known only 
to himfelf, has placed above our limited 
Capacities, demand bow he has fo formed 
usj I fhould refer them, with proper Con- 

1~ tempt, to their more aged Brethren, who 
may juftly in Derifion be fliled the Philo^ 
fiphen of ultimate Caufes. To you, my 
dear Friend, whofe truly philofophical 
B 4 and 
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and religious Tafte concludes that what- 
ever God ordains is right, it is fuffi- 
cient to have proved that T^rutb is the 
Caufe of all Beauty^ and that Truth flows 
from the Fountain of all Perfeftion, in 
whofe unfathomable Depth finite Thought 
fliould never venture with any other In- 
tention than to wonder and adore. But I 
find I have been imperceptibly led on 
from Thought to Thought, not only to 
trefpafs upon the common Stile of a Let- 
ter, by thefe abftrufe Reafonings and re- 
ligious Conclufions, but upon the ordinary 
length of one likewife; therefore fhall 
conclude by complimenting my own Tafte 
in Characters, when I alTure you that I 
am. 

Tour moji affeSiionate Friend^ &c. 
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L*E T T E R II. 

To the Same. 

T gave xpe no fmall Pleafure to find, by 
your Anfwer to my laft Letter, that 
you now allow Beauty to be the Daugh- 
ter of Truth; and I in my turn will 
make a Conceflion to you, by confeffing 
,that Beauty herfelf may have acquired 
Charms, but then they are altogether fuch 
as are confident with her divine Extrac- 
tion. What you obferve is very true, 
that the human Form (the moft glorious 
Objed:, as you are pleafed to call it, in the 
Creation) let it be made with the moft 
accurate Symmetry and Proportion, may 
receive additional Charms from Educa- 
tion, and fteal more fubtily upon the Soul 
of the Beholder from fome adventitious 
Circumftances of eafy Attitudes or Motion, 
and an undefineable Sweetnefs of Counte- 
nance, which an habitual Commerce with 
the more refined Part of Mankind fuper- 
adds to the Work of Nature. This the 
ancient Grecian Artifts would have repre- 
fented mythologically in Painting by the 
Gj^aces crowning Venus. We find how 
J much 
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much Lely has availed himftlf in hiT 
ihadowy Creations of tranfcribing from 
Life this adventitious Charm into all his 
Portraits. I mean, when he Jide upon 
his animated Carruas^ as Pope poetically 
cxpreffes it^ 

** The fleepy Eye that fpokc the melting SouL** 
You v^ill afk me, perhaps, how I can 
prove any Alliance in this particular Cir* 
cumftance of a fingle Feature to Truth ; 
Or rather triumphantly pufti the Argu- 
ment farther, and fay, Is not this additional 
Charm, as you call it, inconfiftent v^^ith 
the Divine Original of Beauty, fince k 
deadens the fiery Luftrc of that penetrat- 
ing Organ ? I chufe to draw my Anfwer 
from the Schools of the antient Etho- 
GRAPHi, who by their enchanting Artfo 
happily conveyed, thro' the Sight, the 
Leflbns of Moral Philofophy, Thefe 
Sages would have told you, that our Souls 
are attuned to one another, like the Strings 
of mufical Inftruments, and that the Chord 
of one being ftruck, the Unifonoi another, 
tho' untouched, will vibrate to it. The 
Paflions therefore of the human Heart, 

expreffed 
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expreiTed either in the living Countenance, 
or the mimetic Strokes of Art^ will afic<5l 
the Soul of the Beholder with a fimilar 
and refponfive Difpofition. What won- 
der then is it that Beauty, borrowing thus 
the Look of foftening Love, whofe Power 
can lull the moft watchful of the Scnfes, 
iliould caft that fwcet Nepenthe upon our 
Hearts, and enchant our correfponding 
Thoughts to reft in the Embraces of Dc- 
lire? Sure then I am, that you will al- 
ways allow Love to be the Source and 
End of our Being, and confequcntly con- 
fiftent with Truth. It is the Superaddi- 
tion of fuch Charms to Proportion, which 
is called "Tajle in Mufick, Paintings 
Poetry^ Sculpture, Gardening and Archi- 
tecture' By which is generally meant 
that happy Aflemblage which excites in 
our Minds, by Analogy, fome pleafurable 
Image* Thus, for In ft an ce, even the 
Ruins of an old Caftle properly difpofed, 
or the Simplicity of a rough hewn Her- 
mitage in a Rock, enliven a Profped:, by 
recalling the Moral Images of Val(^r and 
fc Wijdom \ and 1 believe no Man will con- 
^^tend^ that Valor exerted in the Defence of 
^1 one's 

li« . 
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one's Country, or Wifdom contemplating 
in Retirement for the Welfare of Man-r 
kind, are not truly amiable Images, be- 
longing to the Divine Family of Truth. 
I think I have now reconciled our two fa- 
vorite Opinions, by proving that thefe ad- 
ditional Charms, if ^ they muft be called 
fo, have their Origin in Nature as much 
as Proportion itfelf. — I am very glad the 
Prints I fent afforded you fo much Plea- 
fure, not only as I wifti every thing which 
comes from me may be favorably re- 
ceived by you, but as they are likewife a 
Confirmation of my Arguments ; for the 
Man who drew them is no very great 
Artift, but being a faithful Difciple of 
Nature, having delineated every Objedt 
in a Camera Obfcura^ he has not failed of 
gaining the uncontefted Applaufe, which 
the Followers of that unerring Miftrefs 
will ever receive from Mankind. My 
EuDociA calls me to adminifter with her 
Comfort to a little fatherlefs Family in the 
Diftria of our Hamlet, therefore muft 
conclude myfclf, 

TourJincereFriendy &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

To the Same. 



» 



O U have often heard me make true 
Conjedurcs concerning a Man's 
Tafte in Morals, from the Choice of his 
Pidlures or the Difpqfition of his Gardens, 
This you atfirft thought a little whimfical, 
till repeated Obfervation and Experience 
confirmed, what I advanced in a former 
Letter to you, that the fame internal Sctife 
taftes for the three different Powers in hu- 
man Nature ^ and from hence arifes that 
Correfpondence betwixt the Sinfes^ ImC'^ 
gination, and Vnderjlanding of the fame 
Perfon. I had once an Opportunity of 
obferving, in fome little Excurfions I 
made a few Years ago, from a celebrated 
Place in the North of England, with a 
mixed Company, how varioufly the differ- 
ent Places we law affefted every Man in 
our Party according to the natural Turn of 
his Temper, We had among us an 
Inamorato, much given to reading Ro- 

ImanccSi who dwelt with uncommon Rap- 
ture 
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ture on a little rural Place called ff— , 
where, it is faid, the famous Sir Philip 
Sidney compofed his Arcadia. Here 
Enthufiafm feized our romantic Lover, 
whilft the reft of our Company felt only 
the calm Senfation of Pleafure. Nor was 
it long before it came in my turn to be not 
touched but rapt^ and toj^<f/that aetherial 
Glow of Admiration, at the Sight of a 
neighbouring Villa to Scarborough. 
You know I love the Comforts of do- 
raeftic Life and the Charms of Contem- 
plation in Retirement 3 and rather would 
enjoy the Heart-ennoblingTranrportwhich 
the Difcovery of any thing beneficial to 
Mankind, or one charitable Adlion could 
give me, then iht fuppofed Glories which 
all the Royal Robbers of the World ever 
plundered from their Species. From this 
Temper of Mind, mixed with an Admira^ 
tion of antient Manners and antient My- 
thology, you will not wonder that a 
Place, which anfwcrs in Miniature to 
-Lilian's ravifliingDefcriptionof Tempe, 
fhould thus warmly aflFcft me. The Place 

I mean is called E Lodge. It is a. 

fmall convenient Houfe, built in the !7if/^ 

can 
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can Order, at the Foot of two little Hills, 
covered with Woods and flowering Shrubs, 
which for a confiderable Way attend the 
ferpentizing Courfe of a clear cool Rivu- 
let, as if they meant to fhade and protedt 
with their Branches the Stream which 
runs ia the Valley betwixt them. I 
coald not refrain from burfting forth, in 
a kind of poetical Extafy, in the Woirds 
of our admired Poet, 

«« Here gliding thro' his Daughter's honor'd Shades, 
*' The fmooth Peneus from his glafly Flood, 
*< Reflefts purpureal Tempi s pleafant Scene. 
** Faijr Tempe, Haunt belov'd of Sylvan Powers, 
** Of Nymphs, and Fauns,, here in the golden Age 
** They play'd in fecret on the fliady Bank 
«< Widi ancient Pan : while round their choral Steps 
*^ Young Hours ami genial Gales with conftant Hand, 
«* Show'r'd OdorSjBloflbms, fhow'r'd ambrofialDews, ' 
<« And Spring's Ely/tan Bloom ♦. 

Believe me, Euphemius, the ancient Cb- 
rybantes^ when they heard the facrcd 
Flutjes in their religious Myfteries, could 
not feel or exprefs more Rapture than I 
did. Retrofpeftion had carried me on 
the Wings of Imagination two thoufand 

^^^i^/S/^VPleafivesoflmaginaiioDf Book.!. 

Years 
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Years back, and had placed me in the de- 
lightful Regions of Tihejfaly y I know the 

fympathiling 

* I dare fay the Reader will not be difpleafed to 
^have ^Elian's Defcription of ancient Tempe, which the 
Author mentions above, laid before him, in the elegant 
Tranflation of that ingenious Gentlemen, who favoured 
the Public a few Years ago with an Engltjh Commentary 
and Notes (?» Horace's Epiftleto Auguftusy and a Difcourfi 
on Poetical Imitation, ** The Theffalian Te mpe is a Place, 
** fitoate between Olympus znd OJ/a; which are Moun- 
" tains of an exceeding great Height ; and look, as if 
** they had once been joined, but were afterwards fe- 
*' parated from each other, by fome God, for the fake of 
*' Opening in the midft that large Plain, which ftretches 
** in Length to about five Miles, and in Breadth, a hun- 
" dred Paces, or, in fome Parts more. Thro' the middle 
** of this Plain runs the Peneus, into which feveral lefTef 
*' Currents empty themfelves, and by the Confluence of 
** their Waters, fwell into a River of great Size. This 
•* 'Vale is abundantly furnifhed with all manner oi Arbors 
** and refting Places ; not fuch as the Arts of human In- 
*' duftry contrive, but with the Bounty of fponta^eous 
** Nature; ambitious, as it were, to make a Shew of all 
** her Beauties, provided for the Supply of this fair Refi- 
** dence, in the very original Strudlure and Formation of 
" the Place. For there is plenty of Ivy (hooting forth in, 
" it, which flourifties and grows fo thick, that, like the 
'* generous and leafy Vine, it crawls up the Trunks of 
'* tall Trees, and twilling it's Foliage round their Arms 
" and Branches, becomes almoft incorporated with them. 
** The flowering Smilax alfo is there in great Abun- 
*' dance ; which running up the Acclivities of the Hills, 
** and fpreading the clofe Texture of it's Leaves and Ten- 
** drils on all Sides, perfedlly covers and fhades them ; £0 
** that no Part of the bare Rock is feen j but the whole is 
** hung with the Verdure of a thick, interwoven Herb- 
** age, prefenting the moft agreeable Spedlaclc to the 
** Eye. Along the level of the Plain, there are fre- 

** quent 
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fympathizing Warmth of your Imagina- 
tion, therefore (hall leave you to fancy the 
reft for me. However fuch were my 
Expreflions of Plea'iire upon the Occa- 
fion, that fevcral of our Company, who 
had not znUnifon of Soul, began to re- 
gard my Enthufiafm with a cool air of 
Derifion. The next Day's Journey how- 
ever afforded me an Opportunity of mak- 
ing Reprifals, and to pity many of our 
Party for the joyful Aftonifliment with 
which they were flruck by the aukward 
Magnificence of unmeaning Grandeur. 

<* quent Tufts of Trees and long continued Ranges 
** of arching Bowers, affording the moft grateful Shel- 
** ter from the Heats of Summer; which arc fur- 
** ther relieved by the frequent Streams of clear and 
•* fre(h Water, continually winding through it. The 
«* Tradition goes that thefe Waters are peculiarly good for 
«• Bathing, ancl have many other Medicinal Virtues. In 
«• the Thickets and Buflies of this Dale, are numberlefs 
*' Singing Birds every where flattering about, whofe 
«< Warblings take the Ear of Paffengers, and cheat the 
** Labours of their Way through it. On the Banks of 
*' the PiBeu9p on either Side, are difperfed irregularly, 
*' thofe refting Places, before fpokcn of ; while the River 
** itfelf glides through the middle of the Lawn, with a 
** ibft and quiet courfe ; overhung with the Shades of 
'* Trees, planted on it*s Borders, whofe intermingled 
'' Branches keep oS the Sun, and fdrniih the Opportu*- 
" nity of a cool and temperate Navigation upon it. The 
^ Worlhip of the Gods, and the perpetual Fragrancy of 
** Sacri£pe4 and burning Odort, further confecrate the 
" Place/' efr. [Var. Hill. lib. iii. cap. 1.] 

C You 
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You know the many among Mankind 
arc afFefted only by prodigious ASfions 
and Deeds of Heroism in the Moral 
World, and, according to my Obferva- 
tion, have confequently a correfpondent 
Relifh for the Great and Wonderful in 
the Phyfical; Alexander, Caesar, and 
PyRRHUs are their adored Images in the 
one J and Cajlles^ Maufoleums^ Pyramids^ 
Mountains, immenfe plains, and Cata- 
rafts in the other. How natural then 
was it ifor thofe who could pafs over the 
Paradife of our EngliJIj Tempe without 
Emotion, to gape their filent Wonder at 
H — Cajlle ! I dcfire you would minutely 
obfcrve, the next time you take a mixed 
Company into your elegant Colledion 
of Pictures, and read their Charaders by 
the choice of their Pieces* The Revenge- 
ful will find great Excellence in your 
Apollo fleaing the unfortunate Mar- 
syas J the Man, who is fubjefl: to be dif- 
compofed by violent Paffions, will feleil 
out one of Vanderveh's Storms to amufe 
himfelf with j and the Eyes of thofe who 
are ennobled by filial Piety and the de- 
lightful Sympathy of Pity, will drop a 

Tear 
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Tear of Pleafure over your Roman Cba* 
rity. If the Weather will permit I pro- 

pofe to be with you at next Month, 

but wherever I am, you will always be 
prefent with me. Adieu, my dear Eu- 
PHEMius, and do me the Juftice to think, 
I am, 

Tour mojljincere Friend^ &c. 
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LETTER IV. 

To the Same. 

INDEED, EupHEMius, the Com- 
pliments you are pltfafed to pay me 
upon the Obfervations I made in my hfl: 
Letter to you concerning Analogy, would 
not fail to enflame my Vanity, did not I 
very well know that you view every thing, 
which comes from me, through the mag- 
nifying Medium of FriendjQbip. This Re- 
fledtion, it is true, leffens the Satisfadion 
which would flow from a Confcioufnefs 
of Merit, but at the fame time augments 
my Happinefs another Way, by inform- 
ing my Heart how deep an Intereft I 
have in yours. You tell me that upon 
Recolledion, you know of no living Ar- 
tift whofe Life does not greatly correfpond 
to his Performances -, and that you have 
read of very few of the Dead, whofe 
Works do not fliadow forth, by this Ana- 
logy, the general Caft of th«ir Moral 
Condudt*. Homer, we are told by 

♦Voltaire has the following remarkable PaiTagt 
concerning the Character and Writings of the Cardinal De 

the 
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the very ingenious and learned Author of 
his Life, had perfonally accompanied his 
Fancy wherever fhe roved upon the Face 
of the Earth, and Imake no Doubt fuch 
was th^ rcftlefs Adivity of his Soul, that 
he ardently wifhed to fpurn this dull 
Globe, and foar to the Seats of his Im- 
mortals. To contraft his Charader, we 
fieed only cafl our Eyes on his poetical 
Difciple Virgil, whofe modeft Majefty 
in private Life bore fo great a Refcm- 
blance to all his Compofitions. But Monf. 
DE Piles, the ingenious Author of the 
Lives of the Painters, will furnifli us with 
4bme remarkable Examples to this Pur- 
pofe, I dare fay you have often obferved, 
that feveral Pieces of Michael Ange- 
Lo's, which you have feen in Italy, 
tho' finiftied in a grand gout, and v^Jth a 
vaft Extent of Genius, want that Purity, 
Softnefs, and Elegance, which afford fo 
much Pleafure in the Works of feveral 
much inferior Painters. There is a Fierce- 
nefs in the Looks, and a Wildnefs in the 

Retz. Cct homme iingulicr s'eft peint lui-meme dans 
i«s memoires, ecrits avec un air de grandeur, uneiinpetu- 
ofite de genie, et a ne inegalite, qui font Tlmage de fa 
condttite. Dans ie fiecle de Louis XIY , vol. i. p. 6i . 

C 3 Atti- 



Attitudes of all his Figures, which, tho* 
they are indeed corredl, and agreeable to 
Nature in fome Moods, and cannot be 
condemned by the Judgment, are by no 
Means agreeable to the Eye ; and tho* 
they fully fatisfy the Underftanding, never 
captivate the Heart. You might obferve 
at the fame time, on the contrary, that 
Raphael*s> in his firft Manner, for want 
of the life of the Chiaro OfcurOy had not 
that Prominency, nor feemed to come out 
from the Canvas fo boldly as thofe of his 
Rival ; that he was rather deficient in 
Colouring, and preserved too great a 
Samenefs in the Drapery of all his Fi- 
gures J yet neverthelefs blending the Ele- 
gance of the Antique and the Simplicity 
of Nature together, and fprcading that 
undcfineable Grace^ which was fo boun- 
teoufly beftowcd upon him, over every 
Piece, he fcizes at once upon the warm 
Applaufe of the Heart by an irrefiftible 
Force, and the Judgment fearfully fuf- 
pcnds the B^cercife of her Faculties over 
the feeming Deficiencies at a diftance, as 
if each Stroke was the immediate Infpi- 
ration of Heaven, and there was nothing 

left 
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left for the human Mind to do, but to 
wonder and adore. Now if we look into 
the Lives of thefe two eminent Painters, 
we ftiall obferve in them a correfponding 
Similarity to the different Defefls and 
Excellencies in their refpedlive Perform- 
ances. The firft, Michael Angelo, 
lived in the moft reclufe manner, was 
ftridl even to the greateft Severity in his 
Morals, and gave himfelf entirely up to 
the Cultivation of the Arts he profefled* 
Notwithftanding, all his Adions were 
blamelefs, nay rather commendable, 
when examined only by the Rules of Mo- 
ral Reftltude ; yet wanting that Eafe and 
gentle Deportment, which an habitual In- 
tercoufe with Mankind imperceptibly 
gives us, he was fo difpleafing in Conver- 
fation that he was avoided at laft by every 
Acquaintance ; and, whilft Raphael's 
Houfe was crowded with Friends and 
Difciples, the World willingly left him 
to the Enjoyment of his beloved Solitude, 
Raphael, on the contrary, was a Man 
of the World, violently addided by his 
Conftitution to Pleafure, but more parti- 
cularly to the Love of Women, infomuch 

C 4 that 
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that having, we arc told, one Day aban- 
doned himfelf to the Enjoyment of feveral, 
he was taken ill of a burning Fever, and^ 
concealing the Caufe of his Diftemper 
from the Phyficians, he was carried off ill 
the thirty.feventh Year of his Age, to. the 
unfpeakable Grief of all who knew the 
Man, or admired the Artift. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe human Infirmities, he pof- 
feffed fuch a natural and acquired Sweet* 
nefs of Temper, and Complacency in Be- 
haviour, fo analogous * to that undefine- 
able Grace in his Painting, that he was 
univerfally beloved'by all who knew him^ 
and the fevereft Moralift was charmed 
with his Converfation tho' he condemned 

♦ The dark gloomy Colouring we find in the Pieces of 
the Hassans, arofe from the Horror of their diftcmpercd ' 
Imaginations, 

" That furly Spirit Melancholy 

" Had bak'd their Blood and made it heavy Thick." 

Sh AKBSPJBAR^S K* J^hni 

Therefore they made choice of fuch Objeds to paint, at 
weie refponiive to the internal Shade in their Minds, par^ 
ticularly Night- Pieces, where their Souls pbured fordi 
their unconibrained Difpoiitians upon the Canvas, and in- 
dulged in beloved Darknefs. Whenever they were, 
againfl their Choice, employed tipon -other Subjefts, the 
ftrong Shades lowered upon every JLandfcape, and even 
the chcariiil Light of the Sun itfelf was greatly obfcurcd, 
by Genittfca 'which naturally delighted in his Abfence. 

his 
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Condudt *. 1 cannot help obfervitrg 
in this place, and I hope it is not foreign 
to the Subjed:, that frequent Converfation 
with Women harmonizes the Souls of 
Men, and gives them that enchanting 
Grace, which has fo often delighted us 
both in the Addrefs of /evcral of our Ac- 
quaintance> not very eminent for their 
Virtues or Underftanding. I am of Opi- 
nion^ it was this conftant Idea of Delicacy 
and Softnefs, colleded from an habitual 
Intercourfe with thefe fair Polifliers of our 
Sex, and united into one complicated 
Form of Beauty, which, playing perpe- 
tually in the Soul of Raphael, diffufed 
itfcif thro* his Pencil over all his Works ; 
and thro* his Looks, Deportment, and 
Tongue, over all his Words and Adions* 
Such, by the Appointment of Heaven, 
has ever been, and ever will be the Power . 
of ihefe_amiable Creatures! — I have fa 
much Vanity to think you will read the 
latter part of this Letter to Amelia, that 
, wrho efteems 



every 



you, may 



* In the nvo Charaders of Michael Ancelo, and 
Raphael, this Obfervation of ^«/Wi/rfirtV was verified, 
** Inquibufdam virtutes non habent gratiam^ in quibuf- 
** dcm vicia ipia ddcdant/' Lib, ii, cap, 3. 

great 
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great meafiire hereafter feem to pay her a 
kind of an indirefl: Compliment. She 
has often told me, you know, that I am 
one of the loyaleft Subjefts the Sex ever 
had, and, I dare fay,, will not be difpleafed 
with this fre(h Proclamation of their Do- 
minion. YoU may add farther, that I 
think Women arc the Fountains from 
whence flow the blended Streams of Taftc 
and Pleafure, and that the Draught of 
Life is more or lefs fweet as they are 
mingled in the Cup. Adieu. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

To the Sa MEi 

OUfeem to think, Euphemius, 
that I contradifted in Converfation 
the other Day, in a great Meafure what 
1 advanced in a former Letter to you, by 
allowing Cronophilus to be a Man of a 
ftrong Underftanding and great Erudition, 
and yet at the fame time afferting he had 
little or no "Tajle. But according to my 
Obfervation, what I wrote, and what I 
faid, are very reconcileable. For 7 a fie 
does not nvholly depend upon the natural 
Strength and acquired Improvement of 
the IntellcSiual Powers i nor wholly up- 
on a fine Conftruftion of the Organs 
of the Body ; nor ivbolly upon the in- 
termediate Powers of the Imagination ; 
but upon a Union of them all hap- 
pily blended, without too great a Pre va- 
lency in either* Hence it falls out, that 
one Man may be a very great Reafoner ; 
another have the fineft Genius for Poe- 
try \ and a third be bleficd with the moft 

delicate 



28 L E T T E R V. 

delicate Organs of Senfe ; and yet every 
one of thcfe be deficient in that internal 
Senfation called I'ajle. On the contrary, 
a fourth, in whofe Frame indulgent Na- 
ture has twifted this triple Cord, (hall 
feci it conftantly vibrate within, when- ^ 
ever the fame Unifon of Harmony is 
ftmck from without ; either in the origi- 
nal Works of Nature ; in the mimetic 
Arts ; or in Charaders and Manners. 
Tltat worthy Man, and amiable Writer, 
Mr. Addison, was no ^r^/2/ Scholar; he 
was a very indiflFerent Critic, and a worfc 
Poet ; yet from the happy Mixture, juft 
mentioned, he was blefled with aTafte 
truly delicate and refined. This rendered 
him capable of didinguifhing what were 
Beauties in the Works of others, tho' he 
could not account fo well why they were fo^ 
for want of that deep Philofophical Spi- 
rit which is requifite in Works of Criti- 
cifm. He like wife tranflated the Poetical 
Defcriptions of Ovid very eleganriy and 
faithfully into his owr\ Language, tho* 
he fell infinitely (hort of them in his own 
original Compofitions, for want of that 
unconjirqined Fire of Imagination which 

conftitutcs 
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conftitutes the true Poet, Hence we may 
be enabled to account for that peculiar 
Fatality which attends Mr. Addison's 
poetical Writings, that his Tranflations 
fcem Originals, whilft his own Compo- 
fitions have the confined Air of Tran- 
flations. Nor think that I exemplify too 
far by obferving that your Friend Pope 
was a better Tranflator than he was a Poet, 
Many Inftances might be produced from 
his Tranflation of the Iliad to prove the 
Truth of this Aflertion. One I will par- 
ticularly mention, which is the fublime 
Dcfcription of Neptune in the xiii^^ 
Book. 

** In Samothracta on a Mountain's BroW, 
«* Whofe waving Woods o'er-hung the Deeps below, 
«< He fate \ and round him caft his Azure Eyes 
<* Where Ida^s mifty Tops confus'dly rife ; 
** Beneath fair IlMs glitt'ring Spires were fcen ; 
<' The creuded Ships, and fable Seas between. 
** There from the cryftal Chambers of the Main 
•« Emerged he fate ; and mournM his Argives flain. 
** At Jove mcensM with Grief and Furyftung, 
*' Prone down the fleepy Rock, he pour'd along^ 
<< Fierce as he pais'd the lofty Mountains nod, 
« The Forefts fhake. Earth trembled as he trod 
<< And felt the Footfteps of th' immortal God.' 

I chofe 
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I chofe to feledt this Paflage in Pre- 
ference to any other, as the Original is a 
favorite one with Longinus, who had 
the moft Taftc of all the ancient Critics. 
In my Opinion the Tranflation is not at 
all inferior to the Original. From which 
you may infer that I do not degrade Mr, 
Pope, tho' I fay he is a better Tranfla- 
tor than he is a Poet. — I have this Morn- 
ing read over the Latin Poem you fent 
me, which gave me no fmall Entertain- 
ment. The Author has (hewed his Tafte 
and Command of the Stile of Lu- 
cretius, Horace, and Virgil, but 
more particularly of the former, all which 
he has elegantly blended, or, as his Sub- 
je<5t occalionally required, ufed feparately.j 
I thank you likewife for the twoTranfla- 
tions of the fame Poem, tho* I muft con- 
fefs they did not give me equal Satisfac-j 
tion, if any at all. If the two Gentle-] 
men, who have charitably undertaken toj 
do it into Englifh, for the Benefit of thofc 
who do not undcrftand the Original, had 
poflefled Tajh or even common Judg- 
ment enough, to have diftinguiflied that 
the chief Merit of that Poem confifts iafll 
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the Language of it, they would have 
fpent their Time much better by a more 
proper Apph'cation of their refpedive 
Talents, which have defervedly raifed 
both their Charafters, not only in their 
different Profe£Bons, but in the World of 
Letters. Mr. ■ writes me word he 

has a Letter by him from Count Maffei 
concerning Voltaire's, and Hill's 
Merope, which I want much to fee. 
When you write next, pray tell me whe- 
ther the little Group of Figures, I invented 
for you, is yet executed in baflb relievo 
by our favourite Artift Gosset. Adieu. 
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LETTER VL 

To the Same. 

I Find, Eubhemius, you do not tho- 
roughly concur with me in a Remark 
I made in my laft Letter, that " Addison 
** was an indifferent Critic, and a worfc 
*' Poet." But however extend ve my Re- 
gard to the Memory of that great and 
good Man may be, and however inimi- 
table and ctrtzmXy jujily admired he ever 
will be as a Profe Writer, for thofe moral 
and humorous Effays, but more particu- 
larly thofe delightful Allegories his Miifc 
Clio has left us ; yet true Criticifm will 
never allow him to be at the Head even 
of the fecond Clafs of our Englijk Poets. 
You anfwer, that there are feveral PafTages 
in fome of his poetical Compofitions, 
which breathe a Spirit of Genius equal to 
any thing extant, either among the Mo- 
derns or Ancients \ and at the fame time, 
point out the famous Simile of the Angel 
of Dejirudiion^ if I may fo call it, in 
the Campaign : and another at the Con- 

clufion 
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clufion of the firft Adt of Cato. Now tho* 
feleding particular Paflages from a Poet 
is not a certain Method, nor a fair one, 
of forming a proper Eftimate of his ge-- 
neral Excellence, yet as" you fo ftrongly 
urge thefe two, with an Air of Triumph, 
to be the Infpiration of Cajlalian Streams, 
I muft dcfire you to examine them with me 
critically Line by Line, and I dare fay 
you'll own, that both betray a great Po- 
verty of Imagination by an infipid Repe- 
tition of one Thought in different Ex- . 
preffions. To begin then with the cele- ' 
brated Simile in the Campaign^ which, for 
half a Century, has been undiftinguifliingly 
admired. 

<« So when an Angel by Divine Command 

** WithriftngTempe/fsJhakes a guilty Landj 

" Such as of late o'er pale Britannia paft, 

^* Calm diCiAkitnc he guides the furious Blaji^ 

*« And pleas'd th' Almighty's Orders to perform, 

*' Rides in the Whirlwind and dire£fs the Storm.'* 

Now take the fecond Line of each Cou- 
plet, and examine whether the Thought 
is varied. Is not jhakmg a guilty Land 
with a rijing Tempejl, and direBing the 
Storm, and guiding the furious Blajl, the 
D fame 
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fame Adlion ? Is not ading by Divine Conf^ 
tnand^ in the firft Verfe, and performing 
the Almighty's Orders^ in the fifth, the 
fame Thought likewife ? Marcia's Si- 
mile in Cato abounds ftill more with this 
tirefome Tautology. 

*' So the pure limpid Stream when foul with Staind 
** Of rulhing Torrents, and defcending Rains, 
<« Works itfelf clear, and as it runs refines." 

Cato, Aft. I. 

Rufhing T'orrents, and defcending Rains^ 
works itfelf clear ^ and as it runs refines. 
But now having had the difagreeable Of- 
fice of denying, for the fake of Truth, 
this excellent Man a Right to a Pretenfion 
of being a good Poet, Juftice will exadt, 
and my own Inclination lead me ^to take 
notice, that his Tranflations of Ovid are 
as faithful and fpirited, and at the fame 
time carry as much the free unfettered 
Air qf Originals, as any other Tranflations 
in the Englifh Language. As I have par- . 
ticularized his Defers as a Poet, give me 
leave to take the more pleafureable Part 
now to point out Inftances of his Capacity 
as a Tranflator, which I will feled: from 
I the 
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the Stories of Narcissus and Echo, in 
the third Book ; and of Salmacis and 
Hermaphroditus, in the fourth Book 
of the Metamorphosis. The follow- 
ing Defer iption receives the fame addi- 
tional Beauty from the Tranflation, as the 
Youth's Image did from the furrounding 
Waters. 

*' Now all undreft upon the Banks he flood, 
*' Andclapt his Sides, and leapt into the Flood: 
** His lovely Limbs the Silver Waves divide, 
'^ His Limbs'appear more lovely thro* the Tide, 
" As Lilies (hut within a cryftal Cafe, 
« Receive a glofly Luftre from the Glafs *.'* 

Salm. Sc Herm. Book iv. 

The following Paflages likewlfe among 
mapy others receive the fame Advantage. 

[Shame, 
«* The Boy knew nought of Love, and touch'd with 
«« He ftrove and blufh'd, but ftill the Blufh became i 
*« In fifing Bluflies ftill frefh Beauties rofe ; 
" The funny Side of Fruit fucjh Blufhes ihews. 

And 

* lUe, cavis veldx applaufo corpore palm is, 
Defilit in latices : alternaque brachia ducens 
In iiquidis tranflucet aquis : ut eburnea fi quis 
Signa tegat claro^ W Candida lilia vitro. 

Mbtam . Lib. ir. 
Da 
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*^ And fuch the Moon, when all her Silver White 
** Turns in Eclipfcs to a ruddy Light*. Ibid. 

*« With eager Steps the Lycian Fields he croft, 
«< And Fields that border on the Lycian Coaft ; 
«^ A River here he view'd fo lovely bright, 
** It fhew'd the Bottom in a fairer Light, I 

*' Nor kept a Sand conceaPd from human Sight; ^ 
** The Stream produced nor (limy Ooze, nor Wecdsf 
** Nor miry Ruflies, nor the fpiky Reeds, 
«^ But dealt enriching Moifture all around, ^ 

** The fruitfulBanks with chearful Verdure crown'd v 
*' And kept the Spring eternal on the Ground f- ^ 

Ibid. 

«* But oft would bathe her in the cryftal Tide : 
** Oft with a Comb her dewy Locks divide j 
«< Now in the limpid Streams fhe view'd her Face, 
<* And drefs'd her Image in the floating Glafs ; 
** On Beds of Leaves (he now repos*d her Limbs, 
** Now gather'd Flowers that grew about her Streams ; 

" And 



-Pueri rubor ora notavit 



Nefcia quid fit amor : fed et erubuifTe decebat. 

Hie color apnea pendentibus arbore pomis, 

jfut ehori tindo efl, aut fub candore rubenti^ 

Cum fruftra refonant aera auxiliaria Lunse. Ibid. 

•\ Ille etiam Lycias urbes, Ly ciaeque propinquos 
Caras adefl. Vidit hie flagnum lucentis ad imum 
Ufque folum lymphae. Non illic Canna paluftris. 
Nee fteriles ulvae, nee acuta cufpidej unci. 
Perfpicuus liquor eft. Stagni tamen ultima vivo 
Ceipite dnguntur, femperque virentibus herbis. 

Ibid. 
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^* And then by Chance was gath'ring, as (he flood 
** To view the Boy, and long'd for what fhe view'd*. 

Ibid/ 

Give me leave to tranfcribe two Paf- 
fages from the Story of Narcissus, and 
I will refer you to the Whole for a more 
entire Satisfadion. 

*^ But why fliould I complain, I'm fure he burns 
** With equal Flames, and languifhes by turns, 
" Whene'er I ftoop, he offers at a Kifs, 
*« And when my Arms I ftretch, he ftretcheshls. 
** His Eyes with Pleafure on my Face he keeps, 
** He fmiles my Smiles, and when I weep he weeps. 
*' Whene'er I fpeak, his moving Lips appear 
*^ To utter fomething which I cannot hear f ." 

Story oFNarciss. Book iii. 



* Sed modo fonte fuo formofos perluit artus : 
Saepe Citoriaco deducit peftine crines ; 
Et quid fe deccat fpedlatas confulitundas. . 
Nunc perlucenti circumdata corpus amidlu, 
MoUibus aut foliis, aut molUbus incubat herbis. 
Saepe legit flores. Et tunc quoque forte legebat. 
Cum puerum vidit: vifumque optavit habere. 

- Ibid. 

f Spem mihi' nefcio quam vultu promittis amico : 
Cumque ego porrexi tibi brachia, porrigis ultro : 
Cum rifi, arrides : lachrymas quoque fa*pe notavi 
M^ lachrymante tuas ; nutu quoque figna remittis : 

D3 Et, 



38 L E T T E R VI. 

^* And none of thofc attradive Charms remain, 
*^ To which the flighted Echo fu'd in vain. 
** She faw him in his prefent Mifery, 
«' Whom fpite of all her Wrongs flie griev'd to fee. 
<« She anfvver'd iadly to the Lover's Moan j 
*« Sigh'd back his Sighs, and anfwer'd groan for groan, 
<^ Ah Youth ! belov'd in vain, Narcissus cries » 
<^ All Youth ! belov'd in vain, the Nymph replies. 
** Farewell, fays he, the parting Sound fcarce fell 
*« From his faint Lips, but flie reply'd, '^ FarewelL 
*« Then on th' unwholfome Earth he gafping lies, 
'« Till Death fliuts up thofe felf-admiring Eyes, 
<• To the cold Shades his flitting Ghoft retires, 
" And ip the Stygian Waves itfelf admires ♦." 

Jbid. iii. 



Et, quantum niotu formofi fufpicor oris. 
Verba refers aures non pervenientia noftras. 

Meiam. Lib. iii, 

♦ Nee corpus rpmanet quondam quod amaverat Echo, 
Quae tamen ut vidit, quamvis irata memorque, 
Indoluit : quotiefque puer miferabilis, Eheu, 
Dixerat : haec refonis it^rabat vocibus Eheu. 
Ultima vox folitam fuit hasc fpedlantis in undam, 
Heu fruftra dilede puer ! totidemque remifit 
Verba locus : didtoque vale, vale inquit et Echo. 
Hie caput viri'di fefliim fubmifit in herba. 
^umina fiox plaudit domini mirantia formam. 

Ibid, 

If 
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If the ingenious Author of the Difcourfe 
m Poetical Imitation^ had hot made it 
plainly appear, that what is too frequenriy 
miftaken for one Poet's Imitation of ano- 
ther, is only an unavoidable Similarity, 
that will always attend the Defcription of 
the fame thing drawn by two Geniufes 
tho' living in two different Ages and 
Countries, (for Defcriptions are nothing 
but Tranfcripts from Nature, and Nature 
is always the fame) I fhould have been 
ready to have pronounced Eve's Defcrip- 
tion of viewing herfelf in the Fountain, in 
Paradife Lojij to be borrowed by Milton 
from the former of thefe two laft PafTages 
in Ovid, which is exadtly the fame, and 
then concludes, 



•Pleas'd I foot! return'd. 



** Pleas'd it return'd as foon, with anfw'ring Looks 
** Of Sympathy and Love j there I had fix'd 
^' MineEy^s till now, zn^ pin^d with VAIN Defire^ 
« Had not a Voice," l^c. 

Milton's Par. Loft. B. Iv. 

What would lead me too more ftrongly 
to the Conjecture, is, the feeming Allu- 
fion to the Story of Narcijfus in the Ex- ' 
prefSon, pin'dwithV ain Defire. <* For 
D 4 fear 
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fear a Chain of Thoughts fhould here 
lead me to fay any thing difrefpedful of 
that Work which Nature formed with 
mod Tafte, Woman, I will abruptly con- 
clude myfelf> 

Tour, &c. &c. 



LET. 
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To the Same. 

I Remember, EuphCmius, when wc 
were reading over together Lucian's 
Dialogue concerning Beauty, you was 
uncommonly pleafed with that Author 
for calling Homer the moft excettent of 
the Painters *. Which implied, by be- 
ftowing this Expreffion upon the Father 
of the Poets, that Poetry comprehended 
all the Powers of her Sifter Art. But 
I am afraid it would be too bold in any 
Writer to call Apelles, or Protoge- 
NES, the moft excellent of the Poets, 
For tho' no Painter can arrive at any Per- 
fedlion without a poetical Genius, yet his 
Art comprehending only Part of the 
Powers of Poetry, there would not be 
fufficient Authority for the mutual Appel- 
lation. There arc Subjedts indeed in com- 
mon to Poets and Painters, but even in 
thofe very Subjeifls, not to mention others 

whicI:^ 
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which are the Province only of the former) 
Poetry has feveral adventitious Aids which 
maintain her Superiority over the other 
Art. Many Objeds, it is true, fuch as 
the following Night-Pieces for Example, 
may be fo defcribed even by the greateft 
Poets, that Painters of equal Genius might 
produce Piftures, betwixt which and them, 
the Palm of Glory would hang wavering. 
The firft is Milton's, 



- <* The Moon 



«« Rifing in clouded Majefty, at length 

•« Apparent Queen unveil'd her peer lefs Light, 

«* And o'et the Earth her Silver Mantle threw.'* 

Milton's Par. Loft. B. iv. 

The next is Homer's, which Eusta- 
THius efteemed the moft beautiful Night- 
Piece in Poetry, 

S^g i' AT* sy a^m *, &C. 

Iliad lib. viii. 1.551. 

The 



♦ Mr. Pope's Tranflation of this Paflkgc is, in my Opi- 
BJon, faperior to the Original, which the ingenious 
Author of SirTno. Fitz as borne 's Letters has remarked 
before me. I muft add one Obfervation, which is, that 
Mr. Pope has rooH happily digcfted a Line of Shakb- 
sp^ae's, 

' _'*An4 
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The reft are Shakespear*s. 



.« Yonder blcfled Moon- 



«« That tips with Silver all thofe Fruit-Trce Tops,** 

Romi9 andJulifK 

Again, 

^^ The Moon fhines bright : In fuch aNight as this, 
*' When the fweet Wind did gently kifs the Trees, 
*' And they did make no Noife." Merch, ofVen. 

Nowtho*, Iconfefs, /^^ beautiful Strokes 
of the three greateft Poets the World ever 
produced, may be equalled by Painting, 
yet I will prove that one adventitious 
Circumftance might be thrown into fuch 
a Landfcape by Poetry, as the utmoft 
glow of Colours could never emulate. 
This too Shakespear has done by a 
metaphorical Expreffion in one (ingle 
Line, 

" How fweetthe Moonlight sleeps upon that Bank!" 

Merch. of Fen. 



" And tip's luith Silver all thofe Fruit-tree Tops," 
into his Tranflation in this moft mafterly Manner, 
** O'er all the Trees a yellower Verdure fhed, 
** And fip with Siher every Mountain's Head." 

To this I would apply, as Mr. H does in general,' 

the Story of Dominichino's availing himfelf of Aug • 
P^RRACcf s Pidur«. 

ThzX 
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That Verb [Sleeps,] taken from animal 
Life and transferred by the irrefiftible Ma- 
gic of Poetry, to the before lifelefs Objefts 
of the Creation, animates the whole 
Scene, and conveys an inftantaneous Idea 
to the Imagination what a folemn Still- 
nefs is required, when the peerlefs ^een 
of Night is, in the full Splendor of her 
Majefty, thus lulled to Repofe. When I 
onca urged this, to an enthufiaftical Ad- 
mirer of the Lombard School of Painters, 
in favour of \ht Pre-eminence of Poetry 
over his beloved Art, he ingenuoufly con- 
fefled it . was beyond the Power of the 
Pencil to convey any Idea adequate to 
this ; and the ingenious Reafon he gave^ 
why it was fo, gave me no fm^all Satis- 
faction. Painting, faid he, paffes gently 
thro' one of the Senfes, namely, that of 
Seeing, to the Imagination ; but this ad- 
ventitious Beauty of Shakespear's feizes 
the Imagination at once, before we can re- 
duce the Image to a fenfible Obje<St, which 
every meer Pidhire in Poetr^f ought, for a 
Teft' of itsTruth, to be reduced to : How- 
ever, added he, fince we are upon the 
§ub]edt of Night-Pieces, if you will ha- 

zar4 
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zard the Palm of Superiority upon a Sub- 
jedl where both thefe Arts have every Ad*, 
vantage in common ; that is, if you will 
collate any Defcription in Poetry which 
conveys only Objc<fls to the Eyes without 
thefe additional Charms, I dare venture that 
rural Night Landfcape, where you fee, 
pointing to a fine Pidure, the Power of 
the Moon both upon the Land and Wa- 
ter, againft the moft laboured Strokes of 
Virgil or Milton, or the more en- 
chanting Sketches of Homer or Shakb- 
SPEAR. I muft own nothing could be 
more favourable for me than feledting, 
from his CoUedlion, this very Piece, to 
put in Competition with thefe Geniufesj 
as it did not neceflitate me to feek for a 
Defcription on any other Subjed, Shake- 
spear having left us a fhort one, but 
at the time the moft elegantly pic- 
turefque of ^ny I remember ; which with 
a kind of anticipated Triumph I repeated. 

<« To-morrow Night, when Phctbe doth behold 

*^ Her Silver Vifage in the watry Glafs, 

" Decking with liquid Pearl the bladed Grafs." 

Midfummer Night* s Dream. 

I could 
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I could perceive by the Looks of mjr 
Friend, when I had repeated the fecond 
Line, thit he thought his favorite Painter 
had equalled Shakespear in the Repre- 
fentation of the Refledion of the Moon irt 
the Water, but, when I had compleated 
the Scene by the third Line, 

*' Decking with liquid Pearl the bladed Grafs," 

both his Heart, Eyes, and Tongue con* 
fefled the Vifliory of our inimitable Poet, 
— You know, EuPHEMius, the Reprc- 
fentations of Nature \n ^itr Jitnple Retire- 
ments^ as I ufed to call a rural Evening, 
were my favorite Subjedls ; more efpe- 
cially when the Artift had blended with 
the Truth of Imitation, that undefineable 
Delicacy of Tafte, to which even Truth 
herfelf is often indebted for a more agree- 
able Admittance into the *Heart. I will 
illuftra1:e what I mean by Example. That 
fuccindl Pindure of the Setting Sun in the 
viiith Book of the Iliad^ 

Lin. 485* 
"Now 
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<« Now deep in Ocean funk the Lamp of Light, 
*< Drawing behind the cloudy Veil of Ni'ght." 

PApe's Tranflaiion* 

has very ftrong Outlines, and commands 
the warmeft Approbation oioxxr Judgment^ 
hut being unadorned with other Ci^um- 
ftances, and wanting Objeds to enliven 
the Laiidfcape, the Applaufe ends with 
the Judgment, and never finks deep into 
the Heart. Whereas the following Scene, 
in Mr. Collins's Ode to the Evening, 
being animated by proper Allegorical Per- 
fonages, and coloured highly with inci- 
dental Expreffion, warms the Hreaft with 
a fympathetic Glow of retired Thought- 
fulnefs. 

•' For when thy folding Star arifing (hews, » 
*' His paly Circlet, at his warning Lamp,, 

** The fragrant Hours and Elves, 

« Who ilept in Flow'rs the Day, f Sedge, 
*' And many a N3rmph who wreaths her Brows with 
"And (heds the frefh'ning Dew, and lovelier ftill, 

" The PENSIVE Pleasures fwect 

" Prepare thy Ihadowy Car ♦/* 



• See a Colkdlion of Odes publiftied a few Years ago 
by Mr. William Collins, whofe neglected Genius will 
hereafter be both an Honour and a Difgrace to our Na- 
tion. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps you will here turn a former Re- 
mark of my own upon me, and fay with 
the tragic Poet, 

«« It bears a juft Refemblance of thy Fortune, 
** Aod fuits the quiet Purpofe of thy Soul." 

Young's Revenge. 

and tell me, as you once did upon a fimi- 
lar Occaiion, that I am obliged to Retire- 
ment for the Difcovery of thefe humble 
Pleafures. Perhaps I am in fome meafure : 
but tho' Sorrows have bettered my Heart, 
and rendered it more familiar with Na- 
ture than it might have been in the chear- 
fuUer ffcenes of Life, yet you muft con- 
fefs, that, from our earlieft Acquaintance, 
you always perceived in me a kindred Spi- 
rit to the PENSIVE Pleasures. Adieu, 
my dear Friend, and reft aflbred, that, 
whether I fpeculate only in the Shades of 
Obfcurity, or whether the Purfuit of my 
not ill-grounded future Expectations, cafts 
me into the more noify Scenes of Adion, 
I (hall always remain with the greateft 
Sincerity, Tour^ &c. &c. 



LETTER 
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To the S A M E. ^' 

Df ■■ . 
ID Amelia and feveral otH|r8.i)f 
my Friends in Reality defire, in 
Conjundion with you, that I would fend 
you the little Effay, which I wrote feve- 
ral Years ago, when I was very young, 
upon \ht polite Arts 3 or was it one of the 
good-natured Frauds of Friendfhip, to 
deceive me into the harmlefs Pleafure of 
thinking fuch a Trifle (hould be in re- 
queft among thofe, whofe Efteem I fo 
highly value ? Be it which it will, your 
Defire- (hall command my Compliance in 
every refpedt, and I will therefore tran- 
fcribe the whole from the periodical Mif- 
cellaneous CoUedtion in which it was pub- 
liflied. 

* Nothing is a greater Indication of 
Luxury, the Fore-runner of Poverty,' thaoL 
the Degeneracy of the polite Arts into 
ufelefs Oftentation. The Poets, Painters, 

♦ This little Effay was publiflied in a periodical Paper 
which came out once a Fortnight in the Year 1 746. 

E and 
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and Sculptors have of late almoft forgot 
what gave rife to, and ought to be the end 
of their Labours. Thofc noble Defigns 
in which Athens gloried more than in all 
her Military Exploits, are now little re- 
garded ; and thofe noble Servants of Vir- 
tue, the Arts, which formerly gave In- 
ftrudion not only to the young and unex- 
perienced, but to the old and learnpd, arc 
moftly flighted, and often proflituted to 
adorn Vice, and flatter human Vanity. 
But to lay afide the Severity of the Mora- 
lifl, and talk to the ProfefTors, of what, 
they will think, concerns ihem moft. I 
am fully convinced that nothing would £o 
much contribute to their Fame and For- 
tune, and to make them complete Mafters, 
as an Attachment to Virtue, and the Ufes 
of Life 5 and an Emulation to form their 
Defigns from the Models of thofe ancient 
Ar tills, whofe Works have been delivered 
down to us with the greateft Applaufe, 
and will be to all Pofterity, as long as 
Truth is efteemed the Criterion of Per- 
fedlion. 

Suppofe any one of the Geniufes of the 
prefent Age, whether Poet> Painter, or 
I Statuary, 
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Statuary, inftead of following the wild 
Lure of his own loiagination, or the 
Whims of modern Originals, fhould mo- 
deftly content himftlf to make Prodi- 
cus's Judgment of Hercules In Xeno- 
phon's Memorabilia 'y the perfeSt'BeOHty 
of LuciAN ; or the mythological ^i&yre 
vf Human Life written by Cebes, the 
Subjedl of his Imitation ; I dare anfwer 
for it he would prefcntly excell his Bre- 
thren, and verify this Obfervation, that 
the moft faithful Difciples of Nature are 
always the greatcft Mafters of Art. This- 
Juftice, however, I muft do my Country- 
men, to obferve, that there are ftill feve- 
ral among us *, who, in fpite of publick 
Depravity, retain a virtuous Love for the 
Arts, and, make JJfe the End of their En- 
deavours. A Friend of mine, who is an 
Admirer of the three Pieces above-men- 
tioned, took me to fee a Colledion of 
Pidures, which were moft of them taken 
from the Defigns of thofe celebrated Wri- 
ters. Among the reft I was particularly 

* Hogarth and Wilson have given the World 
fufficient Proofs of as true Genius for Defign as ever 
adoi^ned the Art of Painting, however their ignorant 
Countrymen may have negleSedfuch uncommonTalents. 

E 2 pleafc4 
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pleafed with four, which exceeded any 
modern Performances, I ever faw, in Con- 
trivance and Execution. The Subjedls 
were Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and 
Age, which were reprefented in the fol- 
lowing manner. The principal Figure of 
the firft Piece was a naked Child coming 
into a Wildernefs, fupported by Inno- 
cence and Wonder. At the Entrance 
the Fancies of various kinds flood ready 
to receive it, who were conduced, for 
the moll part, by Impojlure^ Jgnorance^ 
and ^rror s fome few indeed by Reafon 
and T'ruth. Thofe, belonging to the for-;*! 
mer, were the Minifters ofMifery ; thofe,™ 
to the latter, oi Nappinefs. Both Parties^ 
feemed very defirous to allure the ^^^'zaH 
Comer to their refpeftive Dwellings, and 
Doubt and Pleafure were blended toge- 
ther in the Infant's Countenance. — The 
fecond Piece was compofed of a Group 
not unlike the firft. A young Man was 
reprefented walking in a beautiful Garden, 
where all the Trees in full Bloffom were 
arranged in the moft natural Manner ^ the 
Loves, the Graces^ and Pkafures were 
courting his Embrace^ whofe Carefles he 
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returned with mutual Ardor, Beneath the 
Feet of thefe was a Serpent crawling out 
from under a Bordure of Flowers j and, at 
a little Diftance from thence, three or 
four Cupids binding Reafon in Chains. 
Venus appeared above, defcending in a 
Chariot drawn by Doves, with her Ida- 
lian Son upon her Lap, and Indolence 
amidft her Court of infant Vices lolling 
on a Couch below*— —Manhood^ 
the Subjed of the third Piece, was cha- 
raderized by a fedate Perfon in a Vine- 
yard at the time of Vintage. He was 
leaning in a thoughtful Pofture, again ft a 
large OHve-Tree, whofe Fruit was falling 
round him. Ambition ftood on one Side, 
pointing to the Temple of Glory, and Care 
on the other Side, with a wrinkled Fore* 
head, looking at NeceJJity, To thefe the -^r?i 
and Sciences were offering their Afllftance, 
and the Laws protefting them, with their 
written Tables in one hand, and the Sword 
of Jujitce in the other. But amidft all 
this Group, the Figures that looked the 
moft amiable were FriendJJnp^ conjugal 
i,ove, and parental JffeSfion. To give 
^ thefe the moft heavenly Sweetnefs, the 

E 3 Painter 
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Painter had exerted his utmoft Skill; an4 ^ 
fe to thefe the principle Image feemed moft 

attentive, as if he regarded the reft only 

as fubfervient to them. The fourth 

Piece«remains to be defcribed. There was 
^n old Man ftanding in a leaflefs Grove, 
with his unadive Arms folded together, 
as if he was fixed in the deepeft Meditar 
tion. His Beard was long and white, and 
his Garments like thofe worn by thcAlhe^ 
nian Sages. ReJieSlion and Experience 
came behindrhim, and their Offspring 
Forejigbt and 'Precaution went before. 
Reafon^ the great Queen of the intel- 
Icftual Train, appeared in a triumphal 
Car, with the Pajpom chained to the 
Wheels, and 0//W(?« waiting on her Look: 
at fome Diftance Hope and Peace were 
ready to condudl the Sage to thip Temple 
of Death, who fate upop a THrone with 
^ime^ (his Train of Hours and Days at- 
tending round,) and feemed to invite the 
approaching Gueft with a fricndjy Smile 
of Salutation, and not to deter him with 
the Looks of Horror, in which the Guilty 

are accuftomed to paint him. In thefe 

four Pidlures, the Seafons of Life, th^ 

Pajjions^ 
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PaJJiom^ &c- are moft beautifully perfoni- 
fied, and may fervc as a Specimen of 
what was eflecmed ingenious and beauti- 
ful among the Ancients. 

But belides thefe, I was not a little de- 
lighted with another fingle Piece in the 
fame Colledion. It was the Wreck of a 
large Ship on a Rock ; the Veflcl is fup- 
pofed to have juft bulged, the Mariners 
are all in the utmoft Confufion and Def- 
pair, and in the mid ft of them upon the 
Deck ftands a beautiful young Woman 
looking down upon the Waves below, 
where an old Man is expiring with a dead 
Infant in his Arms : the one is fuppofed 
to be her Father, the other her Child : 
the lively Anguifti, mixed with the moft 
tender Looks of parental and filial Love, 
hich fhe exprefles, never fails to raife 
in the Spedtator of this Mafter- piece of 
Art, the moft heart-ennobling Pity, and 
gives us a filcnt Leflbn of Duty and Af- 

feftion. Such Subjefts as thefe ought 

to employ the Time of every Artift, 

where natural and moral Beauty would 

Hbe again united as they were of old s for 

whenever a good Tafte prevails in the 

E 4 cue. 
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one, an infeparableConnedion willtranf- 
fer it into the other j but as long as Super-* 
Jlition ufes Art like a Magician's Wand, 
to delude the Multitude with her fairy 
Creations, and Luxury allures her to re- 
bel againft Virtue^ the Produdtions muft 
neceffarily be monftrpus; difguft every 
undiftempered Mind j and only fuit that 
Incongruity from whence they fprung of 
Priejicraft and Licentioufnefs. 

You fee, Euphemius, how willing I 
am to oblige you, by hazarding to your 
nice Infpedtion the firft Sallies of a young, 
tho' well-meaning, Fancy. If the Eflay 
gives A ME J- 1 A any Pleafure, I dare fay 
you will very foon communicate it to me, 
as I am convinced, fronu repeated Favors 
of this kind, that you will never let any 
Opportunity efcape of giving me even the 
leaft Satisfadion; much Icfs will you 
conceal from me what, you may very 
well know, will afford the greateft. I am, 

Tour^ &c. &c. 



LET^ 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Same, 




T A M quite fick, my dear Friend, of 
X the fplendid Impertinence, the un- 
meaning Glitter, the taftelefs Profufion, 
and monftrous Enormities, which I have 
lately feen in a Summer's Ramble to fome 
of the Villas which fwarm in the Neighs 
bourhood of our Metropolis. You would 
imagine that the Owners^ having retained 
the horrid Chimaeras of a feverifh Dream, 
had jumbled them together in a waking 
Frenzy. In one Place was a Houfe built 
from an auk ward Delineation plundered 

tfrom an old Indian Screen, and decorated 
with all the Monfters of Afm and Africa^ 
inhofpitably grinning at Strangers over 
every Door, Window, and Chimney- 
Piece. In another, we found an old Go- 
thic Building encrufted with Stucco, fliced 
into Grecian Pilafters, with gilded Capi- 
tals \ fuperbly lined with Paper disfigured 
all over with the fat Deities of China, 



and the heterogeneous Animals that exift 1 



only 
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only in the aerial Regions of Utopia, 
Few, very few, did we meet with that 
bore any relation to Proportion, or the 
Conveniencies and natural Emoluments of 
Life. But in all thefe notable Diftortions 
of Art, I perceived the poor proftituted 
Word Taste, was conftantly made ufc 
of to exprefs the abortive Conceptions of 
a diftempered Fancy. From a curlbry 
View of thefe modey Produdtions of 
modern Refinement, you would be led 
to think, that the new Gentry of the 
City, and their Leaders the well-drefled 
Mob about St. James'Sy were feized, the 
very Moment they left the Town-Air, 
with a Chitiefe Madnefs, and imagined a 
Deviation from Truth and Nature was an 
infallible Criterion of Taste. But of all 
the fplendid Impertinencies I ever faw, 
nothing ever excited in me fo contemp- 
tuous an Indignation a3 Mucio's Palace ; 
and yet the filly Multitude pour forth in 
abundant Crowds from the adjacent City, 
during the Summer Seafon, on a particular 
Day of the Week, which the indulgent 
Owner fets apart for that Purpofe, to gaze 
with open-mouthed Aftoniihment at th^ 

fuperb 
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fuperb Nothing of this unmeaning Struc- 
ture. Mucio's Palace ftands about fix 
Miles from London, upon a dry barren 
Spot, where Gqd never intended Wood 
ihould naturally grow, or Water fpring: 
Mucio therefore made choiceofthis Spot, 
in Preference to any other, tcr (hew the 
admiring Spedators, that Wealth could 
perform every thing in the Phyfical 
World, as his wary Anceftors had found 
it would do in the Moral. So to fupply 
what Nature in a profufe Irregularity be- 
ftows upon other Places, but had with- 
held from this, he planted, at an im- 
menfe Expepce, by Rule and Line, feveral 
pretty Walks of Elm Trees, fo engagingly 
like one another, that, at the firft Glance, 
you may know them all to be of the fame 
Family; and obferving that Water is more 
naturally colle^ed into, and preferved ia 
3 Body, in low Situations, Mucio, whofe 
chief Aim, it feems, was to excel Nature^ 
moft artfully catched upon an Eminence, 
in a round Bafon turned by a pair of Com-r 
paffes, or more properly a large Rain- 
water Ciftern of ten Acres, the imprifoned 
jppntributions of Winter SHowers, to pu- 

trify 
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trify by Stagnation in the Summer Seafon. 
The Houfe itfelf, it is true, is biiilt with 
good Portland Stone, before which is 
Jluck on a Portico in the Corinthian Order. 
The Rooms within are large without 
Magnificence; numerous without Con- 
venience ; and fitted up with an oftenta- 
tious Splendor, without the minuteft Ap- 
pearance of any one real Elegance. The 
Furniture is even difguftingly expenfive, 
and ornamented into ufelefs Incumbrance. 
Several daubed Copies of P. Pinini's 
Ruins dangle over monftrous Marble 
Chimney-Pieces, that look like Family 
Monuments in a Cathedral ; and not a few 
fhapelefs naked Pagan Deities, done by 
modern Artifts, fprawl upon Canvas fur- 
rounded with gilt Frames, tacked upon 
Hangings of Gold and Silver TiflTue. In 
fhort, the whole feems as if Mucio had 
been fuffered by Heaven, to fquander 
away immehfe Treafures in this moft ri- 
diculous manner, to give a filent LeflTon of 
Confolation to every Spectator, how low 
foever his Lot is fallen in the Vale of Life, 
that Nature ajnd Propriety will make a 
thatch- covered Cottage ufeful, and an 

Orna^ 
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Ornament in the rural Landfcape round 
him, when this enormous Pile of Stones 
fcarce afforded the taftelefs Builder a dwel- 
ling Room, and will remain, even in 
Ruins, a Monument of Vanity and Dul- 
nefs.— -rl am glad you have finifhed to 
your Satisfadion, the Palladian Bridge, 
you was fo bufy about when I was laft 
with you at ■ I have felecfted a 

very beautiful Parcel of Spar for your 
Grotto, which I propofe to fend in a few 
Days. I am, 

Tour^ &c. &c. 
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L E T T E R X* 

To Eu GENIO. 

I HAVE fent you, according to my Pro- 
mife, EuGENio, that little Philofophi- 
cal Poem, I have fo often recommended, 
written by Sir John Davie s, entitled, 
^e Original^ Nature^ and Immortality of 
the Soul. Wherein you will find the fecret 
Springs of Pleafure and Pain, Love and 
Hatred, laid open to your Infpedtion. The 
ingenious Author, after having defcribed 
tht Jive Senfes as the Inlets of all Objects , 
to the Soul, and the Imagination as a 
Senfe in common betwixt them and the in- 
telleSiual Powers, proceeds to explain, in 
the following Stanzas, whence the Spirits 
of Senfe [i. e. Taste] arife, and how 
they influence the human Paflions. 

But fince the Brain does lodge the Pow'rs of Senfe, 
How comes it in the Heart thofe Paflions fpring ? 

The mutual Love, the kind Intelligence ;. 

'Twixt Heart arid Brain this Sympathy doth bring. 

From the kind Heat which in the Heart doth reign. 
The Spirits of Life doth their beginning take, 

Thofe 
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Thofe Spirits of Life afcending to the Brain 

When they come there the Spirit ofSenfe do make. 
Thefe Spirits of Senfe in Fantaffs high Court, 

Judge of the Forms of Objeds ill' or well. 
And fo they fend a good or ill Report 

Down to the Heart where all AffeSiiom dwell. 
If the Report be good it caufeth Love^ 

And longing Hope^ and well affured Joy\ 
If it be ill, then doth it Hatred movCj 

And trembling F-f^r, and vexing Gr/^i annoy. 

You will obferve from hence that a true 
relifli for Life as well as for natural Beauty^ 
depends upon a right Management of our ^ 
Fancies 5 for if Fancy prefents ObjeiSs in 
falie Appearances to thefe Spirits of Senfe ^ 
the AffeSHom will embrace Vice and De- 
formity with the Careffes, which natu- 
rally belong to Virtue and Beauty. For 
this Reafon the noble Author of the 
' Characteristics warns us, out of the 
Stoic School, againft the Delufions of 
afalfe Fancy, as the moft important Con- " 
cern of our Being *. If you would fee 
this Dodtrlne illuftrated and adorned with 
the mofl genuine Flowers of Poetry, let 
mc recommend you to the third Book of 

* See Lord Shaftefiury's Charaaerics pajjim. 

the 
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the Pleafures of the Imagination^ the moft 
beautiful of all didadlic Poems.. I find 
Ambition has drawn you, from the 
quiet Retirement I laft left you in, to the 
bufy Buzz of Courts and Levees. I muft 
ingenuoufly confefs, that the purfuit of 
Wealth and Honours I (hould now enjoy 
myfelf, for fince the irreparable Lofs of 
all domeftic Comforts I fuftained by the 
Death of my dear Eudocia, I have placed 
my chief Happinefs in hopes of raifing 
myfelf to the Character a long race of An* 
ceftors have poflefled before me j but fqr 
you, who ftill enjoy the more defireable 
Comforts of conjugal Love, to leave the 
enchanting Converfation of your fair ac- 
complifhed Friend, for the dull Jargon of 
Bufinefs, is an exchange infinitely to your 
Lofs. If Fancy has drefiTed up domeftic 
Happiness in the Robes of Office, be- 
lieve me (he plays the Spirits of Senfe 
very falfe, and let me warn you betimes, 
left your Fate fhould be the fame as that 
of a noble Arabian I have heard related. 
The Story is this. There dwelt at Izra 
a young Nobleman named Miravan, 
who was blefled with Health,Wit,Beauty, 

and 



L E T T E R X. 6s 

and a fufficient Competency of the good 
Things of this World, which for fortie 
Years he enjoyed with the moft uninter- 
rupted Satisfadion, till one Day walking 
among the Tombs of his^Anceftors, be 
obferved upon one of theni the following 
Infcription, almoft erafed by Time j 

Im this tomb is a greater treasure 

THAN CR9ESUS EVER POSSESSED. 

Inflamed immediately with the very luft 
of Avarice, he caufed the ponderous and 
marble Jaws (as Shakespear calls them) 
of his Anceftor's Sepulchre to be opened; 
when entering with rapturous Expc(9:ation 
of finding immenfeTreafures,he was ftruck 
fpeechlefs with Difappointment to behold 
nothing but a Heap of Bones, Duft, and 
Putrefadion, with this Infcription over it: 

^ Here would have dwelt ETERNAL 
REPOSE A treasure Croesus never 
possessed which thou hast driven hence 
being excited by an insatiable love 

of GOLD to disturb the SACRED REMAINS 
OF THY PROGENITORS. HaD NOT THY 
REASON BEEN DELUDED BY A FALSE FANCY 
SHE WOULD HAVE TOLD THEE THAT TH£ 
F OR,AVE 
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GRAVE CONTAINS -NOTHING BUT DUST AND 
ASHES. 

Adieu, my dear Eugenio, and build 
no Expeftations but upon the Rock of 
Certainty. 1 am, 

Tour, &c* 



LET- 
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LETTER XI. 

To EUPHEMIUS. 

I AM greatly pleafed, Eixphemius, 
that you was of the fame Opinion as 
myfelf, in a late Converfation, that no* 
thing would vitiate a Man's ^ajie for 
Poetry more, than frequently reading the 
Italian Poets. Their forced AUufions, 
their tinfel Concetti^ and perpetual AiFec- 
tation of hunting for pretty Thoughts in- 
difcriminately upon every Subjcft, are fo 
many Deviations from good Writing," 
which degrade the Dignity of Heroic^ 
and totally deftroy the Simplicity of Pq/io" 
ral Poefy. Sir Philip Sidney's Arca-; 
DiA affords a fufficient Example hbw^ 
much the fineft Genius may be corrupted' 
by a toQ familiar Intercourfe with thofc'', 
exotic Triflers. I do not mean by this io ' 
extend my Cenfure to every Part of their' 
poetical Compofitions, as tliere are many 
beautiful Paflages in Tasso's Jerusalem 
in one Species, and in his Aminta ita 
F 2 the 
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This Lion (as Theseus fays of his Brother 
in Shakespear's Midfummer Nighfs 
Dream) is a very gentle Beajiy and of a 
good Confcience. But I cannot difmifs this 
Paflage without noticing the Merit of 
the Amsterdam Editor of 1732, who 
founds' this ingenious explanatory Note 
upon the poor Word Cofi. Nell ijieffb tnodo 
(fays ht) or forfe meglio : quandofa Coji^ 
cio e quando rugge. It may cafily be 
conceived how a luxuriant Fancy may in 
the Heat of poetic Rapture glow up into 
Nonfenfe ; but how a Commentator can 
coolly explain it afterwards is beyond my 
Undcrflanding to account for. 

I fhould be glad if fome of thofe 
Gentlemen, who are fo willing to believe 
the Superiority of the Italian Poets over 
their own Countrymen, would collate 
Fletcher's Faithful Shepherdefs^ and 
Milton's Comusy with the abovemcn- 
tioned Pieces, and impartially confider the 
full Merit of both. 1 dare fay they would 
find this Branch of Laurel, which thofe 
two great Men have fo fuccefsfully tranf* 
planted frorri Italy, flourifties better in 
our own temperate Climate, than on the 

Banki 
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Banks of the Tiber. Buti as the Faith- 
ful Shepherdess is more prccifely a 
dramatic paftoral Poem than Comus, ancj 
the firft too that was attempted in our Lan** 
guage, I would reft the Contention upon 
that alone. If they defcend to particular 
Paflages, the following may fafely te 
put in Competition both for Tafte and 
Moral, with any they can produce from' 
their favorite Authors. After the Satyr 
has left Clorin, the Faithful Shepher- 
defs, fhe breaks out into the following 
Soliloquy. 

AH my Fears go with thee. 
What Greatnefs, or what private hidden Power 
Is there in me to draw Submiflion 
From this rude Man or Beaft ? Sure I am mortal : 
The Daughter of a Shepherd ; he was mortal : 
And flie that bore me mortal : prick my Hand 
And it will bleed ; a Fever (hakes me, arid 
The felf-fame wind that makes theyoung Lambs (hrink 
Makes me a-c6ld : my Fear fays I am mortal : 
Yet I have heard, my Mother told it me. 
And now I do believe it, if I keep 
My Virgin FlowV uncropt, pure, chafte, and fair, . 
No Goblin, Wood-God, Fairy, Elf, or Fiend, 
Satyr, or other Pow'r that haunts the Grove, 
Shall hurt my Body, or by vain Illufion, 
Draw me to wander after idle Fires % 

F 4 Or 
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Or Voices calling me in dead of Night, 

To make me follow, and to tole me on 

Thro' Mire and {landing Pool, to find my Ruin : 

tlfe why fliould this rough thing, who never knew 

banners nor fmooth Humanity, whofe Heats 

Arc rougher than himfelf, and more mifhapcn. 

Thus mildly kneel to me ? Sure there's a Pow'r 

III that great Name of Virgin, that binds faft 

All rude uncivil Bloods, all Appetites . 

l^hat break their Confines. Ad« I* 

Perigot's Declaration, of the Purity ' 
of his Love to Amoret, and the Chaftity 
of his Intentions, is not with lefs Tafte 
defer ibed in the fame Adl, not for- 
getting how ingenioufly the Poet hgs 
a^vailed himfelf of the Prejudices imbibed 
in Infancy concerning ipvifible Powers. 

O do not wrong my honeft fimple Truth: 
Myfelf and my Affcftions arc as pure 
As thofe chafte Flames that burn before the Shrine 
Ofthechafte Dian : Only my Intent 
To draw you thither was to plight our Troths 
With interchange of mutual chafte Embraces, 
Ai^d ceremonious tying of our Souls : 
For to that holy Wood is confecrate 
A virtuous Well, about whofe flow'ry Banks 
The nimble-footed Fairies dance their Rounds 
By the pale ^oon-fiiine, dipping often times 

Their 
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Their ftolen Children, fo to make *em free 
From dying Flefh, and dull Mortality ; 
By this fair Fount hath many a Shepherd fworn. 
And given away his Freedom, many a Troth 
Been plight, which neither Envy, nor old Time 
Could ever break, with many a chafte Kifs given 
In Hope of coming Happincfs. Afl. L 

And Amarillis's Defcription of the 
fullen Shepherd, his Dog, and his Flocks, 
is as elegant. When I here fay elegant, 
I would not be underftood to mean that 
the Objeds delcribed arc fo, I mean the 
Defcription only ; for Poetry, as well as 
Painting, being an Imitative Art, a Poet 
may (hew as much Ingenuity and Tafte 
in the Defcription of a Defart, as in that 
of the moft flowVy Landfcape. 

There is a Shepherd dwells 
Down by the Moor, whofe Life hath ever (hown^ 
More fullen Difcontent thanSATURN'sBrow, 
When he fits frowning on the Births of Men : 
One that doth wear himfelf away in Loneaels, 
And never joys, unlefs it be in breaking 
The holy plighted Troths of mutual Souls : 
One that Lufts after every fev'ral Beauty, 
But yet was never known to love or like, 
Were the Face fairer and more full of Truth 

Than 
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Than Phoebe in her Fullnefs, or the Youth 
Of fmooth Ly jEUs i whofe nigh-ftarv'd Flocks 
Are always fcabby, and infeft all Sheep 
They feed withal, whofe Lambs are ever laft 
And die before their weaning, and whofe Dog 
Looks like his Matter, lean, and full of Scurf, 
Not caring for the Pipe or Whiflle. Aft. 1. 

To dwell upon every Beauty in this Piece 
would be to tranfcribe the whole. I fhall 
therefore only add, that all Men of Genius, 
fince the ' Death of the great Author, 
have concurred in applauding this moft 
excellent Performance. As I have fo 
warmly fpoken of this Play, give me 
Leave to. recommend to you the addi- 
tional Pleafure, when you next read it, of 
perufingthe Notes of the laft Editor, Mr. 
Seward, who has made fome happy 
Emendations in the Text, and very appo- 
fitely illuftrated his Author with feveral 
fimilar Paffages from Homer, Theocri- 
tus, Virgil, Spenser, Shakespear, 

and Milton Notwithftanding what 

I have faid concerning the Italian^y I 
hope my Compliments won't be unac- 
ceptable to our ingenious Friend, whom 
we call Petrarch, in his Retirement 

in 
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in the Vale of , known among us by 

the Name of Valclusa, and bis amiable, 
I may fay, his enchanting Laura. Adieu. 

Tour^ &c. &c. 
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L E t T E R XII. 

To Philemon^ 

I Have been feveral Days, my dear Phi- 
lemon, feeding my Eyes with thofc 
delicious Remains of ancient Architefture, 
the Ruins of Palmyra, with which 
thofevery ingenious Gentlemen Mr. Daw- 
kins and Mr. Wood, who made a Voyage 
into Asia on Purpofe, with the much to 
be lamented Mr. Bou verie, have fo great- 
ly entertained the Public. I am almoft per- 
fuadedthat Longinus himfelf muft have 
been the Architedl of the Temple of the 
Sun. There is fomething fo fublime in 
that View of the grand Entrance, and the 
noble Perfpedlive behind it -, and fo ana- 
logous to his capacious Conceptions of 
Greatnefs in poetical Compofitions 5 that 
many a one, with a Fancy lefs warm than 
mine, joined to a Temper fomewhat more 
dogmatical, would pronounce it abfolute- 
ly to be the Work of that great Genius, 
and endeavour to fupport his Opinion, 
like a modern Controverfialift, with a 

hundred 
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hundffcd notable Conjedlures tacked toge- 
ther with Shreds of ancient Hiftory. I 
muft own I was greatly furprized that 
among this prodigious Heap of magnifi- 
cent Ruins, there fhould be found only 
four Ionic Pillars, and all the reft (hould 
be of the Corinthian Order. The 
Deteftation the Palmyrenes bore to 
the Romans might be a ftrong Reafon 
there (hould be none of the Tuscan ; 
by why one Grecian Order (hould be 
fo little ufed, and the other totally neg- 
leded, feems not fo ea(ily to be account- 
ed for, efpecially too when the Ionic was 
more in ufe, thro* Asia Minor and the 
neighbouring Countries to Palmyra, 
than both the other two joined together. 
*Tis true, indeed, the Simplicity of the 
Doric would have ill fuited the magni^ 
ficent Structures built in Honor of the 
greater Cteleftial Gods, but might never- 
thelefs, with the utmoft Propriety and 
Tafte, have been applied in Temples of 
the inferior Deities, and more particularly 
too' of thofe who pre(ided over the Con- 
cerns of the innocent Shepherd and labo- 
rious Hu(baiidman. Here not only the 

. plain 
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plain fubftantial Column of the Doric, 
the Canon of whofe Order wasafcertained, 
not by the lofty Cedar, but by fturdy 
Trees of a more common Growth, was 
the only proper Support for the Temple 
of Pan or Sylvanus, but the Orna- 
ments generally made ufe of in that Order 
were fuch too as would be expedted na- 
turally in Buildings of that kind at the 
firft Inftitution of this rural Religion ; 
namely, the Heads and Horns of Ani- 
mals offered up in their Sacrifices. The 
want of this Species of Architefturc 
makes me fufpe£t, that the Ruins which 
now remain were built at a Time whea 
an unbounded Luxury had over-run the 
State, and almofl extinguifhed the natural 
Tafte for Truth and Propriety. The great 
Critic juft mentioned, has a moft beauti- 
ful Obfervation, in his Treat ife upon the 
Sublime^ concerning the EfFcd which im- 
moderate Wealth has both upon private 
Families and Nations, and the fpeedy 
Progrefs it makes to obliterate in the hu*^ 
man Soul, by the Luxury accompanying 
it, that noble and natural Regard for every 
Species of Virtue, which the benevo- 
lent 
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ijent Author of our Being has originally 
implanted in us. "I cannot conceive, 
*' (fays LoNGiNus) how it can happen 
" other wife, but that we, who are fo 
" doatingly fond of immenfc Riches, or, 
" to fpeak more juftly, who idolize them, 
*^ fhould receive into our Souls thofe 
" Evils which are congenial with them. 
" For Profufion very clofely follows 
" Wealth, or, as we may fay, accompa- 
*' nics it; and the latter having opened 
" the Gates both of Cities and private 
" Famih'es, they enter in and dwell toge- 
'^ ther: where having fettled for fome 
" Time they make their Neft (as the Wife 
*' obferve) and prefently endeavouring to 
''propagate their Kind, they beget Pr/^ 
'* and Luxury J which are no fpurious If- 
*' fues, but their true and legitimate Off- 
*' fpring. Whoever permit thefe Children 
'' of Wealth to come to Maturity within 
" them, they foon bring forth thofeimpla- 
'' cable Tyrants in their Souls, Contumely^ 
'' Injujiicey and Impudence *." Now, Hif- 
** tory will inform us, that in all Empires a 

* Oy ^tj 6;^*' Xoyt^o/XEv^ ^^v Uf wov, 8cC. LoNGIN. de 

Sublim. Page 248. Edit. Pmrce. 

fimilar 
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fimilar Depravity of Tafte for Arts and Sci- 
ences and natural Beauty, has ever attend- 
ed a national Corruption of Morals. In 
the glorious and virtuous Part of the Ro- 
man Republic under the Confuls, what 
admirable Edifices were eredled for pub- 
lic Ufe, fuch as Temples for the Wor- 
fhip of the Gods, Scnate-Houfes, Grana- 
ries and Aquaeduifls ! In the Sink of Vice 
under the Emperors, we hear of expenfive 
Maufoleums, immenfe Circofles, fplen- 
did Amphitheatres, ftately Columns dedi- 
cated to Monfters who difgraced their 
Species, and many other taftelefs Won- 
ders built for the Gratification of humaij 
Vanity. From hence I am inclinable to ' 
thinlc the Ruins now before us were eredl- 
cd in the Age immediately preceding, or 
in that of Zenobia herfclf ; when the 
fplendid Corinthian only could fatisfy 
the Luxury of the Times, which had 
eradicated thatTaftefor Propriety as other- 
wife would have been occafionally de- 
lighted with the milder Charms of the 
Doric Order. Neverthelefs confidering 
a true Tafte for Architecture muft have 
preceded this indifcriminate Magnificence, 
4 and 
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aiid that many of tnefe Buildings too are 
not only Inftances of great Science, but 
likewife often applied with great Proprie- 
ty (for Inftance, among others, the great 
Temple) I could not help falling into the 
fame kind of Reflection as Sulpicius 
makes, in his Letter to Cicero*^ on 
feeing, in his Voyage from Asia, thQ 
Ruins of iEoiNA, Megara, the Pi- 
raeus, and Corinth. Shall fuch in^ 
conjiderable Creatures as myfelf, (faid I) 
repine at any little private Lofs^ when at 
one View I behold the ajionijhing Magni^ 
jicence of fo many hundred Families^ and 
the vaji public StruBures of a mighty King-- 
Mniy all in Ruins before /»^ .^—.Indeed, Phi- 
lemon, I begin to be afhamed that you 
ever heard me murmur! — I am now go- 
ing with a Party of feled: Friends of both 
Sexes to take a Tour of Pleafure to feveral 

Seats in the North of Jkire. When I 

return, you may rely upon receiving free 

* The humane Sulpicius thus apoftrophizes himfelf, af- 
ter the Reflection. Hem ! nos homunculi indignamur, 
9l quis noftrum interiit, aut occifus eft, quorum vita bre- 
vier eiTe debet, cum uno loco totoppidum cadavera pro- 
jedla jaceant? Vijne tu te^ Servi, cohibere^ et memnij/e, 
botninem te ejfe natumP EpiH lib. iv. epift. 5. 

G ' and 
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and impartial Obfervations^ upon what we 
fee there, in the manner you delight in, 
when you defire me to give you myfow 
oj SouL Adieu, my dear Friend, and 
continue to do me the Juftice of thinking 
that my Heart always flows from my 
Tongue and Pen, efpecially when I fay 
how much I am, 

Tour^ &c. &c. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Leon6ra. 

JOY to you, my dear Leonora, dpoh 
the Accomplifhttifent of all your ovrri 
Wi(hes, and thofe of a Man who I be- 
lieve is as dedf to you as yolirfelf j at leaft 
of one \frhofe Happinefs is neceflary to 
coftftltute yours. Vou are now entered 
into that State from whence, as our great 
Poet fays, 

** Relations dear, and all the Charities 

Sfc Of Father, Son, and Brother, firft were knowrf *. 

Give me leave, therefore, as the Tie of 
felood betwixt us may in fome meafore, 
authorize the Freedom, and the Friend- 
ihip we have always had for each other 
ftili mofe, to mix with the unfeigned Joy 
of Congratulation, the uhreftrainable Ten- 
dernefs of a Brother, and Concern of a 
Friend, in giving my Advice to you m 
this Scene of Happinefs. Nor think it 
any Rfefledlon upon the Strength of your 
Hearty that I fhould imagine I could any 

f Par, Loft, Book the 4th. 

G 2 way 
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way contribute to your Felicity by Ad-» 
monition, which is hot concerning your 
Prudence (for, to free you at once from 
any pain of that fort, I really think it in- 
capable of Improvement) but relating to 
the Obfervation of fome inferior Excel- 
lencies, which with the generality of your 
Sex have paft unregarded, but, giye me 
leave to fay, are as eflentially neceflary to 
preferve a Hufband's Defires^ as the more 
refpedable Duties of a Wife. 'Tis not 
enough that a Woman is a faithful dome- 
flic Friend, (he fhould daily ftudy to in- 
veft herfelf with a hundred little enchanting 
Graces, fuitable to the Difpofition of the 
Man fhe marries, if (he would ftill retaia 
thofe unfpeakable Charms, conceived only 
by Lovers, with which fhe originally cap- 
tivated his Heart. This grand Secret, my 
dear Sifter, lies io this fhort Precept, 
Never, lofe the Mijirefs in the Wife ; a Text 
of Bullion Senfe, which an Effay Writer 
would wire-draw into twenty glittering 
Pages. . But as my Defign is, not to gain 
your Applaufe of my Talent as a Writer, 
but to give a Hint for the Promotion of 
yout Happinefs 5 to fay more will be un- 

neceffary, 



r. 




f 



neceflary, to fay lefs would be un affec- 
tionate. I know fome of our Friends 
would rally me for laying fo great a flrefs 
upon minute Embellilliments of Mind and 
Body ; but I would foon flop the Laugh- 
ter of thofe Gain-fayers by the following 
Fable, the Truth of whofe Moral is as 
old and certain as the Foundation of the 
World, tho' the Story is my own Inven- 
tion* Psyche, a Virgin born in the 
Ifland of Cyprus, grew enamoured of 
Cupid the Son of Venus. After making 
fome unfuccefsful Attempts to infpire the 
little God with a mutual Paflion> flie re- 
tired from the World to vent her Com- 
plaints in melancholy Solitude, There 
dwelt not far from Paphos, the Metro- 
polis of the Country, a Nymph called 
Taste, a Daughter of one of the Graces, 
to whom the Virtues, Arts, Sciences, 
and even the Goddess of the ifland her- 
felf often reforted. For without the Af- 
fiftance of fome fecret Charms flie be- 
flowed upon them, tho' they perhaps 
might fometimes coldly fatisfy the Worlds 
their Endeavours to enchant it were always 
inciJeiStuaK Hither Psyche repaired, and 
G 3 having 
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having difcovercd the Caufe of her UneafJ- 
nefs, fupplicatcd the Nymph in the mqft 
humble manner to relieve her DiftrefTes. 
Taste, who never refufed to comply 
^yith the Petitions of her ftp^fe Vptafi^s, 
heard the Virgin's Requeft with Copv* 
paflion, and having made up a ^one. of 
the fame Materials with which fhe h^d 
formerly compofed the.Ceftus pf Venus^ 
gave it her with the following Injundioris: 
" Take, faid.flie, my dear Psyche^ this 
'^ magic Zone, and wear It perpetually 
" roun4 you, from whoJfe latent Folds 
". fuch an unfpeakable Ppw^r ihaU be 
*^ added to your natural C^iarnis, that (he 
•5 difdainful God of foft Defires fhall ng(: 
" only be captivated with your Beauty, 
*^ as foon as he fees you, hut ihall \>t. re- 
^^tained in a voluntary an^ pl^afurabje 
" Bondage as long as you preferve this 
** myfterious Pledge of, my AfFe^^ion, 
*' Take the ftrideft Care t^ierefore of this 
**ineftimable Treafure, fpr (hpuld you 
" thro' Neglect, be fo un^9rtunate lip lofc 
*^ it, Cupid has Wings^ and will make 
^ ufe of thena to leave you.'' Let it be 
ijufficient to fay, that PsYqHE bound the 

Zone 
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iZqne round her Wafte, and accordingly 
fo far facceeded in her Wifbes, that 
HvMEN in bis Saffron Robe foon pro- 
nounced a happy Union betwixt her and 
the Son of Venus. Days, Weeks, and 
Months paiTedonin uninterrupted Circles 
of ftill incrpafing Raptures. If Psyche 
went into the Meadows and Groves to 
taftc the Tribute of tjie returning Spring, 
Cupid was ever ready to wanton before 
her, and fill her Lap with the choiceft 
Flowers and BlofToms. If £he was in- 
clinable in the Heat of Sunmier to vifit 
the Rivers and Fountains, his Image 
was copft^ntly mixed with hers in the 
floating Mirror. Psyche began now to 
think her Zone ufelefs, and a trouble- 
fome Incumbrance j therefore being one 
Day fatigued with the ufual Sports of 
the Country^ fhe loofcned the gol- 
den Studs with which it was fattened 
round her Waift, and threw it difdain- 
fuUy into the pafling River. Very few 
Days pafied after this, before fhe per- 
ceived a vifible Alteration in the Af- 
fedlions of her adored Cupid ; his Eyes 
no longer languilhed on hers with in- 
G 4 pffable 
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efFable Defircj his Ears ceafed, as they 
were wont, to be ravifhed with the 
Mufic of her Tongue ; and a ciyil In* 
difference foon fucceedcd to the here- 
tofore glowing Language of Extacy. 
By degrees her Company grew evc;ry 
Day more and more difpleaifing to 
him, till at length a total Difguft 
having feized his Fancy, he fpread his 
rofy Wings in Air, iand for ever left 
the detefted Habitation of his once be* 
loved Psyche. 

Pray deliver my Congratulations upon 
this happy Occafion to Aristus your- 
felf, and then I am furc they will not fail 
of being acceptable. 

I amy 

Dear L e o n o r a> 

With the great eft Sincerity ^ 

Your^ &c. &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

To the Same. 

IT gave me uncommon Plcafure that 
my Fable of Admonition was fo well 
received by you and Aristus. Indeed, 
Leonora, I can never think my Time 
better fpent, than when I am employed 
in the Promotion of Happinefs in a Heart, 
fo capable of every virtuous and elegant 
Sentiment as your own. I muft confefs, 
I had an Intention of fending you an Epi- 
thalamium on your Wedding Day, but 
when I began to expreis myfelf with the 
tendereff Concern, andmoft ardent Wiflies 
for your Happineft; I 'found the Mufes, 
who are habituated toFidion, wfere fo 
unpropitious to unpoetical Truth, that, at 
the Conclufion of two or three honeft 
Stanzas, I was obliged to drop my Pen^ 
and offer up, in the Room of it, a free Li- 
bation of the Tears of Joy to the God of 
Marriage. However, as it was not then 
in my Power to amufe you with any 
Poetry of my own Compofition, I {hall 

I now 
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now take the Liberty to fend you, with* 
out any Apology, an old Song, wrote 
above a hundred Years ago upon a fimi-* 
lar Occafion, by the happy Bridegroom 
himfelf. And tho* this old Song has been 
fo little heard of, and as yet introduced 
into no modern CoUecSion, I dare venture 
to pronounce there is in it mgre genuine 
Poetry, eafy Turn of Thought, Elegance 
of Di<3:iQn, Delicacy qf Sentiment, Tender- 
nefs of Heart, and natural Tafte for Hap- 
pinefs, than in all the Compofitions of 
this Sort, I ever read, in any Language. 
But as you and Aristus have the jfaoie 
vf^y of thinking ns this h^ppy Bard, he'll 
prejfently raife by Sympathy an Admirer 
in each of yow Breaft^, and it is unne- 
ceflary for me to bcfpeak your Favour 
any farther. 



V 



A SONG. 
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A S O N G, 

L 

AWAY, let nought to Love difpleafuig. 
My WiNiFREDA, move thy Feari 
Let nought delay the heavenly BleiEng, 
Nor fqueamifli Pride, nor gloopy Care, 

IL 
What tbo' no Grants of Royal Donors 

With pooipous Titles grace our Bloody 
We'll fliine in more fubftantial Honours, 

And to be noble we'll be good. 

. iw. 

What tho' from Fortm^e's laviih Bowty 

No mighty Treafiir^f wf: potfejEs, 
We'll find within our Pittance Plenty, 

And be cp^tent without £xcef$. 

IV. 

^tUl fhaU e^ch l;In4 returi>i,ng SeakTof^ 

Sufficient for Quf Wifties give. 
For we will live a Life of Reafon,, . 

And that's the^ only LJfe to live. 

Y. 

QufName, whijft Virtue thu^ w^ te^d^> 
Sh^U fweetly fonnd where-e'ei; 'tis (^,k?,^ 

And all the Great Ones much fhall wQnder^ 
How (hey admire iuch little Fdlt. 

VLThro' 
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VI. 

Thro* Youth and Age in Love excelling. 

We'll hand in hand together tread. 
Sweet fmiling Peace (hall crown our Dwelling, 

And Babes, fweet fmiling Babes, our Bed. 

vn. 

How fhould I love the pretty Creatures, 
Whilft round my Knees they fondly clung. 

To fee *cm look their Mother's Features^ 
To hear 'em lifp their Mother's Tongue ! 

VIIL 

And when with Envy Time tranfported 
Shall think to rob us of our Joys, 

You'll in your Girls again be courted^ 
And I go wooing in my Boys. 

May all the Prophetic Feelings of 
future Joys contained in this Song fall 
to the Lot of you and Yours ! But above 
all, may fweet fmiling Peace fpread her 
Olive Brandies over your Door, and 
yourfelves thofe other Olive Branches 

round your Table ! My Spirits have 

been very low of late^ which I attribute 

to beholding frequently fome Objedls of 

Diflxifs about me. If therefore my Ma- 

• I , lady 
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lady is owing eitlier to corporeal or mea- 
tal Sympathy, 1 don't know whcrq I can 
find a furer Remedy than under the fame 
Roof with you and Aristus. So you 
may expedt a Patient very foon. I am, 



Tour^ &c, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 

To EUPHEMIUS. 



I Have been as often enraged, Euphe- 
Mius, as yourfelf, at the trite, dull, 
and falfe Obfervation, often made by the 
half-witted Pretenders to Learning, that 
we have no poetical Genius left among 
us. How far this tajielefs Prejudice againft 
our own Times, may tend to extinguifh 
what we have, I know not ; but certain I 
am, that, if this ftupid Reverence for 
whatever was the Produdions of our An- 
ceftors, and the more irrational * and 
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indlfcriminate negleft of our Contempo- 
- rarics prevail, we flial! be ftigmatircd 
ff by Our more difcerning Succeflbrs as the 
leaden Sons of Boeotia were of old. 
For my Part, I am of Opinion, that there 
is now living a Poet of as genuine a 
i Genius as this Kingdom ever produced, 
Shakespear alone excepted. By poeti- 
cal Genius, I don't mean the mere talent 
of making Ferfes^ but that glorious Enthu- 
fiafm of Soul, that ^fte Frenzy In which 
I the Pcefs Eye rowling " glances from 
** Heavn to Earth, from Earth to Hea-^ 
I ** ven,'' as Shakespear feelingly de- 
fer! bes it. This alone is Poetry, aught 
elfe is a mechanical Art of putting SyU 
bles harmonioufly together. The Gen- 
tleman I mean is Dodtor Akinside, the 
worthy Author of the Pleafures of Ima-- 
gination, the moft beautiful di^fiStk 
Poem that ever adorned the Englifh 
Language* Befides this Leader of the 
Mufe's Train, we have others now living, 
who, in their refpeftive Compofitions, 
leave not only our deceafed Poets, and 
thofe of France and Italy hi behind 

theni» 
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them, but even bear the Palm away 
from their Competitors of ancient Rome i 
and, as Homer defcribes in his .Games 
the Steeds of Diomedes preffing clofe 
on the Chariot of Eumelus*, 

" (Clofe on EuMELUs' Back they puff'd the Wind, 
<^ And feem'd juft mounting on his Car behind, 
*< Full on his Neck he feels the fultry Breeze, 
^' And hov'ring o'er thejr ftretching fliadow fees.) 

. Pope's Tranjl. 

they breathe, in the Race, even on the 
Shoulders of their Grecian Matters, I 
fhould not hefitate a moment to prefer 
the Elegy in a Country Church-Tard^ 
written by Mr, Gray, of Peter-Houfe 
m Cambridge^ to the beft Performance, 
in that kind, of Ovid, Tibullus, or 
Propertius. Ha§ Horace any Moral 
Ode fuperior to Mr. Nugent's Ode to 
MAlfkiND, or any defcriptive one to 
Mr. CoLLiNs's Ode to the Evening? 
Mr. Jos. Warton's Ode to Fancy 
would not fufFer by the fame Comparifon. 
Tho' Mr. JdtiNsoN modeftly calls his 
Incomparable Satire on the Vanity of Human 

* Iliad i-^ 

Wi/hes^ 
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WiJkeSy an Imitation of Juvenal, I believe 
no Man of true Tafte, and real Judgment 
would hefitate a Moment to prefer it to the 
Original. I (hould payJV4r* Mason no 
Compliment to compare all the Excellen- 
cies in Seneca together to his elegant 
Elfrida i nor do I think 1 fhould at all 
degrade the Athenian Stage to fay, that 
the Palm of tragic Glory hangs wav'ring 
betwixt the conjoined Merit of Sopho- 
cles's Philoctetes and the * Oedipus 
ColoneuSy and this modern Tragedy, did not 
Shakespear, like a Champion of old in- 
fpired by all the Gods, ftep majeftically in 
to bear it away by fupernatural Power from 
the utmoft Force oi human Abilities. 1 dare 
fay his Monody on the Death of Mr. Pope,^ 
wherein he has imitated the Stile of 
four of our EngliJIj Poets, has. given* you; 
and every Man of true Tafle, pore 
Pleafure than the joined Efforts of all 
the Wits in the celebrated Court of Lfipt 
t]ie Ten^-f-.. There is another little Pie^p; 

* I hope private Friendlhip dbcafnot prcpoficfs^my. 
Judgment in tjiinking our Language will le enrichea^' 
veryfoon, by aft e)egant Tranflation of Sophocles^ ao#^ 
preparing for Uttf -Public, by that worthy Man aiid in-^ 
genious Writer Mr. Franklin, Profeffor of Gceekikil 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. ' ' .. > ♦ 

•f Thefe Imitations of the ancient Roman PoetapAntivl 

* H written 
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written by the fame Author, which has no 
Rival in the Court of Augustus, entitled 
an Ode to a Water 'Nymph. Mr. William 
Whitehead, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Jennings, 
andfeveral otherGentl€men,have^ven fuf- 
ficient Proofs of Talents, which, did a pro- 
per Difpofition of the Tinfies, to admire 
this fine Art, call forth their utmoft Pow- 
ers, would arrive at a Grecian Perfec- 
tion. Thefe Opinions, you'll fay, are very 
bold ones to give under my Hand : biit as I 
think I can fupportthcm byjuftCriticifm, 
I (hall not fear the mifplaced Imputation 
of being particular^ for I am fore I fliall 
not ftand alone in my Judgment. I dare 
fay Amelia will be pleafed at my warm 
Defence of her favorite Poets, and pray 
tell her I fhall efteem her Approbation 
equal to the Applaufe of the French Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and would prefer to 
being a Member of that illuftrious Society 
the pleafure of fubfcribing myfelf hers 
and Toury &c. &c. 

A19TJS St R A D A has preferved In his Academcal ProlufionSp 
where the Stiles or Ltjcan, Lucretius, Claudiaw^ 
wiD, Statius, and Virgil, are imitated by Janus 

yARRHA$IUSyPETfiRB£MBO,BALTHASARCASTlLIONIUS, 

HfiftcuxES Strozxa, JoYiANus PoNTANUs, and An- 
dreas Naugerius^ as he latini2^s their Names. Lib. 2. 
Tfduf. 6. 

JLETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

. To Philethes. 

FOND as I am PniLETHESi, of 
the Entertainment of the Theatri?^ 
believe me I have lately received an AcU 
dition to this favourite Pleafure^ and fuck 
a one as you would have participated ia 
very greatly with me. This was oo Icfs 
than a total Vidory over that invete- 
rate Prejudice of our old Acquain- 
tance Mi lotos, who (like the old De- 
bauchee in Gil Bl AS that thought th^ 
Works even of Nature daily decay'd) has 
fo frequently maintained that the Facul- 
ties of Mankind are much ^inferior to 
what they were in the laft Generation. 
The old Gentleman, you know, till this 
Wiater, has not been in Town thefc- 
twenty Years, and confcquently totally 
ignorant of the laft Reftoration of Nature 
in the Reprefentation of Tragedy. Whea 
I mentioned my defire of waiting on hipi.- 
H 2 to 
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to the Play, he aflentcd to my Propofal 
with his ufual Chearfulncfs, but at the 
fame time fpoke with wonderful Rapture 
of Betterton, Powell and Verbrug- 
GEN, and feemed to infinuate, that he 
fliouM neccflarily triumph in the Superio- 
rity of his Contemporaries over the mo- 
dern Heroes of the Bufkin, But judge 
what was my Saiisfadion after the Play 
was over at his Pleafurable Difappoint- 
ment, when he ingenuoufly confefs'd, that 
Garrick was not only the beft Atflor 
he ever faw, but even exceeded the ut- 
moft Conceptions he had formed of Thea- 
trical Excellence. It has been a pe- 
culiar Misfortune in the Reprefentation 
of Modern Tragedy, that the Subjedts of 
it, by being moftly royal Perfonages, were 
removed by their Rank from the com- 
mon Obfervation of Mankind ; fo that 
our firfl Players, being totally unacquaint- 
ed with the Charafters, perhaps notably 
infiagined that Princes were of a fupertor 
Species to their Subjects, and therefore as 
Bays made his Spirits talk unintelligibly, 
they thought their imaginary Heroes 

(which 



E T T E R XVL 101 

(which they had as little Conception of» 
as the Rehearfal Poet had of aerial Be' 
ings) {hould mouth every Sentence inarti* 
culately. The Generality of Audience^ 
are no more converfant with the Origi* 
nals than the Players themfelves ; fo they 
took this preternatural Way of fpeaking 
as infeparable from the Character of Ma- 
jefty, till by Degrees, as Prior obfcrves 
upon another Occafion, 

*^ Cuftoni confiriii'd what Fancy had begun.** 

and the deep- toned Monotomy became 
the folcmn Manner of /peaking Tragedy. 
This was the Situation in which this 
great Genius found the Stage about four- 
teen Years ago, who, being bleft with 
every internal and external Qualification 
for rcprefenting human kind in all its 
Subordinations ; having, on the one 
hand, a found Judgment, an elegant 
Tafte, a lively Fancy, with the moft 
penetrating difcernment into the inmoft 
RecefTes of the Heart ; and, on the 
other, an Expreflive Countenance, an 
Eye j^full of Luftre, a fine Ear, a moil 
_ H 3 mufical 
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mufical and articulate Voice, with an 
uncommon Power to modulate it with 
eafe to every Tranfition of Paffion, he 
rcftorcd Nature to her loft Empire upon 
the Stage, and taught us by the Convic- 
tioa of our fympathizing Souls, that 
JCings themfclv^s were Men, zndfilt like 
the reft of their Species. — From a Line 
in Horace's Epiftle to Augustus, I 
am inch'nable to think that Roscius was 
among the Romans what Garrick is 
among us, and that 'Quin likewife in 
Contradiflindion may be con£idered as the 
Modern iEsoPus. 

Quae gravis JECopus^ quae do^us Rofcius egit. 

In this place the Epithet Jofftis con* 
trailed to gravis^ the deep Cadence of 
iEsop, means that Rosciua was ^/^/ 
in ^ the Tranfition from one Paffion to 
another, and had a wonderibl Happi- 
nefa in accommodating himfelf to a 
Variety of Charadlers in Tragedy; 
whereas ^sopus was fuited only, by 
his fonoroiis full Voice and graver 
Adion^ to one particular Species of 

Charac- 
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Charafters. The Epithet gravis^ ap- 
plied to,.£sof.U8, ha$ led the Commen-* 
tators. ipto a Miilalf:e concerning thf 
Talents ..of- Roscius: they imagine, bc- 
caufe . the ^ one is called the deep-ca^ 
denc'd Adtor, that the other in Con- 
tradiftiiidion muft have been only aa 
A(ftor of Comedies, Their Authority 
for fuch 4 Suppofitipn £bems. to be. this 

SiCntej^C?. jxf (^NCTILIANi Rosciu^ 
citatiqr^ i^opus gravior, quod ilk co^ 
ma^dias, bic traga^dias egit *• ButQu^iNC- 
TiLiA^,: confideriog the diflaace of 
Time be lived in from thefe famous 
Playe):^ ' might poflibly know as little of 
the Ma^ as themfJves s but that they 
were both miilak^n in this Point may 
be colljadlcd fromTuLLY, their Cotem- 
porary^ ,jvho pelebratesbis inimitable Ac- 
tion as^^ Tf^^^ ^^^7^ ^" ^^ ^^^^ 3ook 
^e Orator e^ as- lfe..had. occafioqially in- 
ftanc'd him, in the precedloig Books 
upoA thp ; fame Subj^ed}:, as tJbf fkult- 
lefs Patttern for the Rcprcfentation of 
human Nature in itq comic Moods« So 

^ f Lib. ». chap. 3. 

. H 4 Excellent 
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excellent was this great Man in the 

Scenic Art, that his Name at length 

became, as we learn from the fame 

Author, the Proverbial Criterion of Pcr- 

feftjon in every Art and Science; info- 

mach that whoever grew remarkably 

eminent in any, was call'J the Roscius 

of his Profeflion. Ifaquc hoc jamdiu ejl 

confecutus^ uty in quo quifque artificiQ ex- 

celkretf is in fuo genere Roscius dicere^ 

tur ♦• Confidering the Delight and Ufe 

that accrue to a rational Creature, from 

I obferving a natural Reprefentation of the 

IPafljons by which his own Species is 

perpetually agitated, and confequently 

the EfFcifl that a well-regulated Stage 

muft have upon the Tafte of a whole 

[Nation, I am pleafcd that both the 22^- 

Iman iLXxA EngliJJj Kosc IMS have been fo 

highly applauded and efteemed in their 

[refpeaive Countries, and that the greateft 

Men in both have not only been enchanted 

kvlth them upon the Stage, but have taken 

[Delight to rank them among their Friends 

un private Society. — I have much to fay 



J 



Cicer. de Orat. lib. t. 



to 
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to you about fomc Italian Buffomry they 
are exhibiting at one of our Theatres^ 
but (hall rcfcrve that tilM have thePlea- 
fure of feeing you, which^ I have the 
Satisfaftion to hear, will be very foon. 



1 am^ &c, &c. 



LET- 
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;X3 T X E R XVIL 
Tq Eugenic. 

GR E AT is the Joy I feel, Euge- 
Nio, that you fo highly reli£h the 
Converfation of my Friend Euphemius, 
more efpecially too as I was the fortu- 
nate Perfon who introduced you to each 
otber^ for which, I mufl infift upon it, 
you are both of you greatly indebted to 
me. I think indeed Euphemius is blef- 
fed with a Grace in Converfation, and a 
T^afte in Society, fuperior to any Man with 
whom I ever had the Happihefs of being 
acquainted. There arifes from the Viva- 
city of his Fancy, the Delicacy of his Sen- 
timents, and the beautiful tho' unaiFe£ted 
Arrangement of his Words, delivered with 
a Freedom of Counjenance and Sweetnefs 
of Voice, fuch an inexpreffible Charm 
as pleafingly bewitches the Attention of 
all who hear him. He can defcant upon 
ferious Affairs with the mofl becoming 

1 .- .1 ^jj. 
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Air of Gravity and ConfideratioD, with- 
out the leaft Mixture of Auftcrity or 
Philofophical Affedation ;. and in the 
more eafy Hours of focial Plcafurc, he 
can raife innocent and inftrudlive Mirth 
from the flighted Accident that happens^ 
and convert the moft common Subjedls 
into a thoufand Turns of Wit and Hu- 
mour. One Would imagine that Sh AKfi- 
SPEAR had been acquainted - intimately 
with fuch a Man, when he drew in fo 
lively a manner the Chsfrader of Biron in 
his Love s Labour's toft. 

«< — ._ ■ ■ A merrier Man, 

*' Within the Limits of bcQoming Mirth, 

«' I never fpent an Hour's Talk withal. 

^ His Eye begets OccafioA for his Wit; 

'* Forev'ry Objcfcft that the one doth cat^h, 

** The other turns to a Mirth moving Jeft, 

^ WMch bis fair Tongue (Conceit's Expofitor) 

V ppliyers in fuch apt and gracious Words, 

V '^trat aged Ears play Truant at his Tales, 
** And yojLtnger Hearings are quite raviihed; 
** Sofwect and voluble is his Difcourfc/* 

Aai. 

But his chief Excellence confifts in ad- 

dreffing 
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dreilihg the Fair, when I have heard flow 
from himy as Homer phrafes it, 

Iliad, lib. r. lin. 222. 

or, as Mr. Pope tranflates it, [Words] 

«* Soft as the Fleeces of defcending Snows," 

which beautiful ExpreflTion Dryden has 
copied and greatly improved, when he 
applies it to the foft SubjeA I am fpeaking 
of, making Leonora, in his Spanifh 
Fryary defcribe the Addrefles of Torris- 
MOND in the following manner 5 

«< But when he fpoke what tender Words he faid, 
«« So foftly, that like Flakes of feather'd Snow^ 
" They melud as they fell." ' Ad. I. 

This foftly Breathing the Fervor of one 
Soul into another, is an Art in which 
EupHEMius is fo happily Ikilled, that 
Infenfibility herfelf, in the fliape of a Wo- 
man, would almoft lofe her Nature ia 
hearing him, and perceive the pleafing 
Infection, would he attempt the Miracle. 
I have often obferved, that this enchanting 
turn in Converfation prevails only in ihofe 
4 ' of 
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I 



our own ^ex, wno nave converfed 
much with the more fenfible Part of the 
other, Otway juftly fays, 

" We had been Brutes without thetn i" 

for let a Man*s Erudition be ever fo 
profound, his Fancy lively, and Judg- 
ment folid, this Grace, which is not 
to be defcribed, will be wanting, if 
his Soul has not been refined, and his 
Tongue attuned to this fweet Melody 
by an habitual Intercourfe with thefe fair 
Preceptors.^— ^ We are told thatVoixuRK 
was as remarkably happy in Converfation 
as in his epiftolary Writings. This 
mull be attributed to his Intimacy with 
MefdamolfellesPAULET and Rambouil- 
LET, and the Countefs DE Sable, more 
than to the Advantage of being a Friend 
to the learned Costar. A Comparifon 
of this Author's Letters with thofe of his 
Rival Balsac, plainly evinces the Truth ^ 
of this Obfervation. The eafy Air, the 
happy Sprightlinefs, and elegant Turn of 
Ex predion in the Compofitions of the 
former, difcover the Man of the World 
educated in Courts, and polifl^ed by that 

advantage- 



tit> LETTER XVIL 

advantageous CoUiiion with the brighteft 
Part of our Species ; whilft laboured 
Language, and an AfFeftation in Senti- 
ment, inform us frequently, without the 
help of Hiftory, that the other led the 
Life of a Reclufe in the Country. Hence 
it appears from the different Produdions 
of two Geniufes of equal natural Tdlcnts^ 
that more Tafte and Elegance in Writing 
is to be acquired in a circle of Beauties 
at Paris, than in a learned Society of 
Capuchins in a Convent at Angouleme, 

» Pray tell the Ladies at that 

I am now more defi^ous than ever to 
get a Corner in your Heart, as I would 
have every Place open to me where 
they enter ; efpecially where they reign 
with fucb unlimited Power. This you 
owe me j for you can never make more 
room for me there, than you will find 
for yourfelf in the Heart of 

Tour^ &c. &c. 



LET- 



[ ilt ] 
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To A R I S T u s. 



IH Av E fpent the laft Week, Aristus, 
in the higheft Luxury a human Soul 
is capable of receiving, I need riot ex* 
plain what that Luxury was, when I 
inform you that I have been with that 
truly great Man Agathocles at his 
delightful Seat in the Country ; whofc 
Accomplilhments and refined Humanity 
ennoble him infinitely more than that 
high Rank he inherits from a Race of 
unruUied Anceftors* Tho' Agatho- 
cles was born to the firit Honours a 
Subject can enjoy, fupported by a For<* 
tune few under Princes poffefs, he nei- 
ther does, nor has occafion to value 
himfelf upon either, any farther than 
they empower him to gratify that moft 
exquifite of all Senfations, which the 
glowing Heart receives in relieving our 
Fellow-Creatures. Did the Great con- 
fider that they -might defcend, like the 

Dew 
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Dew of Heaven, to cherifli defpond- 
ing Merit, to comfort the Affli(5ted> to 
protcft and redrefs the Injured, and to 
iupport with chearful Siiftcnance the 
hclplefs Poor, furely this Imitation of 
the moft amiable Attribute belonging to 
the Almighty, "Is more worthy <jf 
their Ambition than all the mighty Ti* 
ties the fawning Eaft beftows on it's 
haughty Monarchs. The moft glori- 
ous Charader in all the Mahometan Hif- 
tory is that of Omar, the ninth Caliph 
of the Race of Merwan, His Life 
was one continued Ad of Charity and 
Benevolence; a happy Prelude of his 
Reign was feen at his Coronation, for 
Hiftory tells us that he gave from off 
his Back, as foon as the Ceremony of 
the Inauguration was over, his Imperial 
Robe adorned with Jewels of an im- 
menfe Value, even as he was defcend- 
ing down the Steps from the Throne, 
as an Alms to be diftributed among the 
Indigent. O Aristus, I more envy 
Omar this humane Sacrifice of Gran- 
deur to Benevolence, (for the Adiion 
may be conGdered thus emblematically) 

than 
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than the dazzling Splendor of all the 
Lords of the vaft Ottoman Empire ! 
■ But to return to Agathocle?. 

Whilft I was at his Caftle, which, like 
the Queen of the Country, overlooks 
the Subjeft Vales around it, I thought 
myfelf, from the lofty Situation of the 
Place, and the uncommon Goodnefs that 
perpetually reigned there, in Company 
with a Being of a fuperior Order 5 or 
not unlike to our firft Parent, as dcf- 
cribed by Milton, on the Top of a 
high Mountain, receiving Inftrudlion from 
the Angel Michael : and indeed, often 
having entertained my Senfes with the 
moft defireable Produ6lions of Art and 
Science, and my Heart with the Con- 
templation of Goodnefs, I could not re- 
frain from burfting out into poor Eve's 
Exclamation, 

*• How fhall I part and whither wander down 
*^ Into a lower World ; to this obfcure, 
** And wild ? how (hall I breathe in other Air 
** Lefs pure, accuftom'd to immortal Fruits ? 

Parade Lojiy Book the xi. 

Tho' the Tafte of this great Man is 
truly noble and refined in imparadifing 

I (if 
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{if I may ufe the Word) the Region 
round him j in the Col!e<Sion of his Pic- 
tures 5 in the Oeconomy of his Family y 
end the Choice of his Pleafure^ ; a Taftc 
for a fuperior Accomplifliment, I itlfean 
that Grace with which he accompanies 
cfrery Word or Aft of Benevolence^ ^1* 
tradts the more particular Regard of 
Mankind, yet leaves them in Sufpeoce 
-to decide which is moft lovely, the Deed 
of Goodncfs, or the Manner of perform- 
ing it. Without this happy Talent, Mu- 
liificence ftabs a Dagger into the Breaft 
of thofe (he intends to relieve, with one 
Hand, while {he difplays her Bounty 
with the other. This will be fully ex^ 
emplified in the following fhort Story. 
Pandolfo Malatesta the Sovereiga 
of Remini, ifl the time of Pope Alex* 
ANDER Vlth, was the richeft Prince i^ 
Ifaly^ who, after having fpent a defpit^ 
cable Life in the Arms of Luxury, was 
reduced, by a merited reverie of For- 
tune, to feek for an Afylum at laft in 
a common Hofpital at Bologna. The 
Account goes, that this Tyrant, for fuch 
-be was, being expelled from his Domi- 
nions, 
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nions, aitd perfecuted by his Enemies, 
in Pain and Want fled to the abovt-riien- 
ttoned City, where at that very Time 
d^elt a Nobleman named Pietro DeL 
SACcib^ a Native of Reminiy who fome 
few Years before had been driven from 
his Countlry by the Tyranny of MAla- 
TESTA, who unjuftly feized upon all 
his PbfiefGon^ in that Principality, and 
put many of his Family to the Sword. 
WhehWdrd was brought to this Noble- 
man, that the late Ufurper was nov^ irt 
his Power, and that he might reveng6 
thofe Injuries by delivering him up to 
C^sAl^ Borgia, or by killing him 
with his own Hand, the exafperated 
ItaUan vvith ingenious ^Ialice rieplied, 
*' Yes, 1 will now fully revenge the 
*^ Injuries I have fuftained 5 I will do 
** more than kill Pandolfo, for I will 
** order him to be carried to the Hof- 
** pital t endowed ihyfelf, and \tl th6 
*' Tyrant knoxV- that the wretched Means 
" or protradlirtg a inifcrable Being, is 
•* bvring t6 thfe Bounty of Pietro del 
<* SACdlt)/' — Such Cruelty will always 
attend ill-condii^^ed Bounty, however 

I z other- 
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otherwife intended I Yet methinks Na- 
ture leads us fo ftrongly to adminifter 
every Application of Hftmanity, with 
that knienp Hand fo requifite to make 
even Relief acceptable to an ingenuous 
Mind, that I wonder a proper Manner 
does not always accompany a benevolent 
Adion i nay, fartlier, I am inclinable 
to think, where it does not, the Deed 
cannot proceed from a tender Sympa- 
thy of a Fellow-Creature's Dijftrefs^ but 
from an Oftentation of fuperfluous Pof- 
feflions. Of all Tafte may Heaven 
beftow on me chiefly this ! that when 
1 rock the Cradle of the Orphan, or wipe 
the gufliing Tear from the Eyes of the 
Widow, I may adminifter both in fo fi- 
lent a manner, that neither they fhould 
feel the Pain of receiving, nor the taint* 
ing Breath of the World's Promulga- 
tion difturb the quiet Purpofp of my 
Heart, brooding over it's unfpeakable 
Tranfport in facred Secrecy ! My Love 
to Leonora, to whom I ought to 
add fo me thing in Anfwer to her laft 
Letter ; but Ideas of Compaffion are 
now workM up fo ftrongly in my Mind, 

and 
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and thofe Dew-drops of Hendernefi^ as 
Ihe called them (when I wept over the 
little Foundling nurfed at a neighbouring 
Cottage) rife fo plentifully, that I muft 
abruptly fubfcribe myfelf 

Tour^ &c. &c. - 
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To Critophilus. 

I Very readily concur in your Opinion, 
Critophilus, that a Work of Cri- 
ticifnijt is the mpjfl: difficult to be executed 
with a proper Tafte pf any literary Com- 
pofition whatever. There is fomething 
fo repugnant to the Pride of Mankind in 
general, fomething fo detractive from the 
foppofed Sagacity of every Reader to pre- 
tend to inform by the dry Method of Pre- 
<:ept, that except an Author has all the 
Delicacy and artful Addrefs imaginable, 
to feem to accompany the Judgments of 
thofe he writes for, rather than to lead 
them into Difcoveries, in fuch a Per- 
formance, he will meet with that kind of 
contemptuous Treatment, which thofe 
good-natured People receive, who are 
ready to give their unafked Advice in the 
common Concerns of Life upon every 
Occafion. It is highly neceflary therefore, 
in fuch kind of Writings, tofacrifice libe^ 
rally to the Graces, without whofe In- 

fpiration^ 
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fpiration Learning will there degenerate 
into Pedantry, and the Precepts even of 
Wifdom pafs unrelifhed. An Author of* 
didactic Piece cannot be too circuml^eft, 
not only in the pleafing Manner of addreffi 
ing his Reader, but in the inferior Part^ 
too of Compofition, that the Choice of 
his Words, and the Arrangement o£ his 
Periods, may adorn, and not degrade the 
D^elicacy of his Subject. For want of 
this Refinement we have many lamenta- 
ble Inftanees of able Scholars having fuc- 
ceeded very ill in Works, where they have 
betrayed the greateft want of Tafte and 
Genius, whilft they were unfortunately la- 
borious in endeavouring to point out thofc 
Excellencies in others. I need go no far- 
ther for a Proof of this than Mr. Anthpon^y 
Blackwall's * Introduction ta the 
CtaJJics. This Man was what is generally 
called a good Scholar, that is, he was gramw 
matically Mafter of the two dead Lan- 
guages Greek and Latin^ and had read 
over all" the ancient A*uthors in both j but- 
not having by Nature or Acquifition that 

* He was a Schoolmafter at Derfy, His Book was 
publiflied in 1718.^ 

I 4 ' happy 
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happy Tafte of diftinguifhing Beauties, 
nor a Digeftion (if J may fo fay) to affi- 
milatc the Senfe of others into his own 
Underftanding, his Conceptions were as 
crude as his Addrefs and Stile were un- 
pleafing. I remember the good old School- 
maftcr, for fuch he was, in one place in- 
forms us, fpeaking of Herodotus and 
LivY, that ** thefe two Princes of Greek 
•^ and Roman Hiftory, tell a Story, and 
" make up a Defcription with inexpreflible 
** Grace j and fo delicately mix great and 
** little Circumftances, that there is both 
** the utmoft Dignity and Pleafure in 
*^ it*." I leave you to animadvert on the 
Groflhefs of thefe Metaphors, and pafs on 
to a Specimen both of wretched Writing, 
and undiftinguifhing Tafte. Having fpoke 
much about the Infufficiency of modern 
Tranflators, to give us the Senfe of ancient 
Authors, he goes on thus : " Befides the 
" weakening of the Senfe (tho' that be 
^^ far the moft important Confideration) 
<^ Greek and Latin have fuch a noble 
♦* Harmony of Sound, fuch Force and Dig-^ 
♦^ nity of Numbers, and fuch Delicacy of 

♦ Introd. to the Claff. p. ^6. 

f^ turn 
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*' turn in the Periods, that cannot entirely 
" be preferved in any Language in the 
" World. The two Languages are fo 
*^ peculiarly fufceptive of all the Graces 
" of Wit and Elocution, that they are 
** read with more Pleafure and lively 
*^ Guft, and confequently with more 
*' Advantage, than the moft perfefl: Tran- 
** flation the ableft Genius can compofe, 
*^ or the ftrongeft modern Language can 
" bear *." Now befides the aukward 
DiiSion, and unharmonious Clofe of the 
Period, (two Faults he reafonably might 
be expeded to avoid, when the juftly ad- 
mired Andents were fo ftrongly in his 
Mind) he has huddled together his undif- 
tinguifhed Commendations of the Greek 
and Latifiy and fo unjuftly given the Pre- 
ference of the latter to our own copious 
Language^ with that trite profound air of 
ridiculous Erudition, as mud unavoidably 
have thofe EfFedsupon his different Read- 
ers, which Mr. Pope defcribes in his in- 
comparable EJfay on Criticifmy 

*< Such labour'd nothings m fo grave a Stile, 

«« Amaze th' unleam'd, and make the learned fmile/' 

* Ibid. p. 57. 

But 
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But let the Peace of Dalnefs brood over 
fuch Lumber, and let us turn our Eyes to 
a more delightful Objedt, the Revival of 
the true Spirit of ancient Criticifm in the 
Works of fomc lUuftrious modern Geni- 
ufcs, Mrho tread in the Steps of their ador*d 
Mailers as far as they went, and then 
penetrate deeper into the Laurel Grove 
of Science than any of their Predeceflbrs 
over ventured. The firft I fhall mention 
is the great Author * of ReJle3ions Cri- 
tiquesjhr la Peinture et la Poefie j a Work, 
which, in the Hands of an ordinary Writer, 
would have been an unentertaining String 
of dry Reflexions upon thofe Arts only, 
but under the Magic of his mafterly Pen', 
comprehends the moft judicious Obferva- 
tions upon every Idea of the human Mind, 
in each fimple and complicated Appear- 
ance. The next is the ingenious Author 
of the Enquiry into the Life and Writings 
^HoxMER-f*, in which he has clfearlyde- 
monftrated by irrefragable Reafons, drawn 
from a Conjundion of moral and natural 

♦ Monfr. PAbbe du Bos. 

t Mr. Bl. «— — — a Scotch Gentleman, who labours 
under the misfortune to have a fimilar Name to the 
Schoolmader above-cited. 

Caufes, 
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Caufes, tb^t fuch a Poet never could axiib 
lince him in th^ fpace of two thoufiiiid 
feven hupdred Years, for wan* of that hap- 
py Concurrence of Circumftances, with-* 
out which even this iiBcaortal Genius himw 
^f Qiigliit have been in. aa inferior Rank 
of the Mufes, Train. The lateA that ba$ 
improved Qur Tafte and enriched our Lan*^ 
guiage, is the elegant Writer * of thofe 
inJiruSiive NoteSy and entertaining Com- 
mentary on HoRACE*s two critital EpiiJ- 
des, the one to the Pisos, commonly 
called the j^t of Poetry j the other to 
Ayou^T^s ; to the latter of which is 
fabjoined a Difcourfe on Poetical Imiia^ 
tion^ wherein he ha§ nobly defended the 
Caufe of congenial Fancies in all Ages, 
againft the ill-grounded Clamor of popu- 
lar Ignorance and Envy, with the deep 
Spirit of Philofpphy, and the warm Zeal 
of a Lover. — We find in the Works of 
thefc great Men, a pleafing Power of ren- 
dering every Subje<3; interefting to the 
human. Heart, by bringing home to our 
Breafts Objpds feqmingly the moil re- 
mote, and uniting a Train of captivating^ 
• Mr. U—— 9 of Emanuel College, Cambriilgi, 

Circum. 
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Circumftances, arifing naturally out of 
their PlanSj which animates all their VVrit- 
i6gs, not unlike the amiable Group of 
Figures in one of Poussin*s Landicapes, 
which gives a lilent Leflbn of Morality 
unawares to the Beholder, who no more 
dian the Shepherds in the Picture*, ima- 
gined to find, in that Arcadian Scene, 
any thing but fliady Groves, clear Foun- 

♦ The Picture here hinted at it defcribed by the ingc- 
Tiious Abbe dxj Bos above* mentioned, which I will give 
the Reader in his own Words. Afrcr having obfervcd 
that it was a Landfcape in ancient Akcadia, he conti- 
nues ; " Lc tabhau dont je parle reprefcnte le payfagc 
*' d'une contree riante, Au mili tu Ion voii le monument 
** d'une jcune fille morte a la fleiir de fon age : cVft ce 
•' qu'on connoit par la i;tatne de cctte fillc couchee fur 
*• le tombean a la maniere des andens. L'infcnption 
** Sepulchrale n'eft que quatre mots latins : Je vivois ce- 
** pendant in Arcadie, £t in Arca(iia ego» Mais cettc in- 
*' fcription ficourtc fait faireles plus fericufes refleftioni 
** a deux jeunes gardens et a deux jeones lilies parees de 
'* guirlandes de fleurs, ct qui paroiflcnt avoir rencontre 
■* ce monument h trifte en des lieux oa Ton devine bicn 
" quails ne cherchoient pas un objet affligeant. Un 
•* d'entre eux fait remarquer aux autres cette infcription 
*' en la montrant du doigr, etTon ne voit plus fur leur vi- 
** fage, a travers Tafflittion qui s'en empare, que les 
** rciles d'unejoye expirante, Ons'imagine entendre let 
" reflexions dc ces jeunes perfonnes furla morte qui nV 
" pargne in Tage ni la beaute, ct centre laquellclcs 
** plus heureux climats n*ont point d'azile. On fc ^-' 
** gurc ce qu'elles vont fe dire de to u chant lorfqu'elles 
** ftront revenues de la premiere farprife, et Ton Tap- 
** pliquc a foi-mcme et a ceujc pour qui Ton s'interefle/' 

Refl. Crit. Sea. VI. 

tains 



LETTER- XIX. 125 

tains, verdant Meadows, and other com- 
mon Aflemblages of a rural Profpedt I 

am much obliged to you for your ingeni- 
ous Obfervations upon that ancient Se- 
pulchral Infcription I lately fent you ; nor 
would I have you afliamed if hereafter it 
fhould prove the ingenious Imitation of 
fome Modern ; for you know the great 
ScALiGER himfelf was impofed upon in 
this manner by Muret,* which was ac- 
knowledged by all the Learned to be a 
greater Proof of the Abilities of the latter, 
than of the want of any critical Acumen 
in the former. I (hall expedl to meet you 
at the Grand Emporium very foon, there- 
fore fhall add no more than that I am 



Toi^r, &c. &c. 
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L^£ T,T E R XX. 



To EUPHEMIUS. 



JOY to the World, Euphemius, that 
a fre(h Spring of almoft inexhauftible 
Pleafure is opened, now a mythological 
Key is given to the Wifdom of the Ancients. 
But I little thought, when I fent you the 
ingenious Profeffor's Book *, that I (hould 
embarrafs myfelf in a cruel Alternative, 
either of denying a Requeft of your's on one 
hanc^, or of expofing my want of Abili- 
ties to you in attempting to comply witji 




L E T T E R XX. 127 

the Ancients, would hold good that I 
(hould turn the Tables upon you, and 
leave the Tafk in far abler Hands : for 
the ingenious Obfervations you made, 
whilft we were reading over together the 
four firft Books of Diodorus Siculus, 
convince me I fliould fpend my Time 
more ufefully in reading an entertaining 
Fable of yours on this Subjedl, than in at- 
tempting to compofc one myfelf. ' But as 
the Friendftiip fubfifting betwixt us de- 
mands that I (hould run the hazard of 
giving you a difadvantageous Opinion of 
my Capacity, rather than of my Inclina- 
tion to fatisfy your Defire, I will endea- 
vour to recall fome Idea of that Philofo- 
phical Spirit Which difcovers itfelf in all 
your Refledions upon the Compofitions 
of the Ancients, and rtitertain you, as 
Dependents upon great Men do their Pa- 
trons, with a Banquet of your own pro- 
viding. 

In a Cave of a Mountain in the Ifland of 
Crete dwelt a Nymph called Contem- 
plation, fprung, as the Mythologijis re- 
port, from Jupiter, the greateft of the 

Gods X 
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Gods; for, according to their Accounts, 
fhe was conceived and leapt forth from 
the Brain of her Coeleftial Parent, as 
Pallas did, whilft he was deeply atten- 
tive in beholding the Beauties of the 
Creation. In this facred Retirement the 
Nymph had lived many Ages, whither 
feveral ancient Poets, Heroes, Philofo- 
phers, and Legiflators frequently reforted, 
for no one ever left her without receiving 
the utmoft Happinefs from her divine 
Precepts. As Apollo was wandering 
one Day over the Top of this Moun- 
tain, he chanced to light upon this hea- 
venly Maid, whilft fhe was bufied in her 
ufual Employment of meditating on this 
ftupendous Syftem, and the divine Per- 
fedions of the great Creator of the World. 
Smit with her<^harms, he immediately 
defcended into the Cave, and having en- 
joyed her^ (he bore him a Son, whom the 
God named Eudoxus, alluding to the 
noble Ideas which filled the Mother's 
Mind when he firft beheld her. 'Tis 
faid, as the Nymph Contemplation 
was one Night counting the Stars, and 
4 defcribing 
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defcribing on the Sand with a Wand their 
difFerent Situations and Motions, having 
left the Child not far off on a Bed of 
Violets, that the Nightingale came and 
covered him with Laurel Leaves, and 
lulled him to Sleep with the Melody of 
her Song, foftly modulated to the tender 
Ear of the lift'ning Infant* About this 
Time the Delphian Oracle declared 
that a Ray of Light was defcended from 
the Sun, and being difcerped from that 
mighty Luminary Ihould be fpread all 
over Greece, Italy^ and Part of ^j- 
Minor for many Ages, When Eu- 
Doxus had pafled the Years of Childhood, 
Apollo being defirous not only to in- 
flrudt him in the abftrufer Knowledge of 
his Mother, but to unite in his Education 
a thorough Relifh of futh other Arts and 
Sciences, as might render him a Bene- 
factor to Mankind in general, and his fa- 
vourite Nation the Greeks in particular, 
he took the Boy to his own beloved Seat 
of Retirement, and committed his Darling 
Charge to the Care of the Nine Muses, 
and their Sifters the Heavenly Graces, 
K Here 
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He?c EuDoxus ivas inftrufled, hrft how 
the Great Architect of the Creadon 
divided the warring Elements, and out of 
Chaos formed by his Plaftic Mandate the 
unmeafurable Frame of this ftupendous 
Univerfe. Next, how the refulgent Source 
of Light and Heat, the Sun, fprung thro* 
the blue Serene of Heaven, and being 
fixed immoveable in the Center of all, 
drew round his glorious Orb thofe infe- 
rior Globes, whofe certain and unerring 
Courfes, in unchangeable Periods of Time, 
form that aetherial Harmony impercep- 
tible to all Beings but the Inhabitants of 
Heaven. Then he was told how the 
oblique Pofition of this our Earth in its 
annual Progrefs caufed the Delightful 
Revolutions of Seafons; how the foft 
defcending Rains and genial Warmth of 
Spring, opened the relenting Earth, 
called forth the infant Buds, and aftcr^ 
wards unfolded all the vegetable Pride 
of Flowers and BloiTums ; how the more 
perpendicular Rays of Heat ripened the 
fifing Harvefl: in Summer; how Autumn 
gloried in the regal Hue of it*s purple 

Vintage ; 

4 
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Vintage; and laftly, how the ftcrile 
Winter itfclf was as uleful to Mortah 
as the other teeming Seafons, by afford- 
ing in itt cold Embraces the rcquifite 
Reft to the fleeping Vegetables, which 
thereby gain frefli Vigour to renew their 
Species, and to perpetuate Suftenance 
to all Animals, in the fame Rotation^ 
till Time fliall be no more. From this 
general Knowledge of Nature, he was 
led to enquire into the Conftruftion of 
particular Parts, the Bodies of Animals, 
and efpecially thofe of the human Race ; 
to difcover the Caufes of Pain and Pif- 
eafe, and by what Methods to reftorc 
them to their priftine Beauty and internal 
Harmony called Health, and to recall 
the natural original Senfations of Eafe 
and Pleafure, When the Daughters 
of Memory had fully inftrufted Eudoxus, 
as Apollo had diredled them, in every 
Branch of this Knowledge, they brought 
him by degrees to conceive that an aethe- 
rial Spirit was for a while united with the 
human Bodyj how it was agitated by 

I different Paillons whilft in this Conjunc- 
K 2 tion^ 
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tion J and then after Solution, the Body 
fliould return to its kindred Duft, out of 
which it was formed, and the Soul to a 
feparate State of Happinefs or Mifery, 
according as it adted in this probationary 
State on Earth. Having taken this View 
of Man in the abftradl with all his Wants 
and Infirmities, the Muses, laft of all, 
gave their Difciple a thorough Infight into 
the human Race in Society, where, by the 
Goodnefs of the firft Author of all Things, 
thefe very Deficiencies of Individuals 
united the whole Species, and the mutual 
Supply of each others Wants linked all 
Degrees into one irrefragable Chain toge- 
ther, each different Part of which reci- ' 
procally depended upon the other, from 
the Beginning to the End. They taught 
l\im too, by way of Amufement, the Ufe 
and Power of Mufic,Painting, and Poetry, 
the firft of which could affwage mental 
Agony ; the fecond revive paft Pleafures 
in beholding beautiful Objedts ; and the 
third infpire by a true Love of Virtue, by 
perpetuating the rever'd Memory of thofe 
who. had been Ornaments to our Species. 

EUDOXUSv 
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EuDOxus, being at length quite accom- 
plifhed in every Art and Science, became 
enamoured of one of the Graces, who 
returned his Paffion with mutual Ardor, 
One Day they took an Opportunity , whilft 
the other two were bufied in fporting 
with Flora and her train o/. Zephyrs, 
to gratify their Defires in a Cave of Mount 
Ida. The Offspring of their Embraces 
was a Daughter, whom the fond Parents 
named Calocagathia. ,This Nymph, 
who inherited all the Knowledge of her 
Father, and all the Charms of her Mo- 
ther, became, as (he grew up, the chief 
Pavourite both of Gods and Men. In the 
coeleftial Banquets (he always fat next to 
Venus, and on Earth had the Honour 
attributed to her of infpiring whatever was 
uncommonly beautiful in Morals, Arts, 
and Sciences. 

In this manner, my dear Euphemius, 
the ancient Mythologifts would have 
drawn the Genealogy of Taste, making 
her the Daughter of one of the Graces, 
begot by Knowledge, who was the Son 
of Contemplation, the Truth of this 
K 3 figurative 
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figurative Rcprefcntation you may eafily 
prove by comparing it with the Hiftory 
of your own Mind, where you can trace 
the Goddefs from her Birth, to the full 
Charms of her ripeft Age. Adieu, my 
Friend, and may (he ftill attend you thro' 
Life in every Purfuit, whether in Arts, 
Sciences, Morals, or Religion. I am 



Tour, &c. &c. 



The End of the LETTERS. 
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ESSAY T. 

pn Education. 

LIFE, as Cebes * paints it, is a large 
Maniion, and Infancy the Entrance 
into it, where ten thoufand Fancies and 
Opinions of different kinds are continually 
waiting to allure every new Comer to their 
refpedlive Apartments : *tis the Duty 
therefore of Parents, like the good Genius 
he defcribes, to inform them which of 

* Ixi the mythological Pidlurc. * 

thcfc 
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thefe arc invefted with true, and which 
with fallacious Appearances. But there 
is a Dcfedl too often in the manner ufed 
to attain this defireable End ; for Aufte- 
rity and Rigour are indifcriminatcly ex- 
erted toward the Good and the Bad, the 
Generous and the Froward ; fo that very 
frequently the Punifhments which arc in- 
vtended to drive them by Force from Vice, 
givo them a Difguft to Virtue^ which, 
properly recommended, has Charms fuf- 
ficient, when known, to attract: the Mind 
without ^ny fecondary Motive. 

In that polite Age, when Greece was 
in all- her Glory, there livftd at Athens a 
noble Citizen named Democritus; 
whom Affluence of Fortune, Generofity 
of Temper, and Extent of Knowledge, 
made the Delight of the Poor, an Exam- 
ple to the Rich, a Benefaftor to the Dif- 
treiTed, and an Ornament to his Country* 
But amidft all the Blefiings Power and 
Virtue could beitow, he was fuddenly 
rendered the moft miferable of Men, by 
the Death of his Wife Aspasia^ wk> 
dying in Childbed, left him the Confola- 
tion alocfe of being Father to an Infant 

which 



which was a living Image of its deceafed 
Mother. It was a long time before his 
Philofophy could get the better of his 
immoderate Grief i but his Paflion being 
allayed by Degrees, he refumed the Man, 
and fubmitted again to the Didlates of 
Reafon. His Thoughts now wholly turn- 
ed on the Education of his Son Euphe- 
MioN (for fo he called the Boy) whofc 
very dawn of Infancy promifed the greateft 
Splendor ; but conlidering that the Viva- 
city of his Temper would greatly expofe 
him to the Seduftions of the World, he 
would often, as the Child fat playing on 
his Lap, mix an anxious Tear with the 
Smiles of paternal Pleasure. When Eu- 
PHEMioN was paft his Childhood, the 
prudent Demociutus thought of an Ex- 
pedient to make Pleafure the Paflage to 
Virtue, as Virtue was the only one to real 
Pleafure; for knowing, from his own paft 
Conduft, the Propenfity of Youth to Vo- 
luptuoufnefs, he made that the Enforce- 
ment of his Precepts, which generally is 
the Bane to all Morality, As they were 
walking together in a Gallery of Piftures, 
Behold, my Son, fays the Father, (ob- 

ferving 
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ferving his Inclination to Women) that 
Reprefentation of perfed Beauty embracing 
with no fmall Exftacy a young Man that 
kneels before her. Methinks, cries £«- 
pbemioriy interrupting him, I can read in 
the Painting the greateft Tranfport of Soulj 
and fure he has fufficient Reafon to ap- 
pear fo enraptured, when the Mafter- 
piece of Heaven is in his Pofleffion. You 
fpeak, continues DemocrituSy as if you 
envied his Situation, and with too much 
Warmth and Enthufiafm, of Objedts that 
are fo eafily to be obtained. To be ob- 
tained ! replied Eupbemion ; by vvhat Means, 
and by whom ? If it is in my Power, O 
tell me the Way, for it will make your 
Son the happieft of Mortals. Alas! faid 
the Father, fighing, Tm afraid the Im- 
patience of your Temper will never fuflFer 
you to undergo the Self-denial and Delay 
that is requifite before you can arrive at 
fuch a height of Felicity. The Boy ftill 
urging his Requeft with more Vehemence 
than ever, Democritus began in the follow- 
ing Manner. Since you prefs me fo earneft- 
ly to inflrud you in a Myftery that if ob-» 
ferved will procure you an Original equal 

to 
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to that Reprefentation, you muft be very 
cautious, when once you are initiated , not 
to deviate in the leaft from the divine In- 
ftitution, nor to divulge the* Secret; for 
the Delinquent, in fuch Cafes, is always 
puniflied with Death, by the Deity to 
whom the Temple of thofe Rites are de- 
dicated. The Story then, which never 
is told to any but thofe who are refolved 
to follow the great Example, is this. 
The young Man you fee there was a Na- 
tive of Cyprus^ who, being extremely ad- 
dicted to Women, fell defperately in Love 
with an ideal Beauty, the Offspring of his 
own Imagination. As he was fitting one 
Day by the fide of a Fountain, fighing for 
the vifionary Objedt of his Defires, he 
fell afleep, and dreamt that Diana def- 
cended to him from a Cloud, and pro- 
mifed him the adual Enjoyment pf his 
Wifhes, provided he retired immediately 
to Ephefus, and during the Space of four 
Years lived in Chaftity, and applied him- 
felf to the Cultivation of his Mind, ac- 
cording to the Precepts of Philofophy. 
The Vifion feemed fo ftrong to the young 
Lover, that he complied with the celefl:ial 

Admo- 
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Admonition, and baniftiing from hig 
Thoughts, as foon as poffiblc, all volup- 
tuous Defircs, he repaired to the Place 
where the Goddefs commanded him to 
go. At the End of four Years, when 
he had faithfully compleated the proba- 
tionary State, he was tranfported back 
again in his Sleep to the Fountain where 
he firft faw the Deity, and awakening 
fuddenly, found, to his no fmall Surprize, 
that beautiful Virgin, the Reward of his 
Labours, embracing him in the Manner 
defcribed by the Artift. This, my Son, 
afterwards ' became a religious Myftery, 
and is (fince you are acquainted with me 
Rife of it) the Teft which you muft now 
inevitably undergo. Diveft yourfelf there- 
fore for a while of all the Affedions which 
you have hitherto contracted, and vie 
with the refolute Cyprian^ that you may 
participate his Blifs. Euphemion, who 
was all this Time attentive to what his 
Father faid, could not help expreffing 
fome Concern at fo fevere an Injundion j 
however, recoUedting that he was only to 
curb his Paflion for the prcfent, in order 
to give a greater Loofe to it hereafter, he 

refolved 
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rcfolved from that Hour to begin the 
Trial, Accordingly, at the Age of fifi- 
teen he retired from all Objedts that might 
in the leaft tend to divert his Mind from 
Philofophy. The firft Year was fpent in 
continual Struggles between Paffion and 
Reafon ; the fecund made his folitary Life 
fomcwhat more agreeable 5 the third 
afforded real Plcafure in the Purfuit, ex- 
clufive of the Objedl purfued ; and the 
fourth compleated the happy Delufion> to 
render him, by habitual Study, entirely 
Mafter of himfelf. At the Expiration of 
the Term, he feemed very little follici- 
tous about the Original Inducement ; but 
recollcfting fome Circumftances of the 
promifed Fairy he enquired of his Father 
one Day, in a ludicrous Manner, wh«n he 
fhould pofTefs the Nymph in reward of 
his Labours. To which Democritus 
replied : My Son, the Account I gave 
you of the Cypriarij as you leem already 
to underftand, was entirely fabulous 5 the 
whole Pidure is an ingenious Allegory, I 
ufed this Device to lead you imperceptibly 
into the Path of true Pleafure, and to 
make your Life an Explanation of thofc 

two 
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two Figures. The one Is fuppofed to be 
Happinefsy the Daughter of Virtue and 
Moderation ; the other the Emblem of 
human Life courting her Embrace, whom 
(he never fails to carefs with mutual Af- 
fedlion, when conduced by her celeftial 
Parents. You expefled only a fugitive 
Pleafure, as the Recompence of your Per- 
feverance, but are now in Pofleflion of a 
permanent one, that will attend you 
through Life with unchangeable Fide- 
lity. 
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ESSAY IL 
On the Power oFHabit* 

Mgh in (orde feneftit. Juv. 

AMONG the many ingenious Ef- 
fays, that have been written upon 
'Education, it has often furprifed me, not 
to find a greater Strefs laid upon the 
Danger of contradling ill Habits, which, 
once acquired, fufvive the Paflions which 
originally created them, and even govern 
Reafon herfelf, after thofe rebellious Sub- 
jedls have been brought to Obedience. 
Some modern Authors, who have very 
juftly gained an immortal Reputation by 
their other Writings, have either totally 
negledted this important Point, or flightly 
difcuffed it, as a thing little neceflary, and 
fubftituted Phyfical Prefcriptions for the 
Management of the Body, inftead of Mo- 
ral Precepts for the Improvement of the 
Mind. But even among others, who 
have more judicioufly treated this Subjedl, 
and have attended folely to the Cultiva- 
L tion 
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tion of the Underftanding, too little Care 
has been had to the early Management of 
the Heart, and efpecially to infpireit with a 
necefTaryCaution againfl the Enchantments 
of Habit. I dare fay, there is no one 
but fees, even in the fmall Circle of his 
Acquaintance, either the ridiculous or 
mifchievous EfFcdls of it; which, tho' 
perhaps cafually contradted, yet nou- 
riflhed by Time, firft gains by Degrees a 
a Familiarity with the Bread, and at length 
uncontrollably ufurps a defpotick Power 
over Head and Heart. In Children, there- 
fore, whofe Minds, like Wax, are fubjedt 
to the flighteft Impreffions, every Adtion 
fhould carefully be obferved, and, if fre- 
quently repeated (as the Repetition of an 
Adlion is the tacit Approbation of it) it is 
the principal Duty of a Parent to find out 
the Source, and encourage, or reftrain 
the Inclination, as it agrees with, or de- 
viates from, Virtue. 

Antiquity affords two moft beautiful 
Reprefentations of the Nature of Virtue 
and vicious Pleafure, and of all the mental 
Attendants on both. The one is Prodi- 
cus's Fable of the Choicfe of Hercules, 

told 
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told by Socrates in the Memorabilia of 
Xenophon : The other a Defcription of 
a mythological Pidure, in the Temple 
of Saturn, invented by Cebes, the 
T!h€ban^ the Difciple of Socrates. The 
former paints Virtue and Pleasure in 
their proper Colours, the latter informs us 
how we are often deceived by thetr falla- 
cious Appearances 5 and by perfonalizing 
the AfFed;lons of the Mind, brings the 
whole Court, as it were, of both, before 
our Eyes, and then inftrudls us how to 
fliun the Delufions of the one, and follow 
the Society of the other to the Seat of 
' Happinefs* Upon thefe two Plans I have 
formed a third, on the irrefiftible Force 
of Habit j which I look upon as a proper 
Supplement to both. If it gives either 
Delight or InftruAion to the Reader, his 
Praifc is due to Prodicus, to whom I 
am indebted, tho* not for the Invention, 
yet totally for the allegorical Defign of 
the Fable. I call, therefore, on him, 
as Lucretius did heretofore on his 
Matter Epicujrus. 

Tc fequ^r, o Graiae gentis deqi^s, inque tuis nunc 
Fixa p«dupi pono preifi^ veftigia /ignis, 

L % Non 
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l^Ion ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem, 
Quod tc imitari avco. 

HiERoPHiLus/ an ancient King of 
Egypt^ in \*hofe Reign hicroglyphical 
Learning arrived at its utmaft Perfedtfon, 
thro' which the Youth of the Kingdom 
were inftrudled itt the Myfteries of their 
Heligion, and the focial Duties of Mora- 
lity, had a Son, named Euethes, a 
Prince naturally of the moft humane afid 
benevolent Difpofition ; but being indued 
at the fame time with fuch violent Paf- 
fipns, as generally accompany great 
Minds, he was often in his Infancy, ere 
Reafon had affumed her Empire, preci- 
pitated by them into an habitual Fondnefs 
for thofe things, that would have proved 
deftrudtive to his Happinefs, and a like 
Difrelilli for Others, that were mofl con- 
ducive to it. This unhappy Temper, no 
doubt, gave great Uneafinefs to his ten- 
der Father, who was not only adored by 
his Subjedrs for an impartial Diftribution 
of Juftice, and courted by neighbouring 
Potentates for his profound Skill in Poli- 
ticks as a Monarch, but admired by all 
the World for his pure Knowledge of 

Religion 
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Religion and Morality, and the exenir 
plary Leflbn he afforded, in his own fpot* 
lefs Life, of both, as a Man. The good 
old King, therefore, fought, by all Me» 
thods, to reclaim the Impetuofity of his 
Son, before the cafual turn of Habit 
fhould have rooted the Weed of Vice too 
deeply into fo rich a Soil ever after to be 
eradicated by Wifdom. It was his daily 
Employment to give the Child the moft 
pleafing Ideas of Virtue, under the entetr 
taining Forms of probable Fidion ; for 
unadorned Precepts have been found to 
avail little, not only with Children, h\i% 
even with Men, thofe Children of a 
larger Growth ; when by the pious Fraud 
of a wjsU-told Fable they have been im- 
perceptibly deceived into Virtue. How-» 
ever Euethes, tho' he would frequently 
liftcn, and improve too by the Dodlrines 
of his Father, did as often, thro' his eafy 
Nature, lapfe again into dangerous Follies; 
then what he once fixed his Inclinatioji 
upon, the Violence .of his Paffions urged 
him on to purfue with the moft unremitv 
ted Refolution, and Habit ftill confirmed 
the Defire. N^verthclefs, hi« good Senft 
L 3 wouW 
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Vould many times condemn his Proceed- 
bgs in the cool Hours of Rcfleftion, and 
again be treated like a faithful Servant, 
heard, approved of at firft, and then dif- 
cardcdafterwrards, when the Treachery of 
falfe Friends had got the Afcendant. Such 
was the Condud of this young Egyptian^ 
till he was fixteen Years old ; at which 
age, according to the Cuftom of the 
Country, the young Men were initiated, 
at the Temple of Memphis, into the holy 
Myfteries. When the Day came that 
was appointee^ for that annual Ceremony, 
HiERoPHiLUs, who was grand Myfta- 
gogue as well as King, (for of old the 
Offices of King and Prieft were united) 
had contrived a particular Apartment in 
the fubterraneous Paflages of the Temple, 
in which, after he had fliewn his Son the 
ufual Jnftitutions, and taught him the 
facred Stories, he propofed to inftruft 
him in the more interefting Hiftory of the 
human Heart. Accordingly Euethes, 
at the Time appointed, was led iito this 
Apartment, attended only by his Father, 
Who had been all the Day near him, to 
explain the different Forms that prefent- 

ed 
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cd thcmfelves before him. As foon as 
they were feated^ and the Glimmering of a 
Lamp had broke thro* the Darknefs that 
before furrounded them, and thrown a par- 
tial Light upon a large Paifage, thfo* 
which the Performers of the Show were 
to pafs, tliere appeared a Youth furround- 
ed by a Crowd of different Figures, that 
all feemed afllduous to take him under 
their Protedion* This motley Group 
was led up in two fcparate Parties, by two 
Leaders of female Forms, who looked 
upon each other with the Air of inveterate 
Rivalfliip, The one had a loofe, fmil- 
ing Afpedl, fantaftically dreflcd, and ad- 
orned all over with Wreaths of Flowers. 
Her Train was compofed of Boys with 
Bows in tbtir Hands, andWings on their 
Shoulders, and a confufed Crowd of Men 
and Women of various Complexions, fome 
crowned with Ivy and Vine Leaves, and 
others Dancing round them with all the 
rapturous Signs of the moft intoxicating 
Joy. The other female Chieftain had 
the moft ferious Deportment, with all 
the Marks of Royalty in herCountenancei 
flie was cloathed in a plain but elegant 
1/ 4. Robe, 
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Robe, which flowed gracefully behind 
her. The Attendants imitated her Behavi- 
our, and watched her Eye with the moft 
dutiful Obfervance, upon all occafions. 
Some had Crowns of Gold upon their 
Heads; fome Helmets, with Lances ia 
their Hands ; fome bore the Inftruments 
of Arts and Sciences, as Quadrants^ Globes, 
Pencils, Harps, &c. fome carried the ia- 
cred Table of the Laws, and others 
fecmed engaged in conjugal Love, Friend- 
(hip,^nd other tender Duties of a more 
retired, private Life. Behind them all 
there came two Men, who i^med, bj 
their likenefs, in many refpeds, to be Bro- 
thers, but in others the moft irreconcile- 
able Enemies 9 the Employment of both 
was to keep together the particular Com- 
pany c^ch belonged to, and to prevent 
any of that Society from mixing with the 
other. They had very venerable Aipedis, 
and the Influence they po3e£kd^ not only 
over the Crowd, but fofloedincs over the 
Leaders themfelves, was gF«^y remark- 
able* Each had in his Ha2>d a ChaiB, 
with whicn he compelled, if by chance 
oocaiion reqiured d;» tbeRefadlious to re* 

turn. 
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turn, and confined them to their Allegi- 
ance ; the one was Iron, which not a little 
tortured and gauled the Wearers j the 
other Silk, vvith which the Delinquents 
were gently brought back again, and re« 
0gned over to the more cogent Bonds of 
their own Reafon. 'Twas obfervable, 
however, that few or none ever efcaped 
the Power of thefe afliduous Guardians, 
who at firft allured them into their Ser- 
vice with the Carefles of a Parent ; apd 
though the one flill continued fuch Be^ 
haviour, the other intimidated them from 
flying from the Slavery with the Menace? 
of a Tyrant. The Youth, amidft tba 
Sollicit'ations of both Parties^ feemed a«^ 
while fijfpcnded. ^The female Leader 
of one Side pointed to a Temple, painted 
on the Wall, on the Summit of a high 
and rough Mountain, the afcent to which 
was difficult, but the Top once attained, 
the Situation commanded all the Regions 
round about, and afforded the Spedator 
the moft delightful Profpefl:* The other 
Female endieavourcd to divert his Atten- 
tion from that toilfome Purfuit, a^d di- 
fc&Qd his £)yp$ tQ ^Qther Tpmple that 
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lay in a moft delicious Valley, the Inha- 
bitants and Votaries of which paffed their 
Time in the moft pleafurtble Indolence 
and heart-enfeebling Recreations. At 
length the latter prevailed, and with no 
fmall Air of Triumph delivered the Youth 
over to the Guardian of her Attendants, 
who immediately took him into his Cuf- 
tody. As foon as this Conteft was over, 
there entered another Youth of a more 
referved Afpeft, and lefs fanguine Com- 
plexion, than the former. At his En- 
trance the two Crowds fwarmed round 
him, as they had done by the other, and 
after the fame warm Contention the other 
Party prevailed in its turn, and delivered 
him over to the more parental Tuition 
of their refpeftive Guardian* After this 
ihutual Succcfs the whole Group difap- 
pcared, and led off their new Votaries. 
The Partition, like a Theatrical Scene, 
then opened, and difcovered behind an 
illuminated Grove, Each Party entered 
afrefti from different Sides of the Plain, 
and took their allotted Station. The firft 
Youthjt who had entered into the Service 
of that frantick Mob, feemcd highly de- 
lighted 
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d with his Company, and expreffed 
y in irregular Sallies of unnatural 
Laughter, and other Demonftrations of 
Rapture and Exftacy. The other, with a 
moft ftudious Attention to the Inftruc- 
tion of his Companions, decently denoted 
the calm Satisfadlion of his Mind in a filent 
Admiration of their Precepts* Whilft 
both were differently employed, a beauti- 
ful Woman, arrayed in White, defcended 
from above, and waving a golden Wand> 
the whole Scene was inftantly changed. 
The left fide of the Grove, which was 
poffeffed by thofe noify Votaries of airy 
Joy,* withered away into the moft wintry, 
melancholy Profpeftj inftcad of Looks 
of Gaiety, and the Sound of Rejoicings 
nought appeared but Vifages of Defpalr, 
and nought was heard but the Lamenta- 
tions of Anguifli. The betrayed Youth, 
the former Votary of thefe Plains, af- 
frighted at this fudden and horrid Alte- 
ration, was immediately preparing to 
make his Efcape, when the Guardian, as 
before defcribed, attended by a Train of 
the moft death-like Figures, bound htm 
down with his Iron Chain, for ever to be 

tormented 
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tormented at the Foot of the Seat of his 
delufive, deftrudiive, Goddefs. On the 
other hand, the oppofitc Groves bloomed 
afreih with vernal Verdure, Content and 
Happincfs appeared in the Faces of all, 
and the prudent Youth, who had made 
fp good a Choice, with filial Reverence 
and Pleafure walked by the Side of his 
faithful JGuardian, and gratefully paid a 
willing Obedience at the Throne of his 
beneficent Goddefs. As foon as this Re-. 
prefentatjon was over, Euethes, with 
the livelieft Emotion, afked his Fathcj- 
the Explanation of the whole Myftery ; 
but before the good old King could rtake 
him an Anfwer to his firft Queftion, he 
added, with Tears in his Eyes, mufl; that 
unfortunate Youth be doomed to Mifery 
fprever? Alas I for ever, replied Hi ero- 
PHi;.us; but if, my Son, you'll be atten- 
tive to the Accoupt, and fufpend your 
fruitlefs Grief tp the Conclufion, it will, 
perhaps, fully rep^y your Trouble, an4 
teach you fhe trpe Roa4 to Happinefs, 
by dctedting the Errprs of others. This 
then is ^n Explanation of the fidtitioua 
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Scene before you* The large Pdflageyou 
firftfaw, reprefentsLiFE; the firft Youth 
a Soul juft entering into it, prone to libi- 
dinous Thoughts; the fecond, another 
inclined to virtuous^ Purfuits. The two 
Females, attended and habited differently, 
were Virtue and .Pleasure; and the 
two Men of fraternal Likenefs, who com- 
pelled the Attendants of both to keep their 
Allegiance to their refpe£live Miftrefles, 
were Good-habit and Ill-habit, who 
(according to the allegorical Genealogy of 
our Egyptian Forefathers) were the 
Offspring of Chance^ begot upon Com- 
plexion, and carefully foftered by Time 
in the Cave of Constancy. The beau- 
ful Woman arrayed in White was Truth, 
the Touch of whofe Wand no Falftiood 
can endure, but Returns of Force, how- 
ever difguifed, immediately to its own 
Likenefs. You have fecn the falfe, fe- 
ducing Appearance of vicious Pleafure, 
and the melancholy Confequences of 
yielding to her Allurements ; you have 
feen that her Followers, however for a 
while they may affume the deceitful Air 
4 of 
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of Joy, are in the End nought but Disease 
and Calamity ; and above all, I ]»ope 
you have remarked, how impoflible it is 
for a Wretch to extricate himfelf out of 
this miferable Society, when Ill-habit, 
their conftant Attendant, has bound him 
down with that irrefragable Chain of Iron. 
The horrid Afpedl of that Tyrant will, 
I hope, deter you as much from giving 
way to the Sedudions of Vice, as the pa- 
rental Fondnefs of Good-habit wi^l in- 
duce you to become a Votary to Virtue. 
This, my Son, though embelliflbcd by 
Fidion, is a true Hiftory of the human 
Mind ; fo far was my Duty to inform, 
the reft is yours to execute. He was go- 
ing on, when Euethes eagerly inter- 
rupted him : O my Father, how (hall I 
ever repay this frefh Inftance of your pa- 
ternal Love, and now fuccefsful Dili- 
gence to fave me from that irremeable 
Gulph of Mifery, in which my Faffions 
had almoft plunged me! Yes, certainly,* 
*tis my indifpenfible Duty, as well as In- 
tereft, to put in pradlice fuch facred Lef- 
fons, of Morality j and the Pleafure of 
my future Life (hall confift alone in be- 
coming, 
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comings as near as I am able, an Ex-* 
amplfc of thofe Precepts you have often 
fo divinely inculcated. The young Prince 
fully performed his Promife, and though 
the naturalVioIenee of his Temper would 
fometimes at firft a little fvtray him to- 
wards Pleafure, an habitual Pcrfeverance 
in Virtue at length totally overcame his 
Padions, and he lived to verify, in his own 
Charadler, the Dodlrine of Hierophilus, 
that the Power of Habit, €\thtv g(^4 or 
///, triumphs over all Things* 
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On Good and Beauty. 



tA\ OTi v^ogrxvlM v»i\» K»Kct TtKm ayaitn^tf 

Xcn* Men. 

THERE IS no Study fo improving 
and entertaining to the Human 
Mind, as an Enquiry into the final Caufe 
of all rational Pleafure; to trace to its 
Source the Reafon why Matter adts in 
fuch various Ways thro' the Inlets of the 
Senfes upon the Under/landings and affords 
fuch infinite Delight to the intermediate 
Powers of Imagination. By reafoning 
thus from the Etfedt to the Efficient, wc 
naturally become acquainted with the 
Conceptions of the great Author of all 
Things } we transfer as it were the Ex- 
cellence of his Works into our Manners, 
and grow imperceptibly Good and Virtu- 
ous (which is moral Comelinefs) by bet- 
ing 
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ing familiarized to the Beauty of external 
Objedls: Nature, the Subftitute of Hea- 
ven, agreeable to the divine Attributes, 
has calculated all Things for univerfal 
Convenience ; ev^ery Being that obeys her 
Dictates partakes of the general Good, 
and the Deviation alone from .them con- 
flitutes particular Evilsfo thatVice in Mo- 
rals is deftrudive to Pleafure, and Diforder 
inMatter cancels Beauty, iViz/^r^ therefore, 
in the Enquiry concerning Goodznd Beauty^ 
which I fhall prove to be the fame, mufl 
be the Criterion to go by. Enter into the 
Schools of the Painters and Sculptors, alk 
upon what Rules their Skill is founded, 
and what declares the Perfedion of their 
Performances ? The Artifts will tell you, 
that fuch a Statue or Picture has no intrin- 
fic Beauty in itfelf, but is relative to ano- 
ther Objedt, the Similitude to which is 
made the Venus of the Art ; the Thing 
therefore reprefented regulates our Efteem. 
Whence then does that derive this pri- 
mary Excellence ? From itfelf without 
any Reference to remoter Brings ? No, 
certainly. Every Objedt round has a 

M Share, 
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Share, and it is more or lefs Good and 
Beautifuh as it correfponds to them, and 
they to others to Infinity. Whatever 
then is proportionable and harmonious, is 
good 5 every thing that is fo, is natural 5 
we judge of Beauty by Nature^ conie- 
quently Good and Beauty are the famc^ 
Thus vrt form our Opinion of an Imdge. 
Every Limb and Feature ought to agree 
with the whole in Size, Age, Sex, (Sc. 
and this is called Symmetry ; this Symme- 
try is mod perfeft' when made for the 
Ufe and Strength of the Species, and that 
Ufe produces Beauty. It is the fame not 
only . thro' all the Arts and the original 
Objeds of Nature, but may be perceived 
too in Charaders, and Manners 5 for 
what is Virtue but Moral Proportion, and 
the juft Performance of the Part in Soci- 
ety affigned you to adt without Diminu- 
tion or Addition ? Every one who forms 
his Life upon this Plan, may truly be 
faid, without ftraining LjHiguage, to live 
beautifully. It now remains to be enquir- 
ed, tho' Good and Beauty are tlie fame, 

why 
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why they affedt the Mind with Pleafure, 
and from whence arifes that Difguft at 
Evil and Deformity ; for there is in both 
Cafes an inftantaneous EfFecS exclufive of 
Refledion. . There is in Human Nature 
a Power independent of the reft, called 
the Internal Senfe^ all perfed: and harmo- 
nious, which, as it proceeds from the 
Fountain of Good, remains for ever pure 
and untainted. External Beauty^ being 
the infallible and infeparable Companion 
of Chody bears a fraternal Likenefs to that 
mental Comelinefs or Order ; and as a 
Note on one Lute being touched, the 
Unifon of another tho' unmoved will anr 
fwer to it, fo the fimilar Perfedion within 
is refponfive to th^t outward Proportion ; 
and Difguft in like Manner is created by 
an analogous Difcord that £v/7and Defor^ 
mity bear to the virtuous and beautiful 
Propenfity of the Soul. I doubt not but 
it will be objeded, that there are many 
who deviate from this Rule in their Ac- 
tions, to whoni Vice in Morals^ and 
monftrous Appearances in Nature, feem 
M 2 delightful. 
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delightful. But let us confider, that this 
proceeds from the Deception of Fancy ; 
the Internal Senfe always judges right ac- 
cording as Things are reprefented 5 and 
it would be as juft to blame the natural 
Eye, when (as we read in fabulous Ac- 
counts) it miftakes a Defart for a Paradife, 
converted by a Magician, as to think the 
intelleSlual one deficient, when^ deceived 
by that Sorcerefs j for by her Wand the 
Monjirous is changed into the Wonderful 
and New^ and Vice becomes Eafe^ Plea- 
fure^ and Power. I fhall haye recourfe 
to the following Fable more fully to 11- 
luftrate thefe Truths. 

As the Human Soul was juft entered 
into that State we call Life^ and was 
wandeiring in fearch of Happinefs^ two 
Females appeared of different Forms. 
The One was called Evil ov Deformity^ 
the Daughter of Chaos, the Offspring 
of the Furies ; the other Good or Beauty^ 
^the Daughter of Nature, the Offspring of 
the Gods. The Former, to conceal the 
Uglincfs of her Perfon, had borrowed all 

the 
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the Ornaments Plutus could beftow, 
and was afliftcd by a delufive Glafs that 
Fancy held before her. The Latter wore 
the Garments of Si?ripHcityy and was fup- 
ported by Truth. As foon as the Firft 
faw the young Stranger, (lie ran and ad- 
dreflcd him in the following Manner : 
" How fortunate, O Youth, are you to 
** meet me, who am come to conduft 
" you to the Palace of Happinefs! In 
** yonder Plain, where all the Riches of 
*^ the Eaft are lavifhly beflowed, the 
" Goddefs refides; flie is conilantly at- 
" tended by the Loves and Graces^ and 
" their Mother, the fair Volupia, offers 
** her downy Couch to the Votaries to 
'^ reft on, whilft Bacchus prefents his 
'^ Cup of PeHght : Power ftands at her 
" right Hand, and Grandeur at her Left, 
** and the Frowns of Care^ and Wrin- 
^' k\es of Jndu/Iry^ are baniftied the joyful 
" Regions." When fhe had done (peak- 
ing, the Youth turned his Eyes and be- 
held a ftately Building of an AJiatic Order 5 
Satyrs, Mermaids, and Beafts of hetero- 
geneous Kinds fupported the Roof, and 
. M 3 all 
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all the Ornaments were fuch as never ex- 
ifted but in a wild Dream. But what 
attracted his Attention the moft, was the 
inebriated Pleafurc that appeared thro' the 
vaft Concourfe of People of all Sorts that 
attended the pretended Deity ; fome ex- 
prefled uncommon Tranfport in the Pof- 
feflion of a Sceptre, others (hewed Sigqs 
of greater Rapture in the Arms of a beau- 
tiful Woman, and many yawned out a 
a more indolent Satisfadion in a Pofture 
of Repofe. As he was beholding this 
Group of Figures, the other Female came 
up, and feeing him not a little pleafed 
with his Profpea, '' Behold, faid fhe, I 
*' am the only Parent of Happinefs ; let 
*^ not the falfe Appearance of that Impof- 
** ture delude you into Mifery.*' Upon 
faying which, her Attendant T'ruth ftruck 
the Palace with her Wand, whofe Touch 
no Fahhood can bear, and immediately 
the ftately Domes were turned into ^ 
frightful Ruin ; what before appeared the 
Refidence of Pleafure^ feemed then the 
Court of Difeafe ; the Laughs of Riot 
became th? Groans of Anguifh s Power^ 

that 
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at looked fo allaring and m.'ijeilic, wa$ 
funk into T'yranny^ with Scorpions in her 
ofom that ftung her to Diftraaiop ; all 
the reft underwent an equal Change, and 
appeared in their proper Shapes* The 
Youth immediately abafhed and frighten- 
ed, fled from this horrid Company, and 
fought for Safety in the Arms of his Pro- 
tfSIrcfs, who taking him by the Hand, and 
chearing him with her Smiles, refumed 
her Speech to him as follows: "See, 
faid flie, the Inchantrefs and her hellifh 
Crew are vanished, there is nothing 
** more to fear, I am the Guardian Ge- 
** nius of this Place, and never fail to 
*• guide thofe who feck me, to the Tem- 
*' pie of true Uappmeju That Goddefs 
^' is not attended, as you lately imagined, 
nor furrouoded byNoife and Riot, but 
fits enthroned in the filent Vale of So- 
litude, where Peace and Conlemplation 
adniinifter unto her, and the lawrelled 
Sifterhood of Art and Science celebrate 
her Praiie, There the lovely Family 
of Social F/r///t^5 dwell, and their great 
Parent Charity^ perpetually exercifes 



<f 



I ^( 



M 



them 



i68 ESSAY III. 

•* them in their heavenly Duty j Health 
*' and Order guard the Altar, and Con- 
« tent offers the Balm of Blifs to all the 
'' Votaries." 
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ESSAY IV. 
O;^ SELF-LOVE. A Fable. 

WHEN I confiderthe natural Pro- 
penfitydf human Nature to Good, 
I am often greatly furprized how the 
Power of Education is able to fubvert it ; 
but it raifes my Indignation, that Superifti- 
tion and idle Legends can caft fuch a Film 
over the Intelledlual Eye, at to render it 
in a great Meafure incapable of extending 
it's View beyond the little circumfcribed 
Limits of what belongs merely to Man. 
*Tis this Counter-Knowledge, that makes 
us by Degrees become felfi(h and unfocial, 
by confining the Defign and Benevolence 
of Providence to a part of the Univerfe, 
which inComparifon to the whole Syftem, 
is no more than a fingle Grain of Sand 
to the Earth itfelf j for when once we 
have begun to exclude our Planet by Su- 
periority from the reft, and to regard the 
other Luminaries as exifting only to 
ferve ours, we prefently proceed to bring 

the 
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the Thought nearer Home, by looking 
upon the Country we cafually were born 
in,, then the Family we come from, and 
at length, ourfelves alone, as the prin- 
cipal Objedt of divine Care. ^ This is the 
Bane of all Morality, and from this plen* 
tiful Source of Evils flow Pride^ Ill-N^- 
ture^ &nd that Parent of aftive Vices, Vn-- 
cbaritabknefs. Contrary Thoughts theire- 
fore rauft be produdlive of contrary EJflfedts; 
and I dare fay, every one who has expe- 
rienced the Light of ufeful Learning ^^d 
true Religion, will agree with me, that 
nothing tends more to better the He^rt, 
9s well as enlarge the Underftanding, thai) 
to carry our Thoughts as far as we ?re able 
into Immenfity, and to meditate on the 
Attributes of the Deity, from whom ?1I 
Wifdom proceeds^ and in whom it ends ; 
which will necelTarily lead us to confidcr 
the whole Solar Syftem as no more than 
a fingle Atom in Subje(3:ion to the uni- 
verfal Plan of divine Goverpment ! What 
thep is Man ! The jiraiians^ who con- 
vey all their Learning, tj^eir moral and 
religious Precepts, through Fables, relate 

the 
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the following Story, as an inftrudlve Lef* 
fon on this Subjed:, 

There lived in the Vale of KoritZy a 
Hermit named AkalI ah, who by the 
Power of a Talifman could convert any 
Animal whatfoever into another of a dif- 
ferent Species. His Life being as pure as 
his Knowledge was extenfive, he prefently 
became famous ever the whole Eaft, and 
all the Youth of the adjacent Countries 
came to him for Inftruftion. Among 
the reft, the Son of the King of Tbebet 
was placed by his Father under the Tui- 
tion of this celebrated Philofopher. Mo- 
NOPHAz, for that was the Name of the 
young Prince, was of a proud, felfifb, 
and cruel Difpofition ; he looked upon 
the other Nations of the Earth, as tribu- 
tary Vaflals to his Power, and upon his 
Father's Subjeds, as the abjedt Slaves of 
his Pleafure. Kaj-aphas, the good old 
King, who tenderly loved his People as 
a Parent, would often lament within him-^ 
felf the terrible Profpedl they had before 
them, when he anticipated the Calami- 
ties that were likely to enfuc after his 

Death, 
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Death, under the Reign of his SuccefTor; 
however, that nothing (hould be wanting 
to contribute to their Welfare, or that of 
his Son, he took all the Methods poffible 
to render the young Prince more humane 
and tradable j but when nothing availed, 
he at laft determined to fend him as 
abovementioned, to the great Philofopher 
and Magician Akallah. Accordingly 
whan MoNOPHAz was arrived at a little 
Village, where the Pupils of Diftindlion 
generally refidcdj he fent to command the 
Preceptor to come to him. Akallah, 
who both knew by his Art, and was pre- 
vioufly informed of the Temper of his 
royal Difciple ; told the Meflenger, that 
though his Birth and Fortune fet a Di- 
ftindtion between the. reft of Mankind, 
yet Wifdom claimed a Superiority by Na- 
ture over all j and though the Prince of 
^bebet had been accuftomed to command 
the Great ones of thd Earth, it was now 
his Turn to obey and attend the Will of 
his Mafter. As foon as Monophaz re- 
ceived this Meffage, which breathed a 
Spirit of Liberty and Philofophy, more 
than what he had been ufed to> he was 

greatly 
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greatly enraged againft the Hermit, and 
repairing to his Cave with the Servants 
that attended him, refolved to make the 
good old Man fall a Vidim to his Re- 
fentment. AKALLAH,,being apprized of 
the young Prince's Defign, wraited pa- 
tiently for his coming, upon whofe ap- 
pearance with a drawn Sword in his 
.Hand, he touched the Talifman, and 
MoNOPHAz was inftantly metamorphofed 
into an Emmet, The Attendants, upon 
the fudden Difappearance of their Mafter, 
were greatly aftonifhed, which the Her- 
mit perceiving-, " Behold ! faid he, point-r 
" ing to the Ground, that Infed which 
" you fee crawling on the Earth, was 
*' once MoNOPHAz, your Lord, who 
" was to reign uncontrollable over the 
** Lives of Millions, but is now reduced, 
*' by the Power of the Almighty, to lie 
** with Reptiles in the Duft ; for before 
'* his Prefence, who created every Being 
*^ for univerfal Good, and not felfifli De- 
** light, the greateft Monarch upon the 
*' Globe is no more than the fmalleft 
'^ Mote fluttering in the Meridian Sun. 
** Learn hence, continued he, young 

*' Prince 
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" Prince (looking down upon the Em- 

** met) that thofe alone are diftinguifhed 

" by his prefent and future Favour, who 

*^ correfpond with his great Defign of 

" promoting the Good of all his Crea- 

^^ tures, and guide their Lives by the 

*' unerring Dilates of Reafon, and ^the 

*^ tender Suggeflions of Humanity. 'Tis 

** in my Power, whom you lately fo 

" threatened in your Wrath, to make 

*' you continue in this Body, as a Punifh- 

** 'ment for the rafh Attempt s but as I 

** perceive by my Art, that there will 

*^ be a thorough Reformation of your 

" Mind with the Change of your Shape, 

" and that your future Condud will be 

" both a Bleffing to yourfelf and the 

** reft of Mankind; you fhall imme^ 

" diately be conveyed back again, in 

*^ your own Form, with your Attend- 

" ants, to the Court of your Father at 

** Theiet.'' Having faid this, Akallah 

touched the Talifman, by which Mono- 

PKAz found himfelf where the Magician 

prcMtniied^ to convey him; and being 

convinced, by this Experiment, of the 

Weaknefs and InfufEiency of Man in 

Comparifon 
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Comparifon to the Power of Heaven, 
he became afterwardsy by his Example, 
a living Precept of Goodnefs to the reft 
of the World. 
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E S S A Y V. 

On True and False RELIGION. 

Cum multa res in Philofopbia nequaquam 
fatis adbuc explicata funty turn perdif^ 
cilis. Brute J quod tu minime ignores j & 
perobfcura qucejlio eft de Natura De^ 
orum : qua ad agnitionem animi puU 
cherrima eji^ Gf ad moderandam Re- 
lic ionem necejfaria. 

Cic. de Nat. Deor. 

OF all the Comforts which the great 
Creator has beftowed upon Man- 
kind, the early Love and Admiration of 
his Perfedions, which he implanted in 
in us, called Religion, is the moft de- 
lightful 5 for what can more exhilarate 
Life, than the conftant Exercife of our 
rational Faculties, in contemplating upon 
the Attributes of an Almighty Being, 
whofe Power is g'uided by univerfal Bene- 
volence ? Nothing upon Earth can be - 
more heavenly than a Worflbip of this* 

Sort, 
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Sort, where Gratitude leads us to tbe 
ShrinCj and the Wings of Hope and Peace 
protect us. Such a Rehgion does not con- 
fift io external Rites and the holy Trum- 
pery of Ecclefiaflical Ceremonies^ in the 
fuppliant Fawn of Sacerdotal Grimace* 
nor the unintelligiblejargon of Hierarchi- 
cal Riddles, but in the pure Obedience of 
the Heart to theWill of him, who created 
every thing to co-operate in the univcrfal 
Harmony of Nature. Thefe Thoughts 
form us betimes to the ftridteft Rules of 
moral Beauty, they poize the Mind ia 
the Balance of Juftice, and open the 
Heart for the Reception of the coeleftial 
Family o( Charity, Here Contentment fits 
on her Throne fupported by Rcafon and 
Innocence \ and Happinefs^ her Oifspring, ef- 
fufes her divine Influence around the Scene. 
Thefe are the infcparablc Companions of 
true Religion. But what compofes theTraia 
oiSuperftition f A far different Groupe of 
Figures* Remorfe^ mental Perturbation^ 
Fear^ and Malice y and lam inclined to 
think, if it had not been for the Affiftancc 
of this Daemon, the natural Propenfity of 
Mankind to Good is fo great, that a Mul- 
titude together^ never could have been 
N guilty 
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guilty of thofe innumerable Cruelt 
which ftain the Annals of all Ages. Th< 
i$ nothing fo barbarous, nothing fo unna- 
tural but Superftition can convert into 
Duty. We read in holy Writ, that 'twas 
a Re/rgicus Ceremony of the Priefts of 
Moloch to facrifice Children to their 
Deity i and numberlcfs are the Paflages 
in profane Writers, of the bloody EfFcfts 
of Pagan Idolatry, befides all the do- 
fncftick Calamities, Injuries, and ImmOi^H 
Talitics of private Life y and all thefe ac-™ 
Crued from the falfe Opinions the Perpe- 
"frators entertained of the Deify. For as 
•*tis natural to imitate theObjedls of our 
Admiration, if He was painted by their 
Priefts, a rewngeful^ hftfuljll-difpofed Be- 
if]gt*tW2LS no Wonder theVotaries followed 
the big/j Example, and became at length 
fo perfeSi in all kinds of Wickcdnefs. 
Of this Stamp was the Heathen Jove^ 
who, according to the Holy Legends 
ancient Paganifm, began his Reign wi 
dethroning his Father, and made it aft 
wards one continual Scene of Inceft, Add 
tery, and every Aft of the moft flagrant 
Infamy, A very proper Objedl of Ado- 

ration ? 
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ration ! Plato, the great Light of the 
Heathen World, in the Dialogue entitled 
Eutryphony introduces a Man going to 
profecute his own Father, who, being 
reproved by Socrates for his Impiety, 
replies, Jupiter^ who is acknowledged by 
all Alen ta be thejujleft of the Gods, bound 
his Father in Chains for a criminal jlStion'* 
From which he implied, it was lawful 
and right for him to do fo too, Terence 
reproves tacitly the erroneous Worfliip of 
his Country, in one of his Comedies, by 
making a young Debauchee approve of his 
own Conduit by the Example of Jupiter^ 



>■ ■ Animus gaodebat mihi, 
Deumfefcinhomlnera coiivcrtifle,atquc per alienas tegulsis 
VcniiTe clanculum per itnplavium - 

At quern Deum? qui templa QxW Tonitu concudc* 
Ego homuncio hoc non facerem ? — — 

Such, no doubt, would be the confo- 
latory way of Reafoning for all who were 
willing to give a Loofe to their Defires, 
But thefe are Mifchiefs of a very interior 
fort to thofe that have arifen from Mif- 
reprefentations of the Nature of God. 
From this Source fprung the wild En- 
N z thufiafm 
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thufiafm of Arabia, whofc Votaries 
made Perfeciition the Inftrument of Re- 
ligion, and fprinkled the holy Way to 
Paradife with the Blood of Millions. 
Their great Prophet hinifelf gave a Sanc- 
tion to Murder and Robbery j and taught 
his Difciplcs, that the fureft Way to gain 
the Favour of Allah, was to triumph 
in the Death of Unbelievers. The Dag- 
ger of Maflacres he called the Swont 
of Heaven ; and fo intoxicated the Brain 
of a plcafurabie and libidinous People 
with the Hopes of a fcnfual Futurity, as 
a Reward for Crimes which otherwife 
would have fhocked human Nature, that 
I they rulhed forth from their Deferts like 
a Torrent, and bore down the Kingdoms 
of the Earth, by the fcarce interrupted 
ICourfe of their barbarous Enthufiafm. I 
rwilh now I could not add, that the pureft 
Religion the World ever knew, had been 
[made the innocent Caufe of almoft equal 
[Cruelties, and that the Defigns of wicked 
[Men had too much prevailed under the 
miftaken Notions of its divine Precepts, 
One would imagine, that fuch were en* 
fdeavouring to fulfil literally what the 

bkffed 



^ 



i 



£ S S A Y V. 



i8i 



rWefled Founder prophefied figuratively, 
"Think not that I am come to fmd Peace 
on Earthy but a Sword J'* implying, that 
every new Doftrine vrould meet with 
Oppofition. But the favage Bigotry of 
inhuman Believers have, as it were, prac- 
tically verified this Sentence, and con- 
verted the Temple oi Peace into the Den 
of DeJlruSiion. How repugnant a Pro- 
ceeding this to thofe coeleftial Inftifutions, 
which form the fineft Syftem of Morality 
Mankind ever was acquainted with, in- 
culcating Sobriety, Forbearance, Mercy^ 
and above all, what comprehends every 
aftive Virtue, Charity. The Tefts there- 
fore of Religion, are Benevolence and 
Reafon j whatever is produdive of the 
one, and conformable to the other, is 
certainly true ; and whatever is oppofite 
to cither, is as furely Impofture- As Rea- 
fon is the great Inveftigator of Truth, 
nothing has done more Service to Chri- 
ftianity, than a free Enquiry into its 
Dodtrines ; which makes me furprifed to 
hear daily fo many ignorant Zealots ex- 
claim again ft a Proceeding fo worthy the 
Nature of Man^ and agreeable to the 

N 3 Will 
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Will of the fupreme Being, Would they 
have us totally lay a fide, for the Sake of 
Faith, that firft great Gift of God, Reason ? 
if fo> they place the mofl: pure Religion 
upon a Footing with the groffeft Idolatry ; 
and in that Cafe, the cafual Circuniftance 
of being born and educated among In^ 
diam^ would have fubjedted us to the 
Worfhip of their imaginary Deities* They 
reply to this, as the Pythagoream did of 
old, concerning feveral Tenets they could 
not defend, Magijler ipfe dixit. This 
It putting Religion upon a very poor Foun- 
dation, to take every thing for granted 
that is taught them, without any farther 
Examination. T^antutn opinio prajudicata 
poterat^ ut etiam fine ratione valeret auSio^ 
ritas. [Cic. de Nat. Deor.] How many 
arc there of thefe who employ their ac- 
quired Knowledge, not to fearch after 
Truth, but to defend what they would 
believe ! But as Morality, as well as Re- 
ligion, depends upon the true Knowledge 
of the Deity (for as the great Father of 
Wifdom obfervcs, ** All our Endeavours 
art to be like bim, as far as we are able^**) 
the greateft Men of all Ages have made 
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it the principal End of their Studies to be- 
come acquainted with his Will and At-* 
tributes. Should any one fay, that tlje 
holy Scriptures are fufficient to teach us 
' this neceffary Truth, Ifiiou Id anfwer, that 
I grant they are beyond any Difpute, as 
they were written by his Infpiration, and 
were the only Revelation he ever niade 
to Mankind, But before we aflent to 
this, 'tis our previous Duty to examine 
flriftly, whether they are really fo or not> 
and whether fuch Inilitutions are agree- 
able to his all-perfed Attributes ; other- 
wife, right or wrongi we otFer the greateft 
Affront to our Creator, by taking that 
upon Truft, which ought to be the Sub- 
jeft of our mature Deliberations. That 
great Philofopher, who among the Mo- 
derns defended Chriftianity with the 
faireft: as well as ilrongeft Arguments, 
fays, [See Locke on the human Under ^ 
Jlanding^ *^ He that believes without 
^ ** having any Reafon for his believing, 
H " may be in Love with his own Fancies j 
H " but neither feeks Truth as he ought, 
~ ** nor pays the Obedience due to his 
Maker, who would have him ufe thofe 
N 4 ** difcerning 
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^ difccrning Faculties he has given 
' to keep him out of Miftake and Error. 
^ He that does not this to the beft of 
^ his Power, however he fonaetimcs lights 
' on Truth, is in the Right by Chance i 
^ and I know not whether the Lucki- 
nefs of the Accident will excufe the 
Irregularity of the Proceeding. This 
at lead is certain, that he is accoun- 
table for whatever Miftakes he runs 
into I whereas, he that makes ufe of 
the Light and Faculties God has given 
him, and fecks fincerely to difcover 
Truth by thofe Helps and Abilities he 
has, may have this Satisfaiftion in doing 
his Duty as a Rational Creature ; that 
though he fhould mifs Truth, he will 
not mifs the Reward of it : For he 
governs his Aflent right, and places it 
as he fliould, who in any Cafe or 
Matter whatfoever, believes, or mif- 
believes^ according as Reajon direfts 
him. He that docs other wife, tranf- 
greifes againfl: his own Light, and mif- 
ufes thofe Faculties, which were given 
him to no other End, but to fearch 
»nd follow the clearer Evidence, and 

*• greater 
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greater Probability," When Faith is 
thus regulatedj it becomes an earthly An- 
ticipation of Immortality; it fooths the 
I Pangs of Misfortunes, and moderates the 
Pleafures of Profperity, otherwife often- 
times too powerful for the human Bread. 
For by encouraging and entertaining us 
with the Hopes of more refined and per- 
manent Joys than we can comprehend at 
prcfent^ it makes us, as far as our Na- 
tures will admit of, indiiFerent to the ca- 
fual Lot of our tranfitory State, and gives 
,us below a Relifli for the Pleafures above, 
I ftill continued ruminating on this 
Subject, and now and then, to alleviate 
my Mind, caft my Eye on the above- 
mentioned Philofopher, till I went to 
Bed ; where in my Sleep, after having 
been hurried through many romantic Ad- 
^ventures, I had, toward Morning, the 
^^ol lowing more regular Dream, arifing^ 
^H fuppofe, from the con trailed Notions I 
^^ent to Reft with ; for Dreams, as the 
Stagyrite fays, are the faint Refemblances 
or the Shadows of our waking Thoughts 
and Aflions. I rofe, methought, out 
of a Place ofDarknefs vifible^ as Miltor 

calls 
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calls it, which was only light enough to 
Xhew the confufed Horror of the Chaos 
that was around me ; when on a fudden^ 
the War of Elements ceafcd, and as it 
were by Magic, each retiring to a proper 
Place, formed a moft beautiful Creation, 
As I ftood admiring with no fmall En- 
thufiafm the Power and Goodnefs of the 
unfeen Efficient of this Paradife, un- 
knowing to what End I was placed there, 
and how I ought to adt in order to contri- 
bute, as much as lay in me, to the Har- 
mony of the Whole i methought a Being, 
like the Idea we have of an Angel, came 
and oiFered to conduit me through the 
unknown Regions, and to inftruft me in 
the Nature of whatever I faw. Her 
Robes were like a Winter's Cloud tinged 
with Darknefs, her Afpeft was gloomy 
and penfive, and every Mark of a falfe 
Glory appeared upon her. By this Time 
a Number more of the fame Species with 
myfelf came thronging after her, every 
one expre fling the greateft Ardency to 
obey her, and believe her Inftrudions ; 
yet this pretended Zeal might be perceived 
to proceed from Fcar^ which feldom, if 

ever. 
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ever^ is a Companion of Lcfve* Upoa 
my making fome Hefitation to joio the 
Crowd, {he immediately put on fuch t 
Frown of Terrorj that my Blood ran chill 
to my Heart ; the Slaves of her Retinue 
too, though fecretly averfe to her Tyran- 
ny, joined the Menaces that were made 
againft me, till the Fear of being left dc- 
folate and alone, made me add one more 
to the unhappy Number* We had not 
proceeded many Paces, before another 
Angel appeared to us, whofe Afpeft was 
fair and gentle, whofe Demeanor was open 
and delightful, and her Garments were 
the unfuUied Brightnefs of Heaven. Our 
Eyes were inftantly fixed on this lovely 
Objedt, and Joy began to infpirc our 
Hearts. As foon as the Apoftate Sifter, 
who enthralled us, faw this Miniftrcfs of 
Happinefs, fhe filled the Air with a Mift 
that obftrufled our Sight, and we could 
behold our Comfort no more ; but as 
Refolution is a Guide to Truth, I and 
fome few more left this feemingSorcerefs, 
and with a loud Voice implored the Af- 
fiftance of that other coeleftial Being, 
Our Prayers were heard, and the Air to 

our 
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;Our Sight grew fercne and clear again ; 
-though the reft of our late Fellow- Suffer- 
ers, who durft not relinquifli their Errors 
through Fear^ ftill remained under the 
Enchantment. Our great ProteSfreJi ap- 
peared again to us, and fpoke in the fol- 
lowing Manner: *' Happy are you, O 
** Mortals, to efcape from that fell Im- 
/* poftor, who ufurps my Likenefs and 
/* Office, to delude the Unwary. I am 
:** Religion, the brighteft oi Beings un- 
/* dcr the Omnipotent, who condudt 
the Good to the Realms of unperilliablc 
Joy, She is Superstition, who leads 
.** them aftray into the Path of Error. I 
** rule in the Hearty She in ABion ; and 
.** there is not even one of her Dependants 
.**fo infatuated, but would declare, if 
they durft, againft her impious Reign* 
She has been attended long by a Matron 
. ** called Custom, the Fallacy of whofc 
; ** venerable Countenance entices Mankind 
. ** into her Miftrefs s Train, and then 
.** Opinion guards the Entrance againft 
** their Efcape, Let her delude thofc 
** miftaken Wretches for a while with 
** her antick Shows, whilft I lead you to 
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** behold the Court of unalterable De- 
•* hght/* As foon as (he had done fpeak* 
ing, there appeared a glorious Light that 
extended to the uttermoft Parts of the 
Earth, and filled our Bofoms with the 
moft Heavenly Senfation, At a Diftance 
Myriads of cceleftial Inhabitants came 
flying down, and fliowered innumerable 
Bieffings upon us, as we flood looking up 
at them. They feemed continually paff- 
ing to and from that eternal Source of 
Light* Whilft we were admiring this 
ftupendous Scene, one of thofe divine 
Meffengers, who had been to comfort our 
miftaken Brethren, involved in numbcr- 
lels Calamities by their deceitful Guide, 
afcended from them up to the Throne of 
the Most High ; fhe was called on 
Earth Repentance, and feemed beau- 
tiful even in Tears and Mourning- Not 
long after another defcended, cloathed in 
aetherial Mildnefs; the Smiles of Grace 
beamed from her Eyes, as if £he feemed 
delighted with being charged with the 
iirft Office of Heaven, doing Good ; her 
Name was Forgiveness. Mercy went 
before her PrcfenOe, and Truth guided 
4 her 
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hcf Flight. She had in her Hands the 
Balm of Comfort J and the more (he be- 
flowed, the more her Store encreafed. 
On a fuddcn the Clouds that had hitherto 
bbfcured the reft of our Species, were 
difpelkdi and the Majefty of the Supreme 
fhone upon them > at whofe Appearance, 
the Sorcerefs that had miflcd them> retired 
again to the native Rcahns of infernal 
J>arknefs, and was feen no more. As 
we were all going to offer up Thankf- 
givings for our Deliverance, I was awak* 
cned by the publick Rejoicings for the 
News of the Succefs of our ^Arms, Which 
Accident, and my preceding Dream, af- 
forded me fufficicnt Matter for Refledion 
all the Day after, on the fupcrintending 
Goodnefs of Providence, which conftantly 
does the beft for Mankind, educing Good 
and Happinefi even out of Evil and Gf- 
lantiiies. 
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On FRIENDSHIP. 

JDiJpares mores dtfparia ftudia fequuntur^ 
quorum dijpmilitudo dijfociat amicitias. 

TuLL^ de Amic, 

S I am in a great meafure an En* 
thofiaft in regard to that facred 
Paffion Friendfliip, nothing fooner raifcs 
my Indignation than to hear the Name 
pfoftituted upon every trifling Occafion, to | 
the meaneft and bafeft Ends ; the com* 
mon Ufe of which has made it fo cheap, 
that it is at length become a worn-out 
Note to carry on tlie Commerce of the' 
World, alike at the Exchange or ISe^v^ 
market^ the Court or the Bear-garden. 
Men of different Ages, Rank, and Incli- 
nations, indifcriminately herd together; 
and the Acquaintance of Debauchery and 
Folly ufurps the Title of Friendfhip. 
But what has given me the moll Concern 
is, to obferve, even among the Virtuous, 
a Want of Judgment in this Point, which 

has 
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has often proved very fatal. There arc 
Men of the greatefl Worth, whofe Adions 
claim oar Approbation and Efteem, but 
whofc Friend (hip, by reafon of a Difli-^ 
militude of Sentiments, would be neither 
defireable nor advantageous. An Indian 
Sage, giving Advice to his Son on this 
Subjedt, illuftrated his Difcourfe (accord- 
ing to the Afiatic Manner) with the fol- 
lowing Story* 

Thou haft heard, my Son, fays he, 
of the great Affedion Lizards have for 
Mankind. — Abairan, the Kaliph of 
Bagdat^ as he was hunting one Day in 
a neighbouring Foreft^ being fatigued 
with the Toil of the Chace, and feparated 
from his Company, laid himfelf down to 
fleep on the green Bank of a Rivulet, 
which feemed to invite him to Repofe 
with its gentle Murmurs. He had fcarcc 
clofed his Eyes before one of thefe friendly 
Animals awakened him by foftly touching 
him with his Tail ; but how great was 
his Surprize, when he beheld, not many 
Yards off, a large Serpent rolling toward 
him ? He immediately rofe, took up his 
little Deliverer, and fled. This Accideat 

filled 
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filled his Mind with fo much Gratitude, 
that he daily fed the Lizard vyith his own 
Hand, and cherifhed it in his Bofom. 
He had not done fo long before his Com- 
plexion, which was naturally healthy and 
florid, became pale and fickly ; his Eyes 
grew dim, his Appetite was loft, and all 
the Symptoms of an obftinate Djforder 
appeared upon him. The Phyficians, 
who were immediately called in to his 
Afliftance, employed all their Art in vain, 
jthe Diftemper increafed, and the Angel 
of ^Death feemed at hand to fummon him. 
Whilft he was in this Agony, a Stranger, 
« that time in Bagdat^ hearing of the 
](Caliph*s Illnefs, defired to be permitted 
to^make an Experiment, The Propofal 
was at firft rejected, and the Author 
looked upon as one of thofe travelling 
Empificks that infeft all great Cities. But 
the Stranger neverthelefs perfifling ftrong- 
ly-in his Rcqueft, and offering toanfwer, 
wftTi his Life, for the Succefs of his At- 
tempt, the Kindred of Abairan fuffered 
him to undertake it, Alchaman (for 
that was his Nam6)nofooner had looked 
upon the Eyes of the Kaliph, than he-de- 

O clared 
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dared that the Caufe of the Malady was 
a Lizard, whofe venomous Breath hac 
infeded the whole Mafs of his Blood *, 
and taking a fmall Phial from his Pocket, 
gave the Patient a few Drops mixed wit 
Water to drink. Abairan, as foon 
he had taken this admirable Medicin* 
found himklf much eafier, the Deliriu 
left him, his Colour returned, and the 
Heat of Youth glowed again in his Veins, ^ | 
Let it fuffice that theKaliph, having told 
the Stranger how he came by the Lizard| 
and the Reafon of his keeping it, intreated 
him to make the Palace of Bagdat his 
Home ; adding, that fince he had rcftored i 
him to Life, he hoped to receive from j 
him the Power of enjoying it too, by j 
having that Opportunity to fliew his Gra- j 
titude, the greateft Pleafure of which 
human Breafts are fufceptible/' To whicli _ 
Alchaman modeftly replied. ** ^y^M 
Lord, the Pleafure of doing good is in^i 
itfelf a fufficient Reward ; for the Bene- 
volent have as much Satisfadion in be- 
flowing, as the Indigent in receiving. 
If thou haft found any Benefit from my 
Endeavours^ all I alk as a Reward is to 

be 
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bepefmitted quietly to leave thy City, and 
return to that Solitude where I converfed 
with Wifdom and with Truth. Thou 
art a Prince, it is true, indued with all 
fecial Virtues 5 thy Reign is a BJefling to 
thy Servants, and the Admiration of thy 
Neighbours; but thy Friendfhip is as 
much to be avoided by me, as courted 
by the reft of Mankind. Pardon, my 
Lord, the Freedom of thy Servant's 
Mind, the only Empire a Philofopher 
fhould covet. Friendfhip is founded up- 
on an Equality of Conditions, and a Si- 
militude of Defires ; and even Virtue, 
tho' always neceflary to cement it, is in- 
efFeftual, if this Bafis be wanting. Con- 
fider then what a vaft Diftancc there is 
between thee and me ; confider the In- 
conveniencies that muft accrue to both 
from fuch a Conjundion. Thou haft 
been educated in a Palace, I In a Cell 5 
the Welfare of Thoufands depends upon 
thy *Care and Vigilance as a Governor ; 
my Satisfadion confifts alone in Retire- 
ment and Contemplation. Should we 
live together, thou wouldft on one hand 
grow rcmifs by attending to my Specula- 

O 2 tions, 
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tions, and I on the other ftiould be di- 
verted from my Meditations by the Bufi- 
nefs which would intrude upon thee. Let. 
us therefore be afunder^ that each may 
perform, as he ought, the Part which 
Providence has afligned him to vl&^ and. 
not prove a reciprocal Poifon to each other's 
Mind, as thou and the Lizard have bee^ 
to each other's Body. 
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0» CONJUGAL LOVE. 

2»/A«Tfl» fJtfv ivOj ^V^V ii fAioi. P y T H. 

OF all the Pleafures that endear Hu- 
man Life, there are none more 
worthy the Attention of a rational Crea- 
ture, than thofe which flow from the mu- 
tual Return of Conjugal Love 5 our great 
Poet Milton, after he has defcribed the 
nuptial Bower of Adam and Eve in P^- 
radifcy thus calls upon that blifsful State : 

** Hail wedded Love ! myfterious Law, true Source 

*' Of Human Offspring, fole Propriety 

*^ In Paradife^ of all Things common elfe. 

** By thee Adult'rous Lull was drit en from Men, 

*' Among the beftial Herds to range j by thee 

•* (Founded in Reafon, loyal, juft, and pure,) 

** Relations dear, and all the Charities 

** Of Father, Son, and Brother firft were knewn.— 

*' — Perpetual Fountain of domeftic Blifs ! — 

" Here Love his GMen Shafts employs 5 here lights 

«' His conjiant Lamp, and waves his purple Wings. 

O3 In 
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In this Scene the loofer Pafllons of Youth 
are confolidated into a fettled AfFeftion 5 
for the lawful Objed of Love unites every 
Care in itfelfj and makes even tbofc 
Thoughts that were painful before, be- 
come delightful. When two Minds are 
thus engaged by the Ties of reciprocal 
Sincerity, each alternately receives and 
communicates a Tranfport that is incon* 
ceiveable to all but thofe that are in this 
Situation } from hence arifes that heart- 
ennobling Solicitude for one another's 
Welfare, that tender Sympathy that alle- 
viates Afflidion, and that participated 
Pleafare that heightens Profperity and Joy 
itfeif. This is a full Completion of the 
Bleflings of Humanity ! for if Reafon and 
Society are the Charadlerifticks which 
diftinguifti us from other Animals, an 
Excellence in thefe two great Privilcgi 
of Man, which centers in Wedlock, muft' 
raife in us Happinefs above the Reft c 
our Species. It is here that the noble 
PafTionsof which the Human Soul is fuf- 
ceptible join together, virtuous Love and 
Friendftiip ; the one fupplying it with a 
t^onftant Rapture, a^id the other regulating 
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It by' the Rules of Reafon. I would not 
be underftood to be fpeaking here of thofe 
unnatural and dilproportionable Matches 
that are daily made upon worldly Views, 
where Intereft, or Luft are the only Mo- 
tives ; I mean that fuch only enjoy the 
Blefling, who are conduded by Hymen 
thro' his owft Realms of Innocence and 
Sincerity. A Gentleman who is very 
happy in a beautiful Friend^ as a certain 
Englijh Poet calls a Wife, and is a Kind 
of an Enthufiaft for the Married State, 
told me the following Story of an Italian 
Pair, who were famous for their unalter- 
able Conftancy and AfFedion. There 
lived at Genoa a young Nobleman named 
Marini, who had a large Eftate in the 
Ifland of Corfica^ whither he went every 
five or fix Years to regulate his Affairs. 
At the Age of five and twenty he was 
married to a beautiful Lady, the Daugh- 
ter of a Venetian Senator, called Moni- 
MiA, who had refufcd. the greatefl: 
Matches in Italy ^ to prefer the fortunate 
Marini, As their Marriage was found- 
ed upon a mutual Efteem, their Paflion 
encreafed inftead of diminifhing by En- 
O 4 joyment, 
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joyment, till they became an Example of 
Conjugal Duty to all that knew them. 
They had lived many Years in this unin- 
terrupted State of Felicity ; when Marin i 
was obliged to make a Voyage into Corfica^ " 
which was then difturbed by a rebellious 
Infurredlion, in order to fecure his Patri- 
mony, by encouraging his Dependents to 
ftand firm in Defence of their Country. 
But the greateft Afflidion, and which ab* 
forbed all the reft, was his being necefR- 
tated to part for awhile from Monimia, 
who being then very big with Child was 
incapacitated to go with him as ufqal. 
When the fatal Time of parting was come, 
they embraced with the utmoft Grief, and 
the warmeft Prayers to Heaven for one 
anothers Safety. As foon as this afflid- 
ing Scene was over, Marini embarked, 
and having a fair Wind, arrived fafe at 
Bajiia in a few Hours. The Succefs of 
the Rebels being ftopped, and the Affairs 
of the Ifland a little fettled again, our 
Lover began to prepare for his Return to 
Genoa j but as he was walking one Day 
by the Harbour where the Ships of Bur- 
then lay, he heard tv^o Sailors who were 
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juft arrived, talking of the Death of a Geno- 
efe Nobleman's Wife then abfent from 
the Republic. This cafual Circumftance 
greatly alarmed him, and excited his Cu- 
riofity to liften farther to their Converfa- 
tion, when after a little Paufe, he heard 
one of them mention the Name of his 
dear Monimia ; at thefe Words his Sur- 
prize and Affiidion was fo great that he 
had not Power to follow the Mariners to 
fatisfy his Doubt, but inftantly fwooned 
away, and when he recovered, found 
himfelf furrounded by his own Servants 
lamenting over him. At the fame Time 
that this happened to Marini, fomething 
of the fame Nature equally diftrcffc4 
Monimia -, for an imperfedl Account 
came to Genoa, by the Captain of a F^w- 
fian Veffel, that a Gentleman named 
Marini had been furprized near Bqfiia 
by a remaining Party of Rebels, and that 
he and all his Attendants were killed by 
them. Thefe two Accounts involved our 
unfortunate Pair in the greateft Diftrefs ; 
they immediately took Shipping in order 
to be convinced of what they fo much 
tlrcaded to know } the one for Cornea, 

the 
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the other for Genoa. They were both 
failed when a violent Storm arofe which 
drove their Vcflels upon a little Ifland in 
the Mediterranean. Marini's Ship land- 
ed firft, where, whilft the reft of the 
Crew were refrefhing themfclves, the in- 
confolable Widower, as he thought him- 
felf, wandered with one Servant only into 
a little Wood that was near the Sea-fliore 
to give a Loofe to his immoderate Grief. 
Soon after the Genoefe Ship landed too, 
and the fame Motive led Monimia with 
one of her Maids to the Wood where 
her Hufband was, lamenting his unfor- 
tunate Condition. They had not been 
there long before they heard each other's 
Complaint, and drew nearer mutually to 
fee if there was any Wretch living equally 
miferable with themfelves. But how great 
was the Aftonifhment of both, when they 
met in a little Path and faw each other ! 
the immoderate Joy was fuch, and the 
Tranfition from one Extreme to the other 
fo inftantaneous, that all the Power they 
had was to fall into each other's Arms, 
where they expired in a few Minutes 

after. 
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after. Their Bodies were conveyed to 
Italy^ and were interred with all the So- 
lemnity and Magnificence due to their 
Quality and eminent Virtues. 
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ESSAY VIII. 

• 0;^ SOLITUD E </;^^SociETY, 

M. Ant. lib. iv.-cap. 3. 

BOTH Sages and Fools are unanimous 
in their Admiration of Solitude, but 
each from different Motives. To the one 
it affords Scope to Contemplation, to the 
other Shelter from Contempt. The Con- 
tented enjoy it, the Difcontented feek it. 
The Guilty need it, the Innocent love it. 
To feek the Shades of Retirement in or- 
der to admire more at leifure the Works 
of the Creation, to grow thereby as it 
were familiar with the Conceptions of 
God, to harmonize the Mind to Moral 
* Beauty, by frequently contemplating upon 
Natural, and to anticipate in fome mea- 
fure the Blifs of Heaven, upon Earth 5 is 
acJ^cfolution worthy a Being, whofe Soul 
I84(|k Emanation of that eternal Source of 

Life 
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Life and Light that created all Things, 
But Fm afraid the general AfFcdion for 
the Love of Solitude proceeds from dif-i^ 
ferent Caufes j and that the Abode of the 
truly Good and Great, is too often made 
an Afylum for Pulillanimiiy, Avarice, and 
Ill-nature* Are there any difappointed 
in their v^orldly Views ? they immedi- 
ately fly hither, as the propereil: Place to 
conceal the Poornefs of Mind, too little 
and bafe to bear up againft Misfortunes. 
Is the Thirft of Gold the predominant 
Paflion ? Where can the Wretch find a 
more advantageous Situation, in which 
he could work his Mole-hills? i? the 
Mind diftempercd and diflbnant to So- 
ciety ? 'Tis here the Rebel to his Maker , 
choofes to growl at Heaven, and gratify 
the repining Anguiih of his envious Soul, 
to behold it's benignant Dew chetifliing 
the Earth. I can't fay, whether 1 readl 
the little Modern Eflay- Writers upon this 
Subject, with more Anger or Contempt ; 
one would imagine, from the Swarm of 
Political Scri biers, who blunder about 
what they have no Conception of, that. 
the only Defence of Liberty and Happiw^ 

nefs 
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Aire in a forced Retaliation of Contem| 
*Tis from hence we hear fo many Mur- 
murs againft prefcnt Times ; 'tis from 
hence Retirement becomes the Den of 
Mifery, which ought to be the Temple 
)f Repofe, Thus much has been faid of 
"^the Abufe of Solitudej and from what 
Motives the unatural AfFedion for an ill* 
3laced Love of it proceeds* Let us now 
examine the other fide of the Queftion, 
ind conGder wherein its Utility may truly 
confift, and who are the propereft to en- ^M 
'joy it. That Solitude intrinlically in it-^^^ 
felf is neither good nor evil, but takes 
its Quality from the Difpolition of k*s 
Votaries^ would be needlefs to prove. 
The Sage, who retires, not in a capricious 
Humour to detach himfelf from the 
Worldjbut to contemplate for the Ufe of his 
Fellow-creatures ; and the Moralift, who 
diverts himfelf a-while of the common 
Cares of Life, to view his own Heart ab- 
ftradedly, that he may be better qualified 
to adt relatively afterwards, are the only 
Perfons to whom the Shades of Retire- 
ment afford Pleafure or Inftrudion ; to 

thefc 
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thefe they appear like the Mahometan 
Paradife, whcTfe Groves are faid to yield 
the Fruit of Knowledge and Peace j to 
others they become a Pandamonium^ and 
ten, thoufand ugly Shapes are continually 
haunting them. When the Philofopher 
enters this divine Region, his Soul, as if 
it had pafled a Tranfmigration, gloMrs 
with a new-born Vigour, or rather aflumes 
the State- defcribed by Plato in the 
Phadon when it leaves the Body. The 
Silence of a rural Scene, the not un- 
pleafing Horror of the varied Light and 
Shade in the Woods, the Whifpering of 
the Trees, and the unbounded Profpeft 
of Heaven above, call up Meditation, 
as by a Charm, and all her Train of In- 
telledual Attendants. Behold she comes, 
awfully moving to his paufing Eye ! See! 
Indolence and all her Court of felfifti 
Vices recede from her Prefence ! Vir- 
tue precedes her. Beauty and Truth 
attend on each Side, and the laurelled 
Sifterhood of Art and Science imme- 
diatety follow. In her Hand (be bears 
the faithful Record of all Ages, and pre- 
P fents 
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fcnts to her View Examples of whatever 
Wifdom^ Valour, and Benevolence in- 
fpired. Here he reads the Inftitutions of 
Solon, there the Patriotifm of Curtius, 
and there the glorious Death of Socra- 
tes-, whilft Honour excites a Divine 
Emulation to imitate fuch Godlike Ex- 
amples. Thefe are the Comforts that 
Retirement affords the Good, and the 
Good alone ! For Defpair and H9rror 
whifper in every Breeze to the Wicked, 
and even Silence itfelf becomes an ever- 
tormenting Companion, I Ihall con- 
clude this Effay with a fmall Defcrip- 
tion of an ancient Egyptian Hierogly 
phic on this Subjeft. There was tb 
Picture of a Mirror upon the Walls ol 
a Temple at Memphis, in which feve 
ral beautiful, and feveral deformed Fi- 
gures were viewing themfelves, which 
was called the Mirror of Solitude, The 
former feemed juftly contented with 
their Appearances, but the latter had no 
fooner beheld their own Refemblance, 
than their Curiofity was inflantly changed 
into the moft violent Difguft to the faith- 



'^ 
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ful Inftrument, that had given them^ 
what they never v^rould have received 
otherwife, a true Knowledge of them- 
felves. 
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ESSAY IX. 

0;; CONTENTMENT. ^Fable. 

I Am inclined to think that the Mif- 
fortunes, as they are termed, of Life, 
are not fo often owing to the Want of 
Care, as the having too much, and be- 
ing over-follicitous to acquire, what Na- 
ture the great Subftitute of Heaven would\ 
efFedl for us, if we would be contented 
to follow her Didtates. The Brutes, led 
on by that inward Impulfe we call In- 
Jlin£l^ never err in their Purfuit after 
what is good for them ; but Man, en- 
lightened by Reafon, that particular Mark 
of Providence which diftinguiihes him 
from the reft of Beings, obftipately re- 
fufes to be conduced to Happinefs, and 
travels towards Mifery with Labour and 
, Fatigue. It would be abfurd to fay a ra- 
tional Creature would voluntarily chufe 
Mifery, but we too frequently do it 
blindly. Every thing, as the Philofophi- 

cal 
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cal Emperor obferves, is Fancy ; but as 
that Fancy is in our own Power to govern, 
we are juftly punilhed if we fufFer it to 
wander at will ; or induftrioufly fet it to 
work to deceive us into Uneafmefs. The 
moft fure and fpeedy Way to detedl any 
mental Impofture is by Soliloquy or Self- 
examination, iii the Way laid down by 
our great Reftorer of ancient Learning. If 
our Fancy ftands the Teft of this Mirror, 
which reprefents all Objeds in their true 
Colours, 'tis genuine, and may be ac- 
cepted by the Mind with Safety ; but if 
it recedes from the Trial, or changes in 
the Attempt, *tis fpurious, and ought to 
be rejected. This will inform us that 
the great Miftake of Mankind in the 
Purfuit after Happinefs, is carting their 
Looks at a Diftance for Lands of Para- 
dife, whilft the Profpedi, fo much fought 
after, blooms unbeheld around them. 

At Jfpahan in Perjia^ there lived a 
young Man of a noble Family and great 
Fortune named Achmet, who from his 
Infancy fliewed the earlieft Signs of a 
reftlefs and turbulent Spirit ; and tho' by 
Nature endowed with an Underflanding 

fuperior 
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fuperior to any of his Age, was led away 
with every Guft of Pafiion to precipitate 
himfelf into the greateft Dangers. After 
1 having a little experienced the Misfortunes 
[that accrue from fuch a Difpofition, he 
became fomewhat more diffident of his 
own Abilities, and determined to take 
the Advice of thofe who had been moft 
converfant with Human Nature, how to 
proceed for^ the Future. There dwelt 
not far from the City, in a little Cell a- 
mong a Ridge of Mountains, an old Her- 
mit, who many Years before had retired 
from the World to that Place to fpend the 
teft of his Days in Prayer and Contem- < 
plation. This good Man became fo fa- 
mous thro' the Country for his Wifdom 
and exemplary Life, that if any one had 
'any Uneafinefs of Mind, he immediately 
went to Abudah (for fo he was called) 
and never failed of receiving Confolation, 
in the deepeiT: AfiBiftion, from his pru- 
dent Counfel 5 which made the Super- 
ftltious imagine, that there was a Charm 
in the Sound of his Words to drive away 
Defpair and all her gloomy Attendants. 
Hither Achmi't repaired^ and as he was 

entering 
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entering a Grove, near the Sage's Habi- 
tation, met according Xq his Wifhes the 
venerable Reclufe; he proftrated himfelf 
before him, and with Signs of the utmoft 
Anguifli, *' Behold, faid he> O divine 
*' Abudah, Favourite of our mighty 
Prophet, who refembleft All ha by 
diftributing the Balm of Comfort to 
^' the Diftreffed, behold the moft mife- 

•' rable of Mortals'' He was going 

on, when the old Man, deeply affedted 

with his Lamentations, interrupted him, 

and taking him by the Hand, ** Rife, my 

^ * ■ Son, faid he, let me know the Caufe 

'* of thy Misfortunes ; and whatever is ia 

** my Power fliall be done to rcftore thee 

^^^ to Tranquillity/' Alas! replied Ach- 

P^^ MET, how can I be reftored to that 

^" which I never yet poffefled ! for know, 

thou enlightened Guide of the Faith- 

^' ful, I never have fpent an eafy Mo- 

•* ment that I can remember, fince Rea- 

** fon fir ft dawned upon my Mind. Hi- 

^ '' therto, even from my Cradle, a thou- 

^mf^ fand Fancies have attended me through 

'* ** Life, and are continually, under the falfe 

if* Appearances of Happinefs, deceiving mc 

^' into 
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•* into Anxiety, whilft others are enjoy- 
" ing the moft undifturbed Repofe, Tell 
*^ me then, I conjure thee by the holy 
^* Temple of Mecca, from whence thy 
** Prayers have been fo often carried to 
*' Mahomet by the Minifters of Para4ifey 
** by what Method I may arrive, if not 
" at the Sacred Tranquillity thou en- 
" joycft, yet at the Harbour of fuch 
" earthly Peace as the holy Koran has 
*' promifed to all thofe that obey it's gc- 
'* leftial Precepts 5 for fure the Damned, 
*^ who remove alternately from the dif- 
** ferent Extremes of chilling Frofts and 
** and fcorching Flames, cannot fufFer 
** greater Torments than I undergo at 
** prefent." Abuda perceiving that a 
difcontentejl Mind was the Source alone 
of the young Man's Troubles, *^ Be 
•* comforted, my Son, /aid he, for a 
« Time fhall come, by the Will of 
** Heaven, when thou fhalt receive the 
*^ Reward of a true Believer, and be 
" freed from all thy Misfortunes ; but 
" thou muft ftill undergo many more, 
** before thou can'ft be numbered with 
" the truly Happy. Thou enquircft of 

" me 
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^* q[ie where Happinefs dwells. Look 

*' round the World, and fee in how 

** many different Scenes fhe has taken up 

*' her Refidence -, fometimes, though very 

** rarely, in a Palace, often in a Cottage ; 

** the Philofopher's Cave of Retirement^ 

" and the Soldier's Tent amid the Noife 

** and Dangers of War, are by Turns 

" her Habitation; the rich Man may 

" fee her in his Treafurc, or the Beggar 

" in his Wallet. In all thefe Stations fhe 

^* is to be found, but in none altogether. 

" Go then and feek thy Fortune among 

" the various Scenes of the World, and 

if thou fliould'ft prove unfuccefsful in 

this probationary Expedition, return 

*' to me when feven Years are expired, 

" when the Faffions of Youth begin to 

*' fubfide, and I will inftru6t thee by a 

*' religious Emblem, which our great 

** Prophet (hewed me in a Dream, how 

'' to obtain the End of all thy Wiflies." 

AcHMET, not underftanding Abudah's 

Meaning, left him as difcontented as he 

came, aqd returned to Ifpahan with a full 

Refolution of gratifying every Inclination 

Q_ of 
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of Pleafure or Ambition, imagining one 
of thcfe niuft be the Road to Felicity/ 
Accordingly he gave hp his firft Years 
entirely to thofe Enjoyments which ener- 
vate both Mind and Body ; but finding 
at lei5gth no real Satisfaftion in the Pof- 
feffion of thefe, but rather Difeafes and 
Difappointment^ ; he changed his Courfe 
of Life, and followed the Didlates of Ava- 
rice, that was continually offering to his 
Eyes external ^Happinefs feated on a 
Throne of Gold. His Endeavours fuc- 
ceeded, ahd by the Afliftance of Fortune 
he became the richeft Subjeft of the Eaift. 
Still fomething was wanting. . Power 
and Honour prefented themfelves to his 
View, and wholly engaged his Attention. 
Thefe Defires did not remain long unfa- 
tisfied, for by the favour of the Sophy he 
was advanced to the higheft Dignities of 
the Perjan Empire. But alas.! he was 
ftill never the nearer to the primary Ob- 
jed of his moft ardent Wifhes ! Fears, 
Doubts, and a Thoufand different Anxie- 
ties that attend the Great, perpetually 
haunted him, and made him feek again 

the 
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the calm Retirement of a rural Life. 
Nor was the latter produdive of any 
more Comfort than the former Stations. 
In ftiort, being difappointed, and finding 
Happinefs in no orte Condition, he fought 
the Hermit a fecond Time, to complain 
of his Tate, and claim the Promife he 
had received before the Beginning of his 
Adventures. Abudah feeing his Dif- 
ciple return again after the dated Time, 
flill difcontented, took him by the Hand, 
and fmiling upon him with an Air of 
gentle Reproof, ** Achmet, faid he, 
*^ ceafe to blame the Fates for the Un- 
'* eafinefs which arifes alone from thy 
** owh Breaft 5 behold, fince thou haft 
** performed the Taik I enjoined in order 
" to make thee more capable of folio w- 
" ing my future Inftrudtions, I will un- 
*^ fold to thee the grand Myftery of Wif- 
*' dom, by which fhe leads her Votaries 
*' to Happinefs. See (faid he, pointing 
** to a River in which feveral young 
^* Swans were eagerly fwimming after 
^* their own Shadows in the Stream) 
\^ thofe filly Birds imitate Mankind; they 



** are 
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** are in Purfuit of that which their 
" own Motion puts to flight 5 behold 
** others that have tired thcmfelves with 
** their unneceflary Labour, and fitting 
'* ftill,arein Pofleflion of what their utmoft 
** Endeavours could never have accom- 
'' plifhed. Thu5, my Son, Happinefs is 
" the Shadow of Contentment, and refts, 
or moves for ever with it's Original. 
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deliberate^ were of courfe led to extend their imi- 
tationJfyond the peculiar rObjeSs 4ff the ifuff^na- 
tive powers I efpecialfy poetry^ which *^makif^ ufe 
of language as the injirument by which it imitates^ 
is confequently become an unlimited refrefefttdftpe 
qf every fpecies and mode of being. Tet as thek 
primary intention was only to exprefs th^ objeSs 
of imagination^ and as tbeyftill abound cbi^y in 
ideas of that clafs^ they of courfe retain their 
, original charaSlery and all the different pkafwres 
which they excite^ aretemfd^ in general^^^h^Ar 

SURfiS OF ImAGINATJOJ^.. . . ,• . ., v 

•^ ■ ' • . " '. . . . ....... V.:-^r; 

^ . "The Dejgn of the following poem is to give s" 

Vii^ qj^ thefe, in the.^argefl acceptation, of tk( 

term-y fo that whatever our ima^natioi^ fcipla 

from the agreeable appearances of nature, and 

^l, the various entertainment we meet with d** 

ther in poetry,' painting, mufic, or any of the 

(clegajit arts, might be deduciblefroo^'one or 

<>ther of thofe principles in the conftitution of 

th^ human mind, which are here . cftabliih*d 

and explained. 

t' ' . . ■ 

•.»•.. » . ..■....-. 

In executing this 'general plany tt '^m^jtceffary 

flrji of all to diftinguifh the Imagination from our 

• • •- • other 
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other jMdiies\ imdrntbe next place tb chariiffe^ 
rize thoji mpnal-firm er properties of being 
about which it is cimverjanty and^bicb are by 
nature adapted to ity as light ts to the eyesy or 
truth-to the underjianding. Thefe prifperties A^. 
Ad^ifyn'Bad reduced to the three general clajfes 
of greatnefsj novelty j and beauty i and into thefe 
we may 'anafyfe every objeSt^ however cdmplex^ 
which y properly fpeakingy is delightful to the ma-- 
gindtion. \But fucb an ohjeEl may alfo include 
manytoth&fources of pleafure^ anditsheauty^ or 
ftoveltyyOr grandeur^ will make a ftronger ifn- 
preffion by reafon of this concurrence. Befides 
which y the imitative^arts^ efpecially poetr% owi 
much i)f 'their effeSl /a:/^ fimilar exhibition of pro^ 
pertiesfuitefordgcitofhe^n^^inationj infomuch 
that Meuiry line of ihe'mq^ applauded poems^ we 
meet with either ideas drawn from the external 
fenfeSi - ipr ^ truths difconjer^d 4o the underfiandit^^ 
or i^firotiims 'of contrivahee and final caufesy or 
above all the reft^ with circumjlances proper to 
iiwakenand ingage the^pc^ons. It was therefore 
necejfary to enumerate and exemplify thefe different 
fpecies of pleafure\ efpecially that from the paf^ 
fionsy which ds it is fnpreme in the nobleft works 
of human genius ^ fo heing infome particulars not 
• . A 4 a little 
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a link furpnztng^ gave an opportunity to enlhi^ 
the didaffic turn of ihe poetny by introducing an 
allegory to account for the appearance. 

jifter tbefe parts of the fuhje^ which bald 
cbiifiy of admiration, or naturally warm and i*- 
iere^ the mind^ a pkafurt of a very differetU na- 
ture^ that which arifes from ridicule^ came next 
to be confider^d. As this is the foundation of the 
tomic manner in all (he artSy and has been but 
very ifnpcrfeiih/ treated by moral writers^ it was 
thought proper to give it a particular illujlratioflf 
and to difiinguifb the general fources from which 
ibt ridicule of cbarailers is derived. Here toa 4 
change of ft He became neceffary \ fucb a one as 
ibigbi yet be confiftentj if poffible^ with the gtw&^ 
ral tqfte of compo/Uion in the ferious parts of the 
fiibjefi: nor is it an eafy tafk to give atr/ tokrabk 
force to images of this kind^ without rutmr^ 
iither into the gigantic exprejfions of the mock*- 
heroic^ or the familiar and poetical raillery of 
frofefs*d fcuirti neitbis^of which would bavf 
been proper, here. 



1 ^, r matuiQls of all imitation being thus una 

'wt^iVf. no?hwgMWjetncun\4.bji^ toilkjiratefome 

_ ^ particular 
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)tlar pleafures whkb arife cither from thi 
relations of different ekfeiis one f& another^ 9f 
from the nature of imitation itfalf Of the firfi 
kind is that various and complicated refetMamt 
exijiing between feveral parts of the material and 
immaterial worlds^ which is the foundatim of 
metaphor and wit. As it feems in a gnat nua^ 
fare to depend on the early affociaiion of our idtas^ 
and as this habit of affociating is the fource ef 
man^ pleafures and fains it» life^ and on tkaf 
account hears a great Jhare in the infiumcd of 
poetry and the other arts^ tt is therefore mentioned 
here and its effeiis defcrib^d. "Then follows a gC'^ 
neral account of the produBion of thefe elegant 
arts^ and of the fec&ndary pleafurcy asifisca/rj^ 
ariftng from the refemblance of their imtaiiofis to 
the original appearances of nature. After which^ 
the work concludes with fome refieStions on th^ 
general condu^ of the powers of imagination^ 
and on their natural and moral ufefulnefs in life. 



Concerning the manner &r turn of co}npofiiim 
which prevails in this pece^ little can he faU 
with propriety by the author. He had tivo ma^ 
dels J that antient and Jhnple one of the firjl 
Grecian poets^ as it is refined by Virgil in the 

Georgics, 
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Georgics, and the familiar epyiolafj way of 
Horace* Tins latter has feveral advantages. 
It admits of a greater variety of ftik ; it more 
readily ingages the generality if readers^ as par- 
taking more of the air of converfation y and efpe- 
dally with the aj^ance of rhyme^ leads to a clofer 
md more concife expreffion. Add to this the 
ixample of the moft perfeSi of modem poets j who 
bos fo happily allied this manner to the mblefi 
parts of philofaphy, that the public tajie is in a 
great meafure formed to it alone. Zetj after all, 
the fubjeii before us tending almoji conftantly to 
admiration and enthufiafm^ feenfd rather to de- 
mand a more open, pathetic and figured ftile. 
This too appeared more natural^ as the author's 
mm was not fo much to give formal precepts^ or 
inter into the ivay of direct argumentation, as by 
exhibiting the moft ingaging profpeSis of nature^ 
to enlarge and harmonize the imaginationy and 
by that means infenfibly difpofe the minds of men 
to afimilar tafte and habit of thinking in religion^ 
morals^ and civil life. *Tis on this acccutU that 
be is fo careful to point out the benevolent inten^ 
tion of the author of nature in every principle of 
the human conftiiution here infijied on\ and alf& 
to unite the snoral excellencies of life in the fame 

pjint 
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poitU of view with the meer external objeSls of 
good tafte ; thus recommending them in common 
to our natural propenjity for admiring what is 
beautiful and lovely, ^he fame views have alfo 
led him to introduce fomi fentiments which may 
perhaps he looked upon as not quite direS to the 
fubjeH 5 but Jince they bear an obvious relation to 
ity the authority of Virgil, the faultlefs model of 
didaSic poetry^ will beft fupport him in tUspar^ 
iicular. For the fentiments them f elves he makes 
no apology. 
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^"W T 7ITH what attraaivccharms this goodly flame 

^ ^ Of nature touches the confenting hearts 
<Jf mortal men; and what the pleafing ftorca : 
Which bdatiteous imitation thence derives 
J^o deck the poet's, or the painter's toil j/; . ^5 
^y verfe unfplds. Attend, ye gentle Pow^nt ;: • 

Of 
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Of Musical Delight ! and while I fing 
Yourj^ftSj your hononrsj dance around my ftraim 
Thou, fmiling queen of every tuneful breaft. 
Indulgent Fancy ! from the fruitful banks 
Of Avon, whence thy rofy fingers cull 
Frefli flowVs and dews to fprinkle on the turf 
Whtre 'Shake fpecre lies, be prefcnt ; and witfi the^ 
Let Fiction come, upon her vagrant wings 
Wafting ten thoufand colours thro* the air. 
Which, by the glances of Ber magic eye, 
She blends and iTiifts at will thro* countlefs fornis, 
Htr wild citation, ^ddcfs of theiype. 
Which rules the accents of the moving fphere, 
Wilt thou, eternal Hjarmoky ! defcend. 
And join this feflive train ?' for with thee comes 
The guide, the guardian of their lovely fports, 
JMajeftic Truth y and where TRirTur deigns tocome^ 
Her:fiflcr LiBERTyjwiil not be far* 
Be prdfent all ye Gi mb who cond uft 
The wandering foatfttps tai^ the yourfiful bard. 
New to ywr fpriogSi and ihadcs r who touch his ei 
With fittcj founds : who heighten to his eye 

The 
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The bloom of nature, and before him turn 

The gayeft, happieft attitude of things- 30 

Oft have the laws of each poetic ftrain 
The critic- verfe unploy*d ; yet ftill unfung 
Lay this prime fubjed, tho* importing moft 
A poet's name : for fruitlefs is th' attempt. 
By dull obedience and by creeping toil ^g 

Obfcure, to conquer the fevere afcent 
Of high Parnaflus. Nature's kindling breath 
Muft fire the chofen genius ; nature's hand 
Muft firing his nerves, and in^ his eagle-wings 
Impatient of the painful ftecp, to foar 40 

High as the fummit : there to breathe at large 
iEtherial air ; with bards and fages old. 
Immortal fons of praife. Thefe flatt'ring fcenes 
To this neglcfted labour court my fong ^ 
Yet not unconfcious what a doubtful talk 45. 

To paint the features of the mind. 
And to moft fubtile and myfterious things 
Give colour, ftrength and motion. But the love 
Qf nature and the mufes bids e;cplore, 

B Thro' 
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Thro* fecret paths crcwhile untrod by man, ^o 

The fair poetic region, to detedl 
Untafted fprings, to drink infpiring draughts. 
And (hade my temples with unfading flowVs 
Cuird from the laureate vale's profound recefs. 
Where never poet gain'd a wreath before. gs 

^ From heav'n my drains begin 5 from heav*n dcfcends 
The flame of genius to the human breaflr. 
And love and beauty, and poetic joy 
And infpiration. Ere the radiant fun 
Sprang from the eafl^ or 'mid the vault of night 60- 
The moon fufpended her fcrener lamp 5 
Ere mountains, woods, or ftreams adorn'd the globe,- 
Or wifdom taught the fons of men her lore ; 
Then liv'd th' almighty One : then deep retired 
In his unfathom'd cflence, view'd the forms, 65 
TKe forms eternal of created things; 
The radiant fun, the moon's nofturnal lamp. 
The mountains, woods and ftreams, the rolling globe, 
And wifdom's mien coeleftial. From the firft 
Of days, on them his love divine he fix'd, yo . 

His 
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His admiration : till in time compleac. 
What he admir'd and lov'd, his vital fmilc 
Unfolded into being. Hence the breath 
Of jife informing each organic frame, 74 

Hence the green earth, and wild refounding waves ; 
Hence light and fhade alternate ; warmth and cold s 
And clear autumnal fkies and vernal fhow'rs. 
And all the fair variety of things. 

But not alike to every mortal eye 
Is this great fcene uftveil'd. For fince the claims to 
Of focial Jiife, to diflPrerit la'bqm^ urge 
The aftive powers of man ; with wife intent 
The hmd of nature on peculiar minds 
Imprints a difPrent byafs, and to each 
Decrees its province in the common toil. S5 

To fome Ihc taught the fabric of the fphere. 
The changeful moon, the circuit of the ftars. 
The golden zones of heav*n : to fome Ihe gave 
To weigh the moment of eternal things. 
Of time, and fpace, and fate's unbroken chain, 90 
And wiirs quick impulfe : others by the hand 

B 2 She 
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She led o'er vales and mountains, to explore 

What healing virtue fwells the tender veins 

Of herbs and flow'rs ; or what the beams of morn 

Draw forth, diftilling from the clifted rind ... g^ 

In balmy te?rs. But fome, to higher hopes 

Were deftin*d ; fome within a finer mould 

She wrought, and tempered with a purer flame* 

To thefe the fire omnipotent unfolds 

iThe world's harmonious volume, there to read loo 

The tranfcript of himfelf. On every part 

They trace the bright impreflions of his hand : 

In earth or air, the n^fadow's purple (lores. 

The moon's mild radiance, or the virgin's form 

Blooming with rofy fmiles, they fee portrayed 105 

That uncreated beauty, which delights 

The mind fupreme. They alfo feel her charms, 

Enamour'd j tbey partake th* eternal joy. 

For as old Memnon's image, long renownM 
By fabling Nilus, to the quivVing touch no 

Of Titan's ray, with each repulfive firing 
Confenting, founded thro' the warbling air 

Unbidden 
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Unbidden ftrains ; even fo did nature's hand 
To certain fpecies of external things. 
Attune ^the; finer organs of the mind ; 115 

S9 the glad impulfe of congenial powers. 
Or pf fweet found, or fairrproportion'd form. 
The grace of motion, or the bloom of light. 
Thrills thro' imagination's, tender frame, 
From nerve tp nerv? : all n^ed ai^d aliv^ 120 

They catch the fprcading rays : till now the foul • 
At length difclofes every tuneful fpring. 
To that hariponious mpveipent from without, 
Refponfive.. Then the inexpAflive drain 
Diffiifes its inchantment : fancy dreams ,. 125 
Of facred fountains and Elyfian groves. 
And v^les of blifs : the intcUeftual pow'r ' 
gepds from his awful throne a wondVing car. 
And fmiles : the paflions gently footh'd away. 
Sink to divine repof?, and love and jpy 1 30 

Alone are wdcing ; love ^nd jay, ferene 
As airs that fan the fummer. O! attend. 
Whoe'er thou art^ whom thefe delights can touch, 
Whofe candid bofom t;h? refining love 
Of nature warn*, O ! liften to my fong ; 1 35 

B3 Ai 
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And I will guide thee to her fav'rite walks. 
And teach thy folitude her voice to hear. 
And point her lovelieft features to thy view* 

Know then, whatever of nafure's pregnant ftores; 
Whatever of mimic art's refle6ted forms 140 

With love and admiration thus inflame 
The pow'rsof fancy, her xiclighted fons 
Ta three illuftrious oMcrs have referred ; 
Three fifter-graces,' whom the paint^'s hand^ 
The poet's tongue confefTes ; i^tfublime^ 145 

T\it wonderfulj the fair* Ifee them dawn! 
i fee the radiant vifions, where they rife,. 
More lovely than when Lucifer difplays 
His beaming forehead thro' the gates of mom^ 
To lead" the* tram of Phoebus and the fpring. 150 

' Say, why was man fo eminently rais'd ^ 
Amid the vaft -creation 5 why wdain'd 

Thro* 



Snj, otiy luas matr, &<i.] In apologizing for the frequent 
• negligences ^of.thp fublimeft ^u^Ii^ors ^^ Qreece, 7ifi/i god4ih 
geniifjest fays Lonjuus^ nvere nuell^ajjured^ that nature had not 

i It tended 
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ThroVIife and death to dart his piercing eye, 

With'thoughts beyond the limit of his frame j 

But that th' Omnipotent might ftnd him forth 155 

In fight of mortal and immortal powVs, 

As oh a boundlefs theatirc, to run 

The great career of jullice ; to exalt 

His gcnVous aim to all diviner deeds ; . 

To chafe each partial pqrpofe from his breaft j i6o 

And thro' the mifts of paffion ^d of fenfe. 



intended "man for a lonu-fpWifed or ignoble being: but bringing ns 
into life q^i the midfi of this nuide nnjhverfe^ as Before a multitude 
ajfembled at fome heroic folemnity that <we might ht ffe&ators of all 
her magnificence f and candidates highjn effiulation for the prize of 
glory ; /he has therefore implanted in our fouls an inextingut/hable 
love of e*very thing great and exalted, of every thing ivhich ap- 
pears divine beyond our comprehen/tofi' Whence it comes to pafs, 
that even the <whole *world is not an objeS fuffieitnt for the depth 
and rapidity of human imagination, tsjhi^h often /allies forth bfn 
yond the limits of all that furround us. Let afy mam cafi his eyi 
through the nvhole circle of our exijfence, and confider ho<w ejpet 
eialiy it abounds in excellent and grand ol^e^s^ he nuill foon ac* 
knonxjledge for fwhat enjoyments and psfrjnits ^we t^'ere deftin^d. 
'Thus by the very propenfity of nature voe are led to admire , not 
little fprings or Jhallow rivulets,, however clear and delicious^ but 
the Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and much more than all, tU 
Ocean, *c. Dianyf. Longin, de Suhljm. J. xxxiW 
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And thro' the tofling tide of chance and pain. 

To hold his courfe unfaltering, while the voice 

Of truth and virtue, up the fteep afcent 

Of nature, calls him to his high reward, 165 

Th* applauding fmilc of heav'n ? Elfe wherefore bums 

In mortal bofoms this unquenchcd hope. 

That breathes from day to day fublimer things. 

And mocks poffeflion ? wherefore darts the mind, 

With fuch refiftlefs ardour to embrace 170 

Majeftic forms j impatient to be free. 

Spurning the grofs controul of wilful might 5 

Proud of the ftrong contention of her toils ; 

Proud to be daring ? Who but rather turns 

To heav'n's broad fire his unconftrained view, 175 

Than to the glimmVing of a waxen flame ? 

Who that, from Alpine heights, his laboring eye 

Shoots round the wide horizon, to furvrfy 

Nilus or Ganges rowling his bright wave i y^ 

Thro'n)^ntains,plains,thro' empires black with (hade. 

And continents of fand ; will turn his gaze 

To mark thejwindings of a fcanty rill 

That murmurs at his feet ? The high-born foul 

Difdains 
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Difdains to reft her heav'n-afpiring wing . 
Beneath its native quarry. Tir*d of earth iS^ 
And this diurnal fcene, fhc fprings aloft 
Thro' fields of air 5 purfues the flymg ftorm ; 
Rides on the volky'd lightning thro* the heav'ns 5 
Or yok'd with whirlwinds and the northern blaft| 
Sweeps the long traft of day. Thcij |iigh flie foani 
The blue profound, and hovering round the fun 191 
Beholds him pouring the redundant ftrcam 
Of light; beholds hi3 unrelenting fway 
Bend the reluftant planets to abfolve 
The fated rounds of time. T.hence far effus'd 195 
She darts her fwiftnef§ up the long qireer 
Of devious comets ; thro' its burning figns 
JExulting meafures the perennial wheel 
Of nature, and looks, back on all the ftars, 
Whofe blended light, as with a milky zone, 200 

Invefts the orient. Now amaz'd fhe views 

. ^ ■ ■ 

Th'enipyreal wafte, where happy fpirits hold^ 

Beyond 



T^'' empyreal wafie,"] Ne fe peut-il point qu*l y a un grand 
i/pace audela de la regm des etoiUi? ^ue cefoit U del §mpyrei,, 

9U 
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Beyond this tbxicave heav'n, their calm abode ; 

sflLttJ fields of radiance, whpfe unfading light 

Has travelled the profound fix thoufand years, 205 

Nor yet arrive in fight of mortal things. 

Ev*ii on the barriers of the world untirV) 

She meditates th* eternal depth below; 

9!iH; %alf recoiKhg, down the headlong ftcep 20^ 

Sfce fihinges 5 foon overwhelmed and lwallow*d up. 

In that immenfe of being. There her hopes 

Reft at the fated goal. For from the birth 

Of mortal man, the fovVcign Maker faidj^ 

That not in bumble nor in brief delight,^ 

Not in the fading echoes of renown, 215 • 

Pow'r's puiple-robes, nor pleafure*s flow*ry lap. 



#» fion, toujour s eetejface immenfe qui invironne toute cetti region^ 
fottrra e$re rempU Je ttnheur l^ de gloire, U powra itre con^n 
comme roci»^,/pw Jfrei/sruf lesjieu^s de tqut£s lit ereaturfi bietf 
heureufeSf quand eUes/eront 'venues a ieur ferfeSion dans le fyfiimt 
des etoiYes. XcibhittJ dans la Theodiccft, part. i. J. 19. 

Whi^ unfading ligbt^ &c.] It was a notion of the great 
.Mr- V^Z'^h that there max ^ ^^^^ ^^"^ ^^ ^^^ ^ diflance 
from our folar fyflemy as that their light fhould not have had 
time to reach as^. even from the creation of the wo;rld to thi^ 
day. " ' .. ^ .. . .. . ..^ 

The 



• 



^^ 



BookL of imagination. ^f 

The foul flibuld find enjoyment : but from thcfc 
Turning difdainful to an equal good. 
Thro* all th' afcent of things inlarge her view. 
Till every bound at length Ihould difappear, 22d 
And infinite pcrfedtion clofe the fcene. 

Call nbw to mind what high capacious powers 
Lie folded up in man ; how far beyond 
The praife of mortals, may th* eternal growth 
Of nature to perfe6Hon half divine, 225 

Expand the blooming foul ? What pity then 
Should floth's unkindly fogs deprefs to earth 
Her tender bloflbm ; choak the fbreams of life^ 
And blaft her fpriug! Far otherwife defign'd 
^Almighty wifdom ; nature*s^liappy cares . 230 
Th' obedient heart far otherwife incline* 
/Witnefs the fprightly joy when aught unknown 
Strikes the quick fenfe, and wakes each adive pow*r 
To briOcer mcafures : witnefs the negleft 
Of all familiar profpe(5b, tho* beheld 235 

With 
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Of all familiar frofpeBs^ &c.] It is here fiud, that in con- 

fequence 
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With tranfport once ; the fond attentive gazQ 
Of young aftonifliment \ the fober zeal 

Of 

feqoence of the love of novelty, objedbr which at firft woe 
highly delightful to the mind, lofe that cffedl by repeated at- 
tcntion to them. But the inftance of hahit is oppos'd to this 
obfawion ; for /*frf, objects at firft diftaftcfal arc in time ren- 
dered intirely agreeable by repeated attention. 

The difficulty in this cafe will be removed, if we confider, 
that irlb^ objeds at firft agreeable, loie that influence by fre- 
quently recurring, the mind is wholly fajji've^ and the percept 
tibn involuntary ; Ktit habit, on the o^her haiid, generally fup- 
pofes cb^ce and a^t<vity accompanying it ; To that the pkafiiie 
arifes h^e not from the objedt, but from the mind's con/dtp 
determination of its owii a£livity ; and confequen6ly increafes in 
proportion to the frequency of that determination. 

It will ftill be urged perhaps, that a faimiliarity with dif- 
agreeable objefts renders tl^ein at length acceptable, even when 
the?c is no room for the mirtd to refol've or aSt at all. In thh- 
cafe, the appearance muft be accounted for, one of thefe ways. 

The plcafure from habit may be meerly negative. The ob- 
je£l at firft gave unealiixefs : this uneafmefs gradually wears off 
i& the abje£l grows familiar : and the mind fincKng it at laft in- 
tirely removed, reckons its £tuatioa really pleafurable, com- 
pared with what i^ had experienced before. 

.The diflike conceived of the objeft at firft, might be o^i^ 
to pritjudice or want of attention. Confequently the mind being 
nccciTitated to review it often, may at length perceive its o.vxa 
miftake, and be reconciled to what it had looked on with aver- 
fion. . I n whic^ cafe, . a fort of inftindive jufticc naturally liadt 
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Qf age, commenting on prodigious things. 

For fuch the bounteous providence of heav'n, 

In every breaft implanting this defire 240 

Of objcdts new and ftrange, to urge us on 

With unremitted labour to purfue 

Thofe facred ftores that wait the ripening foul^ 

In truth's cxhauftlefs bofom* What need words 



it to make amends for the injiuy, by mntiing coward the othe 

extreme of fondncfs and attacbmem. 

Or lailly, the* tke object icfclf fhoald always continue diC 
agreeable, yet circumllancca of pleafore or good fortune mzy 
occur along with it- Thas an aUbdatioii ms.y arife in die 
mind, and the objeft never be remembered without thofc plcaC 
ing circumflanccs attending it ; by which means the difagree^ 
able tmprefllon which it at fir (I occafion'd will In time be ^uite 
obliterated. 

■ this dejire 

Of dj(S% new and ftrange ] Thcfe two ideas are oft 

confounded ; tho' it is evident the mecr m^dty of an objedk 
makwS it agreeable, even where the mind Is not affefled with 
the leaft degree of ^wander: whereas 'WQnder indeed always im- 
pliei nomiliyt being never excited by common or well'knoi;i 
appearances. But the plcafare in both cafes is explicable from^ 
the fame final caufe, the acquilition of knowledge and inhrgc- 
[lent of our views of nature : on this account it is natural to 
xeat of them together. 

To 
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To paint its powV? For this^ the daring youth 24 
Breaks from his weeping mother's anxious arms. 
In foreign climes to rove : the penfive fage 
Heedlefs of fleep, or midnight's harmful damp^ 
Hangs o'er the fickly taper; and untir'd 
The virgin follows, with inchanted ftep, 250 

The mazes of fome wife and wondrous tale. 
From morn to eve ; unm'mdful of her form. 
Unmindful of the happy drefs that ftole , 
The wiihes of the youth, when every maid 
With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night 25^ 
The village-matron, round the blazing heartli 
Sufpends the infant-audience with her tales. 
Breathing aftonifhment ! of witching rhimes. 
And evil fjpirits ; of the death- bed call 
Of him who robb'd the widow, and devoured 260 
The orphan's portion -, of unquiet fouls 
Ris'n from the grave to eafe the heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life conceal'd -, of fhapcs that walk 
At dead of night, and clank their chains, and wave 
The torch of hell around the murd'rer's bed. 26. 
At every folemn paufe the croud recoil • 

Gazing 
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Gazing^each other fpeechlefs, and congeal'd ! . 
WiA ihiv'ring fighs : till eager for th! event, . : 
Around the beldame all arre£t theyllimg, .ai?9 

Each trembling heart with grateful terrors qiwlPd, •. 

Butlo! difclosM in all her fmiRhg pomp, ; 
Where Beauty onward moving claims the vcrfe 
Her chahns infpire : the freely-flowing verfe 
Iti thy immortal praife; O form divine, 274 

Smooths her mellifluent ftrcam. Thee, Beauty, thcc 
The regal dome, and thy enlivening ray 
The moffy roofs adore: thou, better fun! 
For ever beameft on th' enchanted heart 
Love, and harmonious number, and delight 
Poetic. Brightcft progeny of heav'n I 280 

How Ihall I trace thy features ? where feleft 
The rofeate hues to emulate thy bloom ? 
Hafte then, my fong, thro* nature's wide cxpanfe> 
Hafte then, and gather all her comelicft wealth. 
Whatever bright fpoils the florid earth contains, 285 
Whatever the waters, or the liquid air. 
To deck thy lovely labour. Wilt thou fly 

With 
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With laughing Autumn to th' Atlantic ifles^ 

And range with him th* Hefperian fields and fee, 

Where'er his fingers touch the fruitful grove, 29a 

The branches ihoot with gold ; where'er his ftep 

Marks the glad foil, the tender cluftcrs grow 

With purple ripenefs, and inveft each hill 

As with the blulhes of an evening flcy ? 

Or wilt thou rather ftoop thy vagrant plume, 295 

Where, gliding thro' his daughter's honoured fhades. 

The fmooth Peneus from his glafly flood 

Reflefts purpureal Tempe's pleafant Jcene ? 

Fair Tempe ! haunt belov'd of fylvan pow'rs, 

Of nymplis and fauns ; where in the golden age 30a 

They play'd in fccret on the fliady brink 

With ancient Pan ; while round their choral fteps 

Young hours and genial gales with conftant hand 

Show'r'd bloffoms, odours, fliow'r'd ambrofial dews. 

And fpring's Elyfian bloom. Her flow'ry ftore 305 

To thee nor Tempc fhall refufe ; nor watch 

Of winged Hydra guard Hefperian fruits 

From thy free fpoil. O bear then, unreprov*d. 

Thy fmiling treafures to the green recefs 

Where 
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Where young Dlone ftays. With fweeteft airs 3 
Intice her forth to lend her angel- form 
For beauty's honour'd image* Hither turn 
Thy graceful footfteps •, hither, gentle maid, 
Incline thy poliih'd forehead : let thy eyes 
EfFufe the mildnefs of their azure dawn ; 315 

And may the fanning breezes waft afide 
Thy radiant locks, difclofing, as it bends 
With airy foftnefs from the marble neck. 
The cheek fair-blooming, and the rofy lip 
Where winning fmiles and pleafurc fweet as love, 32c 
With fanftity and wifdom, temp'ring blend 
Their foft allurement* Then the pleafmg force 
Of nature, and her kind parental care. 
Worthier I'd fing : then all th' enamour'd youth. 
With each admiring virgin to my lyre 325 

Should throng attentive, while I point on high 
Where beauty*s living image, like the morn 
That wakes in Zephyr's arms the blufhing May^ 
Moves onward ; or as Venus, when flie flood 
Effulgent on the pearly car, andfmird, 330' 

C Frelb 




^4. Tlie-PXEA&UJtES 

¥Ve(h &<m> lA^disep, and CQAfcioM of her ^m, 

To fee the Triftdfetee^'th^if vocaHhefisj 

And each^GBrtdeaft fillet of the'fllaod '. 

With lautfafediaintlartlMid heir c^^fthe ^^v^ 

To fcek th* B&Kan bow'r. Yfe- fmiling featxi 335' 

Of youths and vifgins, who thro*' aU the masW' 

Of young ddh'e wrth rfv^al-ftepfrptiffuc 

This charm of tcauty 5 if th^pleafittg toif -■ -^ ' 

Can yield a'momcntVi^ef|^f fiitiicr ttim^ ^ '■ '*' 

Your favcnirabie-eiih,- Wrd'twHSmy Wofd *' 3^40 

I do not iticatf^ w^ikethe'gfeottoy foSrm 

Of fuperftitkniixirtftii^wifdonft'^i^ . ^ *. 

To damp yotjrtoider hoptt; Pdonotmeaif ^ --- - 

To bid the jeaWu^ tfAwSa^ffei^fire ftfe^ h^^ - ' 

Or^apesteftrrtafittid^hc failing earth 345 

ITo^fright yoihfoom yoiir joys-:' my cheaifiit'lbrig;^ 

WithrbettdrHwlerts c^h youtb^ the fields 

Pleas'd withyotti- ^en'js&ui-ittitiUr'ifl thc-chac^^ 

And warm likeyoif; TheI^tell mej for ye khoir. 

Does beauty-ieverdfeign to dwell whefire health ^50 

A«3 adive ufcard-ftfangers P'VR'her chann 

'-" • - Confcfs'd 



Conkf^A m aiight, whbfe moft pectdiar chdsf 

Are latftc atid fruitlefs ? Or did natare meaa 

Thii pleafing call the herald of a lye ; 

To- hide the- fhame- of difcord and difeafe^- ^53 

And catch with fair hypocrify the heart 

Of idlfe faitli ? O nb ! with bett^f carles 

Th* indtalgent mother,, confcioua how infirm 

Hdr oi^^pririg tread the paths of gobd'aild ill. 

By this illuftrious iteagCj in each kind 360 

Still ftidft ilbftVious whei*e the 6bjea holds 

Its i^iaitjve pow'rs moft perfeft, Ihe by this 

initfhKS^die hcadftfofl^- khpolfe of defirci 

And fan£tifies his choige. The gfirl*rous glebe 

Whofifbdfora fmilcs with verdure, the clear' trad 36^ 

Of rfre'aiiis delicious tp tfie tHitfty foiil^ 

The bloom of neftar'd fruitage ripe to fenfei 

And eVcry' charm of aiiirfiated things. 

Act only pledges of- ^ ft^e fincerej . 

Th'iiltc^ty and order* bf their framif,' ^ 76 

When all is well within, and every end 

Accomplifti'd. Thus was beauty fent from heav'n. 

The lovely miniftrefs of truth and good" 

C 3 In 
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In this dark world : for truth and good are one, 
V^ And beauty dwells in them, and they in her, 275 

With 



-Truth and good are one. 



And beauty dnuells in them, &c.] Do you imagine, hys Socrates 
to Arijiippus, that nuhat is good is not alfo beautiful? Ha*veyou 
not oBfer*ved that thefe afpearanees always coincide? Virtue, for 
infiance, in the fam^ refpeS as to ivhich we call it good, is enter 
ackno*wledg*d to be beautiful alfo. In the charaQers of men we 
always * join the two denominations together, The beauty of human . 
bodies correfponds^ in like manner, with that acomomy of parts 
which confiitutes them good\ and in e<V€ry circumflance of life, the 
fame ohjeB if conjlantly accounted both beautiful and good, inafmuch 
as it anfwers thepurpofes for which it was deJigtCd, Xenophollt. 
memorab. Socrat. 1. 3. c. 8. 

Thii$ excellent obfervation has been illaflrated and extended 
hy the noble redorer of ancient philofophy ; fee the CharaSe- 
rificks, vol. 2« p. 339 & 422. Sc vol. 3. p. 181. And another ' 
ingenious author has particularly (hewn, that it holds in the 
general laws of nature, in the works of art» and the condud 
of the fciences. Inquiry into the original of our ideas of beauty 
andinrtue, Treat. I. §.8. As to the connexion between beauty 
and truth, there are two opinions concerning it. Some philo- 
fopbers aflert an independent and invariable law in nature^ in 
confequence of which all rational beings muft alike perceive 

beauty 

• This the Athenians did in a peculiar manner by the word Xtf A4/« 
KfytfAot tc Kothfntfiyot^U. 
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With like participation. Wherefore then, 
O fons of earth ! would ye diflblve the tye ? 



heaufy in fome certain proportions, and difarmlty in the contrary^ 
And this neceffity being fuppofcd the fame with that which 
commands the affent or diflenc of the undcrflanding, it follows 
of courfe that beauty is founded on the univerfal and unchange- 
able law of truth. 

But others there are who believe beauty to be meerly a relative 
and arbitrary thing j that indeed it was a benevolent provifion 
in nature to annex fo delightful a fenfation to thofe objects 
which are bfft and mftjl perft-it in themfihei^ that fo we might 
be in gaged to the choice of them at once and without flaying to j 
infer their uftfulneji from their flmdure and cife£ts ; but that it* 
is not impoflible, in a phyfical fenfe, that two beings, of equal' 
capacities for trttth, (hould perceive, one of them bmuty, and the 
other deformity, in the fame proportions. And upon this fuppo* 
lition, by that truth which is always connefled with beauty^ no- 
thing more can be meant than the conformity of any objed to 
thofe proportions upon which, after careful examination, the 
beauty of that fpecies is found to depend, Pdycietus^ for in- 
flance^ a famous ancient fculptor, from an accurate menfuration 
of the feveral parts of the moft perfed human bodies, deduced 
a eanon or fyllem of proportions, which was the rule of all fuc* 
ceeding artifts, Suppofe a fbtue modelled according to thii 
canon : A man of mcer natural talle, upon looking at it, with • 
out entering into its proportions, confefles and admires its beauty i 
whereas a profeiTor of the art applies his meafures to the bead, 
the neck, or the hand, and» without attending to its beauty, 
pronounces the W0Tlcman{hip to beyjj/? and $rui* 

c 3 ^o 



' where* 
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O whereforp, yvith a rafb impetupjas ^m. 

Seek ye thpfc flow'ry joys with which ihe hand 

Qf hy'iQi fancy paints each flattering ibene p^Sg^ 

"Wl^c be»yty feems to dwell, nor oppe inquijrp , 

Where is the fanftion of eternal truth, 

Or wjxere thie feal of qndeceitful good, 

To^fave your fearch from folly ? Wanting thefe, 

Lp! beauty withers in your void imbrace, 38^ 

And, with the glittVing of- an idiot's toy 

Did fancy mock your vows. Nor kt the gleam 

Qf youthful hope that Ibines upon your hearts. 

Be chill'd or clouded at this awfpl tafk, 

Tq li^rn the Ipre of undeceitful good, 3^0 

And truth eternal. Tho' the poisonous charms 

Of baleful fuperftition guide the feet 

Of fervile numbers, thro' a dreary way 

'Jo their abode, thro* dcfarts, thorns and mire ; 

And leave the wretched pilgrim all forlorn 395 

To mufe at laft, amid the ghoftly gloom 

Of graves, ^pd hoary vaults,^ and cloifler'd cells ; 

To walk with fpe<£lres thro- the midnight fhade. 

And to the fcfc^^nftin^ Qwr?. accurfed fong 

Attune 
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Attune the dreadful workings of his heart 5 400 

Yet be not ye difoKiy'd, . A gentler ftar 

Your lovely fearch illumines. From the grove 

Where wifdom talk'd with her Atheoian fons. 

Could my ambitious hand intwine a wreathe 

Of Plato's olive with the Mantuan bay, 405 

Then fhould my powerful voice at once di(pell 

Thofe monkifh horrors : then in light divine 

Difclofe th' Elyfian prolj>e£t, where the fteps 

Of thofe whom nature charms, thro' blooming walks. 

Thro' fragrant mountains and poetic ftreams, 410 

Amid the train of fages^ heroes, bards. 

Led by their winged Genius and the choir 

Of laureird fciencc and harmonious art, 

Proceed exulting to th' eternal Ihrine, 

Where truth confpicuous with her fifter-twins, 415- 

1 he undivided part'ners of her fway. 

With good and beauty reigns. O let not us, 

Luird by luxurious pleafure's languid ftrain. 

Or crouching to th^ frowns of bigot-rage, . 

O let not us a moment paufe to JQia - 420 

That godlike band. And if the gracious pow'r 

Who firft awaken'd^^y untutpr'd (ongi^ 

C4 Will 
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Will to my invocation breathe anew 

The tuneful fpirit ; then thro* all our paths. 

Ne'er ftiall the found of this devoted lyre 425 

Be wanting ; whether on the rofy mead. 

When fummer fmiles, to warn the melting heart 

Of luxury's allurement ; whether firm 

Againft the torrent and the ftubborn hill 

To urge bold virtue's unremitted nerve, 430 

And wake the ftrong divinity of foul 

That conquers chanee and fate ; or whether ftruck 

For founds of triumph, to proclaim her toils 

Upon the lofty fummit, round her brow 

To twine the wreathe of incorruptive praife ; /[.^g^ 

To trace her hallow'd light thro' future worlds. 

And blefs hcavVs image in the heart of man, 

Thus with a faithful aim have we prefum'd, 
Advent'rous, to delineate nature's form \ 
Whether in vaft, majeftic pomp array'd, 440 

Or dreft for pleafmg wonder, or ferene 
In beauty's rofy fmile. It now remains. 
Thro' various being^s fair-proportion'd fcale, 
Jo trap? tho rifing luftrc of her charms, 

From 
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From their firft twilight, Ihining forth at length 445 
To full meridian fplendour. Of degree 
Thj5 leaft and lowlieft, in th' effijfive wj^rmth 
Of colours mingling with a random blaze. 
Doth beauty dwell. Then higher in the line 
And variation of determined fhape, 450 

Where truth's eternal meafures mark the bound 
Of circle, cube, or fphere. The third afcent 
Unites this varied fymmetry of parts 
With colour's bland allurement j as the pearl 
Shines in the concave of its azure bed, 455 

And painted fhells indent their fpeckled wreathe. 
Then more attractive rife the blooming forms 
Thro' which the breath of nature has infus'd 
Her genial pow'r to draw with pregnant veins 
Nutritious moifture from the bounteous earth, 460 
In fruit and feed prolific : thus the flowVs 
Their purple honours with the fpring refume ; 
And fuch the ftately tree which autumn trends 
With blufhing treafures. But more lovely ftill 
Js nature's charm, where to the full confent 465 
Of complicated members, to the bloom 
pf colour:, and the vital change of growth, 

Life'3 
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l^fe'f holy fboie and piercing icnfe are giv'n^ 
And adtive motion fpeaks the ^temper'd foul : 
So moves, the bird of Juno ; fb the fteed 470 

With rival ardour beats the dufly plain^ 
And faithful dogs with eager airs of joy 
Salute their fellows. Thus doth beauty dwell 
There mod confpicuous, ev'n in outward (hape. 
Where dawns the high expreffion of a mind : 475 
By fteps conducting our inraptur'd fearch 
To that eternal origin, whofe pow'r, 
Xhro' all th' unbounded fymmetry of things. 
Like rays effulging from the parent fun. 
This endlefs mixture of her charms diffused. 480 
Mind, Mind alone, bear witnefs, earth and hcav'n! 
The living fountains in itfelf contains 
Of beauteous and fublime : here hand in hand. 
Sit paramount the Graces ; here inthron'd, 
Coeleftial Venus, with divineft airs, 485 

Invites the foul to never-fading joy. 
Look then abroad thro' nature, to the range 
Of planets, funs, and adamantine fpheres 
Wheeling unfhaken thro' the void immenfe ; 
And fpeak, O man ! does this capacious fccne 490 

With 
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With half thtf Jki^dlkig iiujeftjr ^ztc 
Thy ftrong c$mc€?pjio!n, fts i»hen Brutus rob 
RefttJgcnt from the flroke gf Caef^j fefie. 
Amid t;hc ^rgi^d /pf patriots ; and his arm 
Aloft extending,' like eternal Jove 495 

When giHlt brings down the thunder, cail*d aloud 
On TuUy's n^rne, ^nd feopk h\% crirofon ftcd. 
And bade the fgther of his country, haij ! 
For lo ! the tyrant proftrate on the duft. 

And Rome again is fre^ ? 1$ aught fo fair 500 

Ip all the dewy landfcape$ of th^ fpriog. 

In the bright 0y^ of Hefper or the morn. 

In nature's faireft fprmPj is Wght fo fair 

As virtupi}^ friei^dihip ? ds the csmdid blu& 

Of him who ftrivcs with fortune to be juft ? 505 

The graceful tear that ftreams from other's woes? 

Or the mild majcfty of private life. 

Where peace with ever-blooming olive crowns 

The gate ^ wh^re honour's liberal hands efFuie 



Js fwhen Brutm r^Je^ ^c*] Cicero himfelf defcribes this fad»«>«^ 
Cafare interfe^Io "^ — Jlatim cru^ntum alt} extolkns M, Brutus 
fugionetfiy Ciceroncm nominatim exclama^it^ atque ei recuperatam 
Hbertatm efi gra^lafuo Cic. Philipp. i., 12. 

Unenvy'd 
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Unenvy*d treafares, and the fnowy wings 51a 

Of innocence and love protedt the fcene ? 

Once more fcarch, undifmay*d, the dark profound 

Where nature works in fecret; view the beds 

Of min'ral treafurc, and th' eternal vault 

That bounds the hoary ocean ; trace the forms 515 

Of atoms moving with inceflant change 

Their elemental round ; behold the feeds 

Of being, and the energy of life 

Kindling the mafs with ever-aftive flame : 

Then to the fecrets of the working mind 520 

Attentive turn 5 from dim obliyion call 

Her fleet, ideal band ; and bid them, go ! 

Break thro' time's barrier, and overtake the hour 

That faw the heav'ns created : then declare 

If wght were found in thofe external fcenes 525 

To move thy wonddr now. For what are all 

The forms which brute, unconfcious matter wears, 

Greatnefs of bulk, or fymmetry of parts? 

Not reaching to the heart, foon feeble grows 

The fuperficial impulfe 5 dull their charms, ^30 

And fatiate foon, and pall the languid eye. 

Not fo the mor^l fp^cies, nor the pow'rs 

Of 
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Of genius and defign ; th' ambitious mind 
There fees herfelf : by thefe congenial forms 
Touched and ^waken'd, with iritcnfer a6t 535 

She bends her nerve, and meditates well-pleas'd 
Her features in the mirror. For of all 
Th' inhabitants of earth, to man alone 
Creative wifdom gave to lift his eye 
To truth's eternal meafures ; thence to frame 54.0 
The facred laws of adtion and Ojf will, 
Difcerning juftice from unequal^ deeds. 
And temperance from folly. But beyond 
This energy of truth, whofe didates bind 
AfTcnting reafon, the benignant fire, 545 

To deck the honoured paths of juft and good. 
Has added bright imagination's rays : 
Where virtue -rifing from the awful depth 
Of truth's myfterious bofom, doth forfake 

The 



' Where mrtue rifing from the awful depth 

Of truth'' s nrffterious hojom^ &c.] According to the opinioii 

of thofe who afTert moral obligation to be foanded on an imma* 

table and univerfgl Iaw> and that which is afually calPd the 

V moral 
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The unadorn'd condition of hdr lilrtb; 

And drcfs*d by fancy in ten thoufend hOes, 

Affumes a various featui^e, to si^t^stdt^ 

With charms refponfive to eai:h gazer's eye* 

The hearts of men. Amid his rural walk, 

Th* ingenuous youth whom folitude ihJ^ires 

With purcft wiflies, from the pcnfive fhade 

Beholds her movingi^ like a virgm-mufe 

That wakes her lyre to fome indulgdit theme 

Of harmony and wonder ; whiJe among 

The herd of fervile minds, her ftr enuous form 

Indignant flalhcs on the patriot's* eyc> 

And thro* the rolls of memory appeals 

To aaeient honour^ or in aft ferene^ 

Yet watchful, raifes the majeftic fword 

Of publick pow^r, from dark ambition's reach 565 

To guard the facred- volume of the la\^*s. 



Genius of ancient Greece ! whofe faithful ftcps 
Well'pleas'd I follow thro* the facred paths 



■^Am , i III 



moral /m/ff to be determined by tlie peculiar temper of tlie 
JmaQitiation and the carlicll a/TociacIons of ideas. 

Of 
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Of nature and of ftknce y rrorfe diWhe 

Of all heroic deeds- .^d fair cfe(*r«1 > > gy^ ' 

O ! let thetbrctttAf efthy^ extended pratfe - •-• •' 

Infpire my kindling bolbnt to thrheifgfit 

Of thiis untemptcd tfictne, NbrB^iiiy thonjgJHi • 

Prefumptuous coutttcdv if, Ami^vTMicatm 

That fooths'' this 'vtrfnatev^nkijgi^ gy^ 

I ileal inlpaciient ft-oiii'the^r<lid'haUfltt 

Of ftrife and low awbkibn^ to atteild' 

Thy factied prefeiiee iri- Ifhe fylva» fhadi?. 

By thtf if nnialigttant> fiiolrfteps ne^fef* p i^an*d. 

Defcend, propitioas^' tdJny fevfetirTJ^eye'; 58b- 

Such in thy mien^ tJiy^Wa!**,' ttAriterf dr; - 

As when th^R'Perflatoi^wtity fbafd 3«d'{tatig : : 

Witlufhame and..drfpprarinn, gnafhUiiis teeth 

To fee thee rend the pageants of his-thiione ; - : 
• And at the lightning of thy lifted- fpear j;?^ 

Crouch'd like a flave* Bring, all thy martial ipoils^ 
Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triamphai^fongs, •» 
Thy fmiling band of arts, thy ppdlik? fires 
Of civil wifdom, thy heroic youth 589 

Warm 'from the fchools of glory. Guide my way 

Thro* 
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Thro* fair Lyceum's walk, the green retreats 

Of Academus, and the thy my vale. 

Where oft inchanted with Socratic founds, 

Iliffus pure devolv*d his tuneful ftream 

In gentler murmurs. From the blooming ftore sg^ 

Of thefe aufpicious fields, may I unblam'd 

Tranfplant fomc living bloffoms to adorn 

My native clime : while far above the flight 

Of fancy's plume afpiring, I unlock 

The fprings of ancient wifdom j while I join 600 

Thy name, thrice honoured ! with th' immortal pmSsi 

Of nature •, while to my compatriot youth 

I point the high example of thy fons. 

And tune to Attic themes the BritiOi iyrc. 



Lyciym.^ The fchool of AriflQtk. 

Jcademus,] The fchool of Platv, 

lllfut.] One of the rivers on which Jthfm was iituated, 
Ptotf, in fome of his fined dialogues, lays the fccne of the coil- 
vcrfation with Socratn on its banks. 

End of the FIRST BOOK. 
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Book the Second. 



ARGUMENT of the SECOND BOOK. 

^ t 9HE feparation of the works of imagination from 
•^ fhilofophyj the caufe of their ahufe among the 
moderns j to verfe 41. ProfpeSl of their re-union 
under the ir^uence of public liberty, to v. $1. 
Enuineration of accidental pleafiires which incredfe 
the effeSf of objeSls delightful to the imagination, 
^he pleafures of fenj^-y^^. 73. Particular cit- 
cumfiances of the mind-, v. 84. Difcovery of 
truths V. ^y. Perception of contrivance and 
dejign% v. 121. Embti^sof fhepaJftons% v. 1^6. 
All the natural paffions partake of a pleajing fen- 
fation^ with the final caufe of this confiitutim il- 
luftrated' by an allegorical vifton, and exemplified 
in forrowy pity^ terror and indignation \ from 
V. 155 to the end. 
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IMAGINATION. 

Book the Second. 

ITT THEN fhall the laurel and the vocal firing 
y ^ Refume their hoaqucs ? When ihall we behold 
The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand 
.Arfpire to ancient praife ? Alas ! how faint. 
How ilow the dawn of beauty and of truth 5 

Breaks the reluftant Ihades of Gothic night 
Which yet involve the nations ! Long they groaned 
Beneath the furies of rapacious force ; 

D a Oft 
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Oft at the gloomy north, with iron-fwarms 
Tempeftuous pouring from her frozen caves, lo 
Blafted th* Italian fhore, and fwept the works 
Of liberty and wifdom down the gulph 
Qf all^ devouring night. As long immur'd 
In noon-tide darknefs by the glimmering lamp. 
Each mufe and each fair fcience pin'd away 15 

The fordid hours : while foul, barbarian hands 
Their myfteries profan'd, unflrung the lyre. 
And chain'd the foaring pinion down to earth. 
At'laft the Mufes rofe, and fpurn'd their bonds. 
And wildly warbling, fcatter'd, as they flew, 20 



At laft the Mujes rofe, &c.] About the age of Hugh Capet, 
founder of the third race of French kings, the poets of Proveme 
were in high reputation ; a fort of flroling bards or rhapfodifts, 
who went about the courts of princes and noblemen, enter- 
taining them at feftivals with mufic and poetry. They attempt- 
ed both the epic, ode, and fatire, and abounded in a wild and 
fiintaftlc vein of fable, partly allegorical, and partly founded on 
traditionary legends of the Saracen wars. Thefe were the ru- 
diments of Italian poetry. But their tafte and compofition muft 
have been extremely barbarous, as we may judge by thofe who 
followed the turn of their fable in much politer times j fuch as 
JBoiarc/o, Bernardo Tajfo, Ariofio^ &C. 

Their 
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Their blooming wreaths from fair Valclufa's bow'rs 
To Arno's myrtle bordtr and the Ihore 
Of foft Parthenope. But ftill the rage 
Of dire ambition and; gigantic pow'r, • 
From public aims and from the bufy walk 2^ 

Of civil commerce, drove the bolder train 
Of penetrating fcience to the cells. 
Where ftudious eafe confumes the filent hour 
In Ihadowy fcarches and unfruitful care. 
Thus from their guardians torn, the tender arts 30 

Of 

Falclufa,'] The famous retreat of Francifco Petrarcha^ the fa- 
ther of Italian poetry, and his miftrefs Laura, a lady oi Avignon^ 

Arno,^ The river which runs by Florence, the birth-place of 
Dante and Boccacio. 

Parthenope.] Or Naples, the birth place of Sannaicaro. The 
great Torquato '^^Jfo was born at Servanto in the kingdom of 
Naples. 

^^^^the rage 

Of dire ambition, &c.] This relates to the cruel wars among 
the republics of Italy, and the abominable politics of its little 
princes, about the fifteenth century. Thefe at^laft, in conjunc- 
tion with the papal powet, intirely extinguiihed the fpirit of 
liberty in that country, and eflablifhed that abufe of the fine 
arts which has been fince propagated over all Ettrofe. 

Thus from thfir guardians torn, the tender ewts, ftc.] Nor 

were they only lofers by tl\e fcpara^tion, For pbilofophy itfclf» 

D } tp 



54 TKe PLEA'SU:RES 



Of mimic fancy and harmonious j6y; 

To prieftly domination and the luft 

Of lawlefs courts, their amiable toil 

For three inglorious ages have refign'd, 

Iq vain relo<a^ftt : and Tbrqiiato-s tongue 3I5- 

Was tun*d for flavifh pacjaris: at thcf throne 

Of tinfel pomp : and Raf^i^rs magic hand 



to ufe the words of a noble phHofophier; Irringthusfi^ei-^d'fhm- 
thefprigbtly arti ant! fciences^ «w^ confe^uentiy grow drontjb^ in* ' 
fipid, pedantic, ufelefs, and dtreQly oppofite to the real knowledge 
and pra^ice of the <world, Infomuch that a gentleman, fays ano^ 
ther excellent writer, cannot eajtty hrihg'htmfelf to like fo aujlere' 
and ungainly a form : fo greatly Is it changed from <u>hat 'iJi/as vnce 
the delight of the finefi gentlemen ofantiqnity^and their recreation 
after the hurry of public affairs I From this conditk>n'it 'eartnot 
be recovered but by uniting it once more with the works of 
imagination ; and we have had the pleafure of obferving a very 
great progrcfs made towards their union in England within thefe 
few years. It is hardly pofSble to conceive them at a greater 
diftance from each other than at the revolution, w\^ Locke 
flood at the head of one party, and Dryden of the other. But 
the general fpirit of liberty, which has ^ver firicc been growing, 
naturally invited x)ur men of wit and genius to improve that in- 
fluence which the^arts of perfua£on gave them with the pcg^ple, 
by apptying themitofubje^s of importance to fodety. Thu^ 
poetry and elocpMRicd beCdme confiderable ; and philofophy Is 
now of ooUtk t^C^tA to bmrow of their embdlKhments, in 
order even to jgillli'^adience with -the' |mblic. 

Eflfus'd 
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Effus'd its fair creation to inchant ^ 

The fond adoring herd in Latiah faiies 

To bindt'elief •, while on meir proftrate necks 40 

The fable tyrant pla^rits hts- heel fecure. 

But now behold ! tile radiant asfa dawns. 

When freedom's anTpfe fal5ric, fix*^d at length 

For endlefs years on 'Al6ion*s^ happy {hore 

In full proportion, once^iliore Ihall extend 45 

To all the'kihdred pow'rs of fociai'biifs' 

A common rnanfidn, a parental roof. 

There fhall the Virtues, there fhall Wifdom*s train. 

Their long-loft frieri^s rejoining, as oif old, 

Imbrace the fmiling fam% of arts, 50 

The Mufes and the Graces. Then no more 

Shall vice, diftradling tlieir delicious gifts 

To aims abhorr'd, with high diftafte and fcorn 

Turn frolil their charrrirtlie philolbpbic eye. 

The p^triot-bofdm' ; then no more the paths g^ 

Of public care or intelleftual toi]. 

Alone by footfteps haughty and fevere 

In gloomy ftate be trod : th' harmonious Mufe 

And her perfuafive fitters then fhall plant 

D 4 Their 
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Their fhelt'ring laurels o'er the bleak afcent, 60 

And fcatter flow'rs along the rugged way. 

Arm*d with the lyre, already have we dar*d 

To pierce divine philofophy's retreats. 

And teach the Mufe her lore; already ftrove 

Their long-divided honours to unite, 6^ 

While tempering this deep argument we fa^ig 

Qf truth and beauty. Now the fame tafk 

Impends ; now wging our ambitious toil. 

We haften to recount the various fprings 

Of adventitious plcafure, which adjoin 79 

Their grateful influence to the prime efFeft 

Of objedbs grand or beauteous, and inlarge 

The complicated joy. The fweets of fenfe, 

Do they not oft with fwcet acccflion flow. 

To raife harmonious fancy's native charm ? 7^ 

So while we tafl:e the fragrance of the rofe. 

Glows not her blufh the fairer ? While we view 

Amid the noontide walk a limpid rill 

Gufli thro* the trickling herbage, to the thirft 

Of fqmmer yielding the delicious draught 8q 

Of cool refreflim^nt ; o*er the mofly brink 

Shines 
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Shines not the furface clearer, and the waves 
With fweeter mufic murmur as they flow ? 

. . Nor this alone ; the various lot of life 

Oft from external circumftance aflumes 85 

A moment*s difpofition to rejoice 

In thofe delights which at a different hour 

Would pafs unheeded. Fair the face of fpring. 

When rural fongs and odours wake the morn. 

To every eye ; but how niuch more to his po 

Round whom the bed pf ficknefs long diffused 

Its melancholy gloom ! how doubly fair. 

When firft with frefh-born vigour be inhales 

The balmy breeze, and feels the bleiSed fun 

Warm at his bofom, from the fprings of life 95 

Chafing oppreflive damps and languid pain ! 

Or fhall I mention, where coeleftial truth 
Her awful light difclofes, to beftow 
A more majeftic pomp on beauty's frame ? 
For man loves knowledge, and the beams of truth 100 
More welcome touch his underllandirAg's eye, 

Than 
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Than a!l the blancSiffimcnts of found his' ear. 

Than all of tatf e his' tongde. Nor ever yet 

The melting rainbow's vernal-tindtur'd hues 

To me have fho'ne fo pledfing; as wKen firft 105 

\r^e hand of fciehce pointed out the pathi 

In which the fun-beams gleaniihg 'from the weft , 

Fall on'the' wiatry cloud, whofe darkrome veil 

Inv6lves the orient ;" and'that'tricklihg lKow*r* 

Piercifig thro^ ev*ry cryftallihe convex i ib 

Of cluftering^dew-drops te their flight opposM, 

Rccoft at length where concave all behinid 

Th* internal furfaceof each' glafly orb 

Repells their f of Ward paflageinto'iaifi 

That thence direfl: they feek' the radiaiit goal J15 

From which thetr coufle began; and, as they ftrike 

In diflPreht lines the gazer's obvious eye, 

Aflume a difPrent luftre, thro' the brede 

Of colours changing from the fplendid rofe 

To the pale violet's dejefted hue. ' 120 



Or (hall we touch that kind accefs of joy. 
That fprings to each fair objeft, while we trace 

Thro' 
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Thro* sAi its fabric, wifdom's attfiilaim 

Bii^ofing cvtry part, anid galnlhg ftili 

By means proportidtfd Her beitighaht end ? 125 

Speak, ye, the pure delight:, whofS favoured fteps 

The lam^ of fciehce'^tHm' the'jealoiS miit 

Of nature guides, - wheit haply you reveal 

Her fecret honours :* whether in theJky,' 

The beauteowslk-Ws-bf ligh^^ th<5 e^tafarpow'^ra 130 

That wheel their piteets round their various' year 5 

Whether in wonders* of the rowlirig deep. 

Or the rich fruits of all-Tuftainihg earth. 

Or fine-adjufted fprings of life and fenfe, 

Y«Tcan^the counlfels of their atithbr^sh^rid. 135 

. . ' . . - . It . ■ , 

What, wheif to raife the nictiltated fcbne, ■ 

The flame of paflion, thro' the ftruggling foul 
Decp-kindledy- fhows acrofs that fudden blaze 
The bbjedt of its' rapture, vaft of fize. 
With' fiercer colours and a niglit of (hade ? 140 
What ? like a ftorn) from their capacious bed 
The founding feas o'erwhelniinjg, when the migfit 
Of thefe eruptions, working from the depth 

Of 
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Of man's ftrong apprehenfion, fhakes his frame . 
Ev'n to the ba& ; from every naked fenfe 145 

Qf pain or pleafure diffipating all 
Opinion's feeble coverings, and the veil 
Spun from the cobweb-falhion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart ? Then nature fpeaks 
Her genuine language, and the words of men, 150 
Bfig wirfi the very motion of their fouls. 
Declare with what accumulated force^ 
Th' impetuous nerve of paffion urges on 
The native weight and energy of things. 

Yet more 5 her honours where nor beauty claims. 
Nor fhews of good the thirfty fenfe allure, 156 

From paffion's powV ^lone our nature holds 

Eflential 



From faJ]i(nC$ fonv^r alone y &c.] This very, myilerioos kind 
of pleafure which is often found in the exercife of pa/lions ge- 
nerally counted painful, has been taken notice of by feveral 
authors. Lucretius refolves it into felf-love. 

Snave mar i magna y Sec, lib. II. i. 
As if a man was never pleas'd in being moved at the diftrefs of 
a tragedy, without a cool refle^on that tho'thefe fiditious per- 

fonages 
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Eflential pleafure. PafTion's fierce illapfe 
Rouzes the mind's whole fabric ; with fupplies 
Of daily impulfe keeps th' claftic powVs 160 

Intenftly poiz'd, and poliflies anew 
By that colUfion all the fine machine t 
Elfe ruft would rife, and foulnefs, by degrees 
IncumbVing, choak at laft what heaven defignM 
For ceailefs motion and a round of toil. ji 

-But fay, does every paflion thus to man 
Adminifter delight ? That name indeed 
Becomes the rofy breath of love ; becomes 
The radiant fmiles of joy, th' applauding hand 
Of admiration : but the bitter ftiow'r 170 

That forrow ftieds upon a brother's grave, 



fonagcs were fo unhappy, yet he himfelf was perfe<flly at eafe 
and in fafety. The ingenious author of the rcfiixhnt critiques 
Jur la poejie 6f ia peintun^ accounts for It by the general delight 
which the mind takes in its own activity, and the abhorrence k 
feels of an indolent and inattentive lUte : And this, joined with J 
that moral approbation o{ its own temper, which attends thefel 
emotions when natural and jufly is certainly the true foundation 
af the pleasure, which as it is the origin and bafis of tragedy 
and epic, defervcd a very particular coniideration in this poem. 

But 



J*-, The PLEASURES 

. ..> 

But the dumb palfy of nodlurnal f^^ 

Or thofc confuming fires that gpaw the heart . 

Of panting indignation, find we th^l:^ 

To move delight? — ^Xhen-liftep, while my tongue 

Th* unaltered will of heay'n with faithful awe 17$ * 

Reveals; what old Harmodiqs woi^t to teach 

My early age ; Harmodius, who hath weigh'd 

Within his learned mind whatever the fchools 

Of wifdom, or thy lonely- whifp'ring voice, 180 

O faithful nature ! diftate of the laws 

Which govern and fupport this mighty frame 

Of univerfal being. Oft the hojirs 

From morn to eve have ftoPn urunark*d away. 

While mute attention hung upon his lips, 185 

As thus the fage his awful tale began. 

*Twas in the windings of an ancient wood^ 
When fpotlefs youth to folitude refigns 
To fweet philofophy the ftudious day. 
What time pale autumn (hades the filent eve, 190 
Mufing I rov'd. Of good and evil much. 
And much of mortal man my thought revglv'd ; 

When 
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When ftarting full on fancy's gufliing eye 

The mournful image pf P,ari;henia*s fate. 

That hour, O long h^"^^^ and long deplored ! 1.95 

When blooming youth, nor gpnt^fift wifdpm's ayts. 

Nor Hymen's honours gather jl for t^ brow. 

Nor all thy lover's, all thy father's tears 

Avail'd to fnatch tjiee from the ccud. jgrayc j 

Thy agonizing looks, thy laii farewel joa 

Struck to the inrnpfl feeling of my foul * 

As with the hand of death. At OAce the fliadc 

More hprrid nodded Q^er me, and the winds 

"Vyjith hparfer jp[^iir?n!ring ^Ppk the branches. Djark 

As midnight ftprms,^theicene«?fhuBi?n|iiog^ 205 

Appear'd before me j :de£irts, burning fands. 

Where the parch'd adder dies 5 the jirozcn fou?h,. 

And defolation blafting all the wgQ: 

With rapine and with murder : tyrant pow'r • 

Here fits enthron'd^dth blood; thebdpfulch^fjris ^lo 

Of fuperftition there infed the fldcs, . •. • .: 

And turn the fun to horror.; ,Graciogs h?ajr'n} 

What is the Hfe of man? Or cannot thcfe, • 

Not thefe portents thy awful will fu/fice ? 

'"'"'' '' That 
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That propagated thus beyond their fcope. 
They rife to aft their cruelties anew 
In my afflifted bofom, thus decreed 
The univerlal fenfitive of pain, 
The wretched heir of evils not its own ! 



41^ 



Thus I impatient; when at once effus*d, 220 
A flafliing torrent of cceleftial day 
Burft thro' the fliadowy void. With flow dcfcent 
A purple cloud came floating thro' the fky. 
And pois'd at length within the circling trees. 
Hung obvious to my view ; till opening wide 225 
Its lucid orb, a more than human form 
Emerging lean'd majeftic o'er my head^ 
And inllant thunder fliook the confcibus grove. 
Then melted into air the liquid cloud. 
And ail the fhining vlfion ftood reveal'd. 23a 

A wreath of palm his ample forehead bound, 
And o'er his fhoulcler, mantling to his knee, 
Flow'd the tranfparent robe, around his waift 
Collefted with a radiant zone of gold 
Ethereal : there in myftic figns ingrav'd, 235 

I read 
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I read his office high and facred name^ 
Genius of human kind. Appall'd I gaz*d 
The godlike prefence ; for athwart his brow 
Difpleafure, tempefd with a mild concern. 
Looked down reludant on me, and his words 240 
Like diftant thunders broke the murm'rihg air. 

Vain are thy thoughts, O child of mortal birth^ 
And impotent thy tongue. Is thy 0iort fpan 
Capacious of this univerfal frame ? 
Thy wifdom all-fufficicnt ? Thou, alas ! 245 

Doft thou afpire to judge between the lord 
Of nature and his works ? to lift thy voice 
Againft the fovVeign order he decreed 
All good and lovely i to blafpheme the bands 
Of tendernefs innate and fgcial love^ 250 

Holieft of things ! by which the general orb 
Of being, as by adamantine links. 
Was drawn to perfedt union and fuftain*d 
From everlafting ? Haft thou felt the pangs 
Of foft'ning forrow, of indignant 2eal 255 

E So 



^' 
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So grievous to the foul, asthcntcto Wilh 
The tics of nature i)roken from thy frame ; 
That fo thy felfifh^ unrelenting heart 
Might ceafe to mourn its lot, no longer then 
The wretehed heir of evils not its own ? 260 

O fair benevolence of gen'rous minds ! 

man by nature form'd for all mankind ! 

He fpoke ; ^bafhM and filent I remained, 
As confcious of my tongue*s offence, arid aw'tl 
Before his prefence, tho* myfecret foul 116$ 

Difdain'd the imputation. 'iDn Ac ground 

1 fix*d nty eyes ; till from his airy couch 

He doop'd fuWime, -and touching with his hand. 
My da223ed''fbrehead, R'aife thy fight, he ery'd, 
•And let thy fertfe convhicrthy erring tongue. 270 

I Iook*d, and lo ! the former fcene was chang-d; 
For verdantaflcys and furrounding trees, ' 
A folita*ry pfofpeft, wide arid wild, 
Hufh'd on niy'fenfes. •Twas an -horrid pile 

^ Of 
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Of hills with many a fliaggy foreft mix*d, 275 

With many a fable cliff and gUtt'ring ftream* 
Aloft recumbent o*er the hanging ridge. 
The brown woods wav'd ; while ever- trickHng fprings 
Waih'd from the naked roots of oak and pine 
The crumbling foil % and ftill at every fall 280 

Down the fteep windings of the channel*d rock, 
RemurmVing rufh'd the congregated floods 
Wjth hoarfer inundation i till at laft 
They reach*d a graffy plain, which from the fkirts 
Of that high defart fpread her verdant lap, 285 
And drank the gufhing moifture, where conHn'd 
In one fmooth current, o'er the lilied vale 
Clearer than glafs it flow*d. Autumnal fpoila 
Luxuriant fpread ing to the rays of morn, 
Blufh'd o'er the cliffs, wliofc half-incircling mound 
As in a fylvan theatre inclos'd 291 

That flowery level On the river's brink 
I fpy'd a fair pavilion, which diffus'd 
Its fWoting umbrage 'tnid the filver fliade 
Of oftfrSi, Now the weftern funjcveai*jd 295 

£ 2, BetwecA 
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Between two parting cliffis his golden orb» 
And pour'd acrofs the fliadow of the hills. 
On rocks and floods> a yellow ftream of light 
That chcar'd the folcmn fcene. Mjr lift'ning powV^ 
Were aw'd^ and every thought in filence hung, 300 
And wondVing cxpcftation. Then the voice 
Of that cceleftia! pow'r, the niyftic fhow 
Declaring, thus my deep attention caird. 



Inhabitant of earth, to whom is giv*n 
The gracious ways of providence to learn, 



30K 
Receive 



Inhabit nrtt of earthy I'c] The account of the ceconomy of 

providence here introduced, as the moft proper to calm and fa- 

I tisfy the mind when under the compunftion of private evils, 

feems to have come onginally from the Pjthagartan fchool : 

[jfbut of the ancient philofophers, Plato has moil largely infilled 

, upon it, has eflabltfhed it with all the (Irength of his capacious 

^ undcrdanding, and ennobled it with all the magnificence of his 

divine imagination. He has one paffage fo full and clear on 

^the head, tkat I am perfuaded the reader will be pleafed to 

fee it her«, tho' fomewhat long. AddreiHng himfelf to fuch as 

[lue not fatiiHcd concerning divine providence, Tki tetrrg nvh 

frtfid$t 
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Receive my fayings with a ftedfaft ear 

, Know then, the fov'reign fpirit of the world, 
Tho* felf-colkaed from eternal time. 
Within his own deep eflencc he beheld 
The bounds of true felicity compleat i 31a 

■• Yet 



fre/tdis on;er the nvMtf fays he, hat dij^fid and rtmflicattd mil 
i kings for the happhffs and virtue if the ivhoU^ €*VfTy fart ^ 
nuhick^ according to the extent of its infuince^ dot$ and frfftrt 
twhat is ft and profit. One ef» thefe parts is yours ^ O unhappy 
nan^ fLvhich tho" In it f elf mo ft inconfidtrahU and minute^ ytt hw- * 

' eonneited ^with the uni'verfe^ etjer feeks to e^-oferate *with thai 
ittreme order, Tou in the mean time are ignorant ef th* nmy 
ifor *which ail particular natures are Brought into exiftence^ 
hat the all -comprehending nature of the lifhole may he perfeB and 
uppy ; exifingf as it does^ not for your fake^ hut the caufe and 
fi fort of your erifence^ tvhich, as in the fymmetry of e<uery or* 
^fcial njcark^ muft of necejpty concur tvith the gerreral defign of\ 
he art if ^ and he fuhftr*vient to the nA)hole oftvhichit is a farf,^ 
f'^mr complaint therefore is ignorant and groundlef ; fince accord* 
mg to the 'various energy of creation, and the common la^ws ofs 
iture^ there is a conjlant proviflon of that <which is heft at iht^ 

ne time for you andforthcwhole, For the gO'verning inteL 

Wgence clearly hehtlding all the a /f ions of animated and felf* i 
ving creature*, and that mixture of good and e*vil nvhich di*i 
rfifes them^ confidered firft of ail hy avhat difpoftien 9fihing9\ 
ndhy m,>hat fttuation of each individual in thi general fyftem, 
E 3 «yiV# 



7a The PLEASURES 

Yet by immenfe benignity incIinM 
To fpread around him that primasval joy 
Which filled himfclf, he rais'd his plaftic ann» 
And founded thro* the hollow depth of fpace 
The ftrong, creative mandate. Strait arofe 
Thefe heav'nly orbs, the glad abodes of life 



3^5 



t^iV* might he dtpreffed and fuhduti^ and %firtuc made fecuri ef 
'i/iMory and hafpintfi *with iht greaUfi facility and in the high- 
tfi dtgnt peJUibU : In this manner he order d thro" the entire dr^ 
tU rf hiingt the internai con/iitatlgn of every mind, lAjhere JhmU 
ie its JIation in the uni<iierfal fabric^ and thro* ^what ^variety of 
tircumflancis it foould proceed in the *whole tenour of its exijlence. 
He goes on in^his fublime manner to aflert a future Hate of rc- 
uibution^ as *weJi for tbofe'wko, by the cx^rcifa of good difpofi^ 
ti^m being harmonized end ajjsmilated into the dimne fuirtucg art 
ionfequentiy r€sno«ued to a place of unhlemifpd fanStity and hapfi^ 
nt'fi I as of thofe fwho by the moft flagitious arts haue rifen from 
eontemptihle b^gimings to the gr^tejl affiuence and po^uer, a net 
nvhsm you therefore look upon as unanf^vjerable infances^f negli- 
gtnce in th£ godst becaufi you are ignorant of the purpofes /# 
*mhieb thev are fuh/er^ient^ asfd in ^vhat manner they eontributi 
to that fuprtme intention of good to the ivhole* Plato de Leg, 
X. 16. 

This tlieory bat been delivered of late, efpedaJIy abroad, in 
a manner which fubverts the freedom of human actions; where- 
as Flato appears very careful to prcfcrve it, and has been in 
that vt^^v^^ imitated hy the beft of his followers. 




EfFulivc 
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Effufive kindled by his breath divine 

Thro' endlefs forms of being. Each inhal'd 

From him each portion of the vital flame. 

In meafure fuch, that from the wide complex 32a 

Of coexiftent orders, am might rife, 

Om order, all-involving and intire. 

He too beholding in the facred light 

Of his eflTential reafon, all the Ihapes 

Of fwift contingence, all fucceflive ties 



ji Of aftion propagated thro* die fum 
I Of pofllble exiftencCj he at once, 
^ Down the long feries of eventful time. 
So fixM the dates of being, fo difpos'd. 
To every living foul of every kind 
The field of motion and the hour of reft. 
That all confpir'd to his fupremc defign. 
To univerfal good : with full accord 
Anfw*ring the mighty model he had chos*n. 



m 



33^ 



" 9ve might rift^ 

One or^Ar, &c.] See the meditations of Jnioninus, and the 
chara^eriHicksj paiTim* 

E 4 The 
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The beft and faireft of unnumberM worlds 355" 

That lay from cverlafting in the ftorc 

Of his divine conceptions. Nor content. 

By one exertion of creating powV 

His goodnefs to reveal 5 thro' every age. 

Thro* every moment up the traft of time 

Hs parent-hand with cver-new increafe 

Of happinefs and virtue has adorn'd 

The vaft harmonious frame : his parent-hand. 

From the mute ihell-fifh gafping on the fhore. 

To men, to angels^ to ccelcftial minds 345 



^hi hifi and fain fl^ &c.] This opinion is fo old» that ^im^ens 
IsQcrm calls the fuprexne being /<t^i«pQ^3f ttJ B€x7/o»'^f» 
tht artijicer of that 'which it htfi ; and reprefents him as rcfolv- 
ing in the bcgi|ining to produce the moll excellent work, and as 
copying the world mofl exa£lly from his own intelligible and cf- 
fcntial iJca ; jo that it yet remains^ as it ivas atfrjf, ferfM in 
hiauty^ and mnll twvtr Jiand In nud of any campion or impro^t- 
munt. There can be no room Tor a caution he'-e, to underlland 
thcfe exprcffions not of any particular circumftanccs of human 
life feparately confider'd, but of the fum or univerfal fyilem of 
Jife and being. Sef alfo the n£on at the end of the Tbiodich of 
liibnitx. 

For 
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For ever leads the generations on 

To higher fcenes of being j while fupplyM 

From day to day with his enliv'ning breath. 

Inferior orders in fuccefiion rife 

To fill the void below. As flame afccnds, 350 

As bodies to their proper center movc» 

As the poisM ocean to th* attrafting moon 

Obedient fwells, and every headlong ftream 

Devolves its winding waters to the main ; 

So all things which have life afpire to God, 2 Si 

The fun of being, boundlefs, unimpaired, 

enter of fouls ! Nor does the faithful voice 
Of nature ceafc to prompt their eager ftcps 
Aright; nor is the care of heav'n witheld 
From granting to the taflc proportion^ aid ; 360^ 
That in their ftations all may pcrfevere 
To climb th' afcent of being, and approach 
For ever nearer to the life divine* 



kAs fame afctndi^ Src] This opinioij, tho' not held by ?lat& 
nor any of the ancients, is yet a very natural confequence of hi* 
principles. But the difquifmon is too complex and exten£ve to 
I be tntci*d upon here. 
That 
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That rocky pik thou fee*ft, that verdant lawa 
Fre(h-watcr'd from the mountains. Let the fceuc 
Paint in thy fancy the primeval feat 366 

Of man, and where the will fupreme ordain*d 
His nianfion, that pavilion fair-dififus'd 
Along the fliady brink i in this recefs 
To wear tl\* appointed feafon of his youth, 37^ 
Till riper hours Ihould open to his toil 
The high communion of fuperior minds. 
Of confecrated heroes and of gods. 
Nor did the fire omnipotent forget 
His tender bloom to cheriih 1 nor witheld 375 

Coeleftiai footfteps from his green abode. 
Oft from the radiant honours of his throne. 
He fent whom moft he lov'd, the fov'reign fair. 
The efRuence of his glory, whom he plac*d 
Before his eyes for ever to behold j 38^ 

The goddefs from whofe infpiration flows 
The toil of patriots, the delight of friends ; 
Without whofe work divine^ in heav'n or earth. 
Nought 'lovely 5 n6ught propitious comes to pafs. 

Not 
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Nor hope, nor praife, nor honour- Her the fire 385 

Gave it in charge to rear the blooming mind, 

The folded pow*rs to open, to direft 

The growth luxuriant of his young defircs, 

And from the laws of this majeftic world 

To teach him what was good* As thus the nymph 

Her daily care attended, by her fide 39 p 

With conftant ftcps her gay companion ftay'd. 

The fair Euphrofyne, the gentle queen 

Of fmiJeSy and graceful gladnefs, and delights 

That chear alike the hearts of mortal men 35^ 

And powVs immortah See the fliining pair ! 

Behold, where from his dwelling now difclos*d, 

They quit their youthful charge and feek the fkies. 



I look'd, and on the flow'ry turf there ftood 
Between two radiant forms a fmiling youth 400 
Whofe tender cheeks difplay*d the vernal flow*r 
Of beauty 5 fweeteft innocence illum'd 
His baihful eyes, and on his polilh'd brow 
gate young fimplicity. With fgnd regard 

Hn 
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He view'd th' aflbciates, as their fteps they mov*d j 
The younger chief his ardent eyes detained, 406 
With niild regret invoking her return. 
Bright as the ftar of evening fhe appearM 
> Amid the dufky fcene. Eternal youth 
O'er all her form its glowing honours breath'd j 410^ 
And fmiles eternal, from her candid eyes, 
Flow*d like the dewy luftre of die morn 
Effufive trembling on the placid waves. 
The fpring of heav*n had flied its bluffiing fpoils 
To bind her fable trefles : full diffused 415 

Her yellow mantle floated in the breeze ; 
And in her hand fhe wav*d a living branch 
Rich with immortal fruits, of pow'r to calm 
The wrathful heart, and from the bright'ning eyes 
To chafe the cloud of fadncfs. More fublimc 420 
T^ic heav*n!y part'ner mov*d* The prime of age 
Composed her fteps. The prefcnce of a god. 
High on the circle of her brow inthron*d. 
From each majeftic motion darted awe, 
Devoted awe! till, chenfii*d by her loo^s ^ 435 

Bene* 



BookIL of imagination. 77 



Benevolent and meek, confiding love 
To filial rapture foften'd all the foul- 
Frcc in her graceful hand flie pois'd the fword 
Of chafte dominion. An heroic crown 
Difplay'd the old fimplicity of pomp 430 

Around her honour*d head, A matron's robe. 
White as the ftioftiinc ftreams thro' vernal clouds. 
Her ftatcly form inveftcd. Hand in hand 
Th* immortal pair forfook th' enameird green, 
Afcending flowly* Rays of limpid light 435 

GlcamM round their patli; coeleftial founds were hcard^ 
And thro* the fragrant air ^ethereal dews 
^Piftill'd around them ; till at once the clouds 
^foifparting wide in midway Iky, withdrew 
^Their airy veil, and left a bright expanfc 440 

Of empyrean flame, where fpent and drown*d, 
Affiifted vifion plung*d in vain to fcan 
What objeft it involvM. My feeble eyes 
Indur*d not. Bending down to earth I flood. 
With dumb attention. Soon a female voice, 445 
As watry murmurs fweet, or warbling fliades, 

I With facrcd invocation thus began, 
I " 



^ 



The PLEASURES 



Father of gods and mortals ? whofe right arm 
With reins eternal guides the moving hcav'ns, 
Bend thy propitious ear. Behold well-pleas'd 45<^ 
I feek to fiDtfli thy divine decree, 
I With frequent fteps I vifit yonder feat 
Of man> thy offspring ; from the tender feeds 
Of jufticte and of wifdom, to evolve 
The latent honours of his generous frame ; 455 
Till thy conducing hand fhall raife his lot 
From earth's dim fcene to thefe aethereal walks, 
The temple of thy glory. But not me, 
Not my direding voice he oft requires. 
Or hears delighted : this inchanting maid, 
Th* aflbciate thou haft giv*n me, her alone 
He loves, O father ! abfent, her he craves j 
And bat for her glad prefencc ever jain*d| 
Rejoices not in mine ; that all my hdpes 
This thy benignant purpofc to fulfil, 
I deem uncertain ; and my daily cares 
Unfruitful ail and vain, unlefs fay thee 
Still farther aided in the work divine. 



She 
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She ceasM \ t voice more awful thus feply*d. 
O thou ! in whom for ever I delight, 4^0 

Fairer than all th* inhabitants of heav'n^ 
Beft image of thy author ! far from thee 
Be difappointment, of diftafte, or blame; 
Who foon or late fhalc every work fulfil. 
And no refiftance find. If man refufe 475 

To hearken to thy diftates ^ or alhir'd 
By meaner joys, (to any other pow'r 
Transfer the honours due to thee alone ; 
That joy which he purfues he ne'er (hall tafte. 
That powV in whom delightcth ne'er behold. 48© 

L Go then once morej and happy be thy toil ; 

I Go then ! but let not this thy fmiling friend 
Partake thy footfteps. In her (lead, behold ! 
With thee the fon of Nemefis I fend j 
The fiend abhorr*d ! whofe vengeance takes account 
Of facred order*s violated laws. 486 

See where he calls thee^ burning to be gone. 
Fierce to exhauft the tempeft of his wrath 
On yon devoted head. But thou, my child, 
Controul his cruel frenzy, and proteft 490 

3 ' Thy 
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Thy tender charge ; that when dcfpair Ihall gralp 
His agonizing bofom, he may learn. 
Then he may learn to love the gracious hand 
Alone fulEcient in that hour of ill, 
To fave his feeble fpirit ; then confcfs 495 

Thy genuine honours, O excelling fair ! 
I When all the plagues that wait the deadly will 
Of this avenging daemon* all the ftorms 
Of night infernal, ferve but to difplay 
The energy of thy fuperior charms 500" 

With mildcft awe triumphant o'er his rage. 
And fiiining clearer in the horrid gloom. 



Here ceas'd that awful voice, and foon I felt 
The cloudy curtain of refrclhing eve 
Was clos*d once more, from that immortal fire 50J 
Sheltering my eye-lids. Looking up, I view'd 
A vaft gigantic fpeftre ftriding on 
Thro* murm'ring thunders and a wafte of clouds, 
With dreadful aftion* Black as night his brow 
Relentlefs frowns involved. His favage limbs 510 
With (harp impatience violent he writh'd. 

As 
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As thro' convulfive anguifh ; and his hand 

ArmM with a fcorpion-lafh, full oft he rais'd 

In madnefs to his bofom \ whiie his eyes 

Rain'd bitter tears, and bellowing loud he fhook 515 

The void with horror. Silent by his fide 

The virgin came. No difcompofure flirr'd 

Her features. From the glooms which hung around. 

No ftaln of darkiiefs mingled with the beam 

Of her divine eftulgence. Now they ftoop 520 

Upon the river-bank ; and now to hail 

His wonted guefts, with eager fteps advancM 

The unfufpefting inmate of the Ihade. 

As when a famifh'd wolf, that all night long 
lad rang'd the Alpine fnows, by chance at morn 525 ' 
Sees from a clifiF incumbent o'er the Imoke 
)f fome lone village, a neglefted kid 
That ftrays along the wild for herb or fpring ; 
)own from the winding ridge he fwceps amain, 
Lnd thinks he tears him : fo with tenfold rage, 530 
"he monfter fprung remorfelefs on his prey, 
tmaz'd the ftripling Hood : with panting bread 

F Feebly 



82 The PLEASURES 

Feebly he pour*d the lamentable wail 
Of helplefs confternation, ftruck at once. 
And rooted to the ground. The queen beheld g^s 
His. terror, and with looks of cend'reft care 
AdvancM to favc him. Soon the tyl-ant felt 
Her awful pow*r. His keen^ tempeftuous arm 
Hung nervclefs, nor dcfcended where his rage 
Had aim*d the deadly blow : then dumb retired 540 
With full^n rancour. Lo ! the fov*reign maid 
Folds "mth a mother's arms the fainting boy. 
Till life rekindles in his rofy cheek; 
Then grafps his hand, and chears him with her tongue^ 

O wake thee, rouze thy fpirit ! Shall the fpite 545 
Of yon tormentor thus apall thy heart. 
While I, thy friend and guardian, am at hand 
To refcuc and to heal ? O let thy foul 
Remember, what the will of heav'n ordains 
Is ever good for all ; and if for all, ^50 

Then good for thee. Nor only by the warmth 
And foothing funfliine of delightful things. 
Do minds grow up and flourifh. Oft mifled 

By 
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By that bland lights the young unpraftis'd views 

Of reafon wander thro' a fat;ai road, 555. 

Far from their native aim : as if to lye 

Inglorious in the fragrant fhade, and wait - 

The foft accefs of ever- circling joys, 

Were all the end of being. Aflc thyfelf. 

This pleafmg error did it nfever lull 560 

Thy wilhes ? tlas thy confidant heart refused 

The filken fetters of delicious eafe ? 

Or when divine Euphrofyn6 appeared 

Within this dwellirig, did not thy defires 

Hang far below that meafure of thy fate, ^65 

Which I reveaVd before thee ? and thy eyes. 

Impatient of my Counfels, turn away 

T6 drink the foft effufion of her fmiles ? 

Know then, for this the everlafling fire 

Deprives thte of her pfefence, and inftead< 57a 

O wife and ftiil benevolent F ordains 

This horrid vifage hither to purfue 

My fteps ; that fo thy nature may difcern 

Its real good, and what alone can feve 

Thy feeble fplnt in this hour of Jit 57$ 
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From folly tod defpair. O yet belov'd ! 

Let not this headlong terror quite o'erwhelm 

Thy fcatter'd powVs ; nor fatal deem the rage 

Of this tormentor, nor his proud aflault, 

While I am here to vindicate thy toil^ 580 

Above the generous queftion of thy arm. 

Brave by thy fears, and in thy weaknefs flrong. 

This hour he triumphs ; but confront his mig^t. 

And dare him to the combat, then with eafe 

Difarm'd and quell'd, his ficrcenefs he refigns 585 

Ta bondage and to fcorn : while thus inur*d 

By watchful danger, by unceafing toil, 

Th' immortal mind, fuperior to his fate. 

Amid the outrage of external things. 

Firm as the folid bafe of this great world, ^50 

Refts on his own foundations. Blow, ye winds ! 

Ye waves ! ye thunders ! rowl your tempeft on 5 

Shake, ye old pillars of the marble Iky ! 

Till all its orbs and all its worlds of fire 

Be loofen*d from their feats 5 yet ftill ferene, 595 

Th' unconquer*d mind looks down upon the wreck. 

And ever ftronger as the ftorms advance. 

Firm 
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■ Firm thro' the clofing ruin holds his way. 
Where nature calls him to the deftin'd goal. 



K 



So fpake the goddefs ; while thro* all her frame 
Ccelcftial raptures flow'd, in every word, 601 

In every motion kindling warmth divine 
To feize who liften^d. Vehemcnc and fwift 
As light'ning fiies the aromatic ihade 
L] Ethiopian fields, the ftripling felt 60^ t 

Her inlpiration catch his fervid foul. 
And darting from his languor thus exclaim'd. 

l 

■ Then let the trial come ! and witnefs thou, 
r If terror be upon me; if I fhrink ' - 

To meet the ftorm, or faulter in my ftrength 610 ' 
L When hardeft it befets me. Do not think ^ 

PThat I am fearful and infirm of foul, **^ "^ 

As lare thy eyes beheld : for thou haft changed *' • 
My nature 4 thy commanding voice has wak'd 
My languid powVs to bear me boldly on, 615 

Where'er the will divine my path ordains 
Thro' toil or peril: only do not thou ' "' * ' ^* 
F ^ Forfake 



r 
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Forfake me ; O be thou for ever near. 

That I may liftcn to thy facrcd voice. 

And guide by thy decrees my conftant feet. 620 

But fay, for ever are my eyes bereft ? 

Say, fhall the fair Euphrofyne not once 

Appear again to charm me ? Thou, in heaven ! 

O thou eternal arbiter of things ! 

Be thy great bidding done : for who am I 625 

' To queftion thy appointment ? Let the frowns 
Of this avenger every morn o'ercaft 
The chearful dawn, and every evening damp 
With double night my dwelling -, I will learn 
To hail them both, and unrepining bear 63a 

His hateful prefence : but permit my tongue 
One glad requeft, and if my deeds may find 
Thy awful eye propitious, O reftore 
The rofy-featur'd maid ; again to chear 

• This lonely feat, and blefs me with her fmilcs. 6^5 

He fpoke ; when inftant thro' the f^ble glooms 
With which that furious prefence had involved 
The ambient air, a flood of radiance came 

Swift 
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Swift as the light'ning flafh; the melting clouds 
Flew divcrfe, and amid the blue ferene 640 

Euphrofyne appeared. With fprightly ftep 
The nymph alighted on th' irriguous lawn. 
And to her wondVing audience thus began. 

Lo ! I am here to anfwer to your vows. 
And be the meeting fortunate ! I come 645 

With joyful tidings; we fhall part no more — 
Hark ! how the gentle Echo from her cell 
Talks thro' the cliffs^ and murmuring o'er the ftream 
Repeats the accents ; we fhall part no more. 
O my delightful friends ! w^ll-pleas*d on high 650 
The father has beheld you, while the might 
Of that ftern foe with bitter trial prov'd 
Your equal doings ; then for ever fpalce 
The high decree : that ihou, coeleftial maid ! 
Howe'er that griefly phantom on thy fteps 655 

May fometimes dare intrude, yet never more 
Shalt thou defcending to th' abode of man. 
Alone endure the rancour of his arm, 
Or leave thy lov*d Euphrofyne behind, 

F 4 JShe 
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^ She ended ; and the whole romantic fcene 660 
Immediate vaniih'd : rocks, and woods, and rills. 
The mantling tent, and each myfterious form 
Flew like the pi6lures of a morning dream. 
When fun-{hine fills the bed. A while I flood 
Perplexed and giddy •, till the radiant pow'r 665 
Who bade the vifionary landfcape rife. 
As up to him I turn'd, with gentleft lool^s 
Preventing my inquiry, thus began. 

There let thy foul acknowledge its complaint 
How blind, how impious ! There behold the ways 
Of heavVs eternal deftiny to man, 671 

For ever juft, benevolent and wife z 
That Virtue's awful fteps, howe'er purfued 
By vexing fortune and intrufive Pain, 
Should never be divided from her chafl, 6y5 

Her fair attendant, Pleasure. Need I urge 
Thy tardy thought through all the various round 
Of this exift^nce, that thy foft'ning foul 
^t length may learn what energy the hand 

Of 
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Of virtue mingles in the bitter tide 680 

Of paffion fwelling with diftrefs and pain. 

To mitigate the ftiarp with gracious drops 

Of cordial pleaTure ? Afk the faithful youth. 

Why the cold urn of her whom long he lov*d 

So often fills his arms ; fo often draws 685 

His lonely footfteps at the filent hour. 

To pay the mournful tribute of his tears ? 

O ! he will tell thee, that the wealth of worlds 

Should ne-er feduce his bofom to forego 

That facred hour, when dealing from the noife 690 

Of care and envy, fweet remembrance fooths 

With virtue's kindeft looks his aking breaft. 

And turns his tears to rapture Afk the croud 

Which flies impatient from the village-walk 

To climb the neighboring cliffs, when far below 6g^ 

The cruel winds have hurled upon the coafl 

Some helplefs bark j while facred pity melts 

The genVal eye, or terror*s icy hand 

Smites their diflorted limbs and horrent hair 5 

While every mother clofer to her breaft 700 

Catches her child, and pointing where the waves 

Foam 
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Foam thro* the fliatter*d vcffel, flirieks aloud 

As one poor wretch that fpreads his piteous arms 

For fuccour, fwallow'd by the roaring furge, 

As now another, dafh'd againft the rock, 70J 

Drops hfclefs down : O deemeft thou indeed 

No kind endearment here by nature giv'n 

To mutual terror and compaffion's tears ? 

No fweedy-melting foftnefs which attra^ls^ 

0*er all that edge of pain, the focial powVs 

To this their proper aftion and their end ? 

— Alk thy own heart j when at the midnight hour, 

Slow thro* that ftudious gloom thy paufing eye 

Led by the glimm*ring taper moves around 

The facred volumes of the dead, the fongs *ji 

Of Grascian bards, and records writ by fame 

For Grascian heroes, where the prefent pow'r 

Of heav'n and earth furveys th' immortal pagc^ 

Ev*n as a father bleffing, while he reads 

The praifes of his fon. If then thy foul, 72 

Spurning the yoke of thefe inglorious days, 

Mix in their deeds and kindle with their flame ; 

Say, when the profpeft blackens on thy view, 

Whci 
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When rooted from the bafe, heroic ftatcs 

Mourn in the duft and tremble at the frown 725 

Of curft ambition ; when the pious band 

Of youths that fought for freedom and their fires 

Lie fide by fide in gore ; when ruffian-pride 

Ufurps the throne of juftice, turns the pomp 

Of public powV, the majefty of rule, 73a 

The fword, the laurel, and the purple robe. 

To flavifli empty pageants, to adorn 

A tyrant*s walk, and glitter in the eyes 

Of fuch as bow the knee ; when honour'd urns 

|0f patriots and of chiefs, the awful bufl: 735" 

And ftoried arch, to glut the coward-rage . 

Of regal envy> ftrew the public way 

With hallow'd ruins ^ when the mufe's haunt, 

The marble porch where wifdom wont to talk 

With Socrates or TuUy, hears no more, 740 

Save the hoarfc jargon of contentious monks. 

Or female fuperftition's midnight pray'r 1 

When ruthlefs rapine from the hand of time 

Tears the deftroying fcythe, with furer blow 

To fweep the works of glory from their bafe ; 745^ 

Till 
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Till.dcfolation o'er the grafs-grown ftreet 

fiicpands his raven-wings, and up the wall. 

Where fenates once the pride of monarchs doom'd, 

Hi0es the gliding fnake thro' hoary weeds 

That clafp the mould'ring column j thus defaced, 750 

Thus widely mournful when the profpeft thrills 

Thy beating bofom, when the patriot's tear 

Starts from thine eye, and thy extended arm 

In fancy hurls the thunderbolt of Jove 

To fire the impious wreath on Philip's brow, 755 

Or dafti Oftavius from the trophied car ; 

S^y, does thy fecret foul repine to tafte 

The big diftrefs ? Or would'ft thou then exchange 

Thofe heart-ennobling forrows for the lot 

Of him who fits amid the gaudy herd 760 

Of mute barbarians bending to his nod. 

And bears aloft his gold-invefted front. 

And fays within himfelf, " P am a king, 

^' And wherefore fhould the clam'rous voice of woe 



Philip.'] The Macedonian. 

^^ Intrude 
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" Intrude upon mine ear ? — The baleful dr^ 765 

Of thefe late ages, this inglorious draught 

Of fcrvitude and folly, have not yet, 

Bleft be th* eternal ruler of the world ! 

Defil'd to fuch a depth of fordid fhame 

The native honours of the human foul, jjo 

Nor fo effac'd the image of its fire. 



End of the SECOND BOOK. 
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LEA SURE in ohferving the tempers and man- 
ners of men J even where vicious or abfurd\ v, i, 
to 14. ^he origin of vice^ from falfe reprefenta- 
tions of the fancy ^ producing falfe opinions con- 
cerning good and evil\ v. 14, to 62. Inquiry into 
ridicule 'y v. 73, The general fources of ridicule 
in the minds and charaSers of men^ enumerated \ 
' V. 14, to 240- Final caufe of the fenfe ^f ridi- 
cule-j V. 263. The refemblance of certain afpeSs 
ef inanimate things to the fenfations and properties 
of the mind'y v. 282, to 311. The operations 
of the mind in the production of the works ofima^^ 
gination^ defcribed-y v. 358, to 414. The fecon-- 
dory pleafure from imitation ; to v. 436. The 
benevolent order of the world illuftrated in the ar- 
bitrary conne5Iion of thefe pleafures with the 
objeSs which excite them ; v. 458, to 514.. The 
nature and condu£l of tafte\ v. 515, to 567. Con- 
cluding with an account of the natural and moral 
advantages refulting from afenftble and well-formed 
imagination. 
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.*» T^ 7 H AT wtmder tlicrefor^ fint€lVittd«ring ties 
Vy Of paffibhr^iiik the univBrfalltihd 
Qf maafo ciofe, what, wonder if toigarcli . ,.. 
.This; common nature thro' the ranoos chaage ^ 
"^f fex, and age,, and fortune, and th?. friMPC „ 5 
,X)f^^ach peculiar, draw the bufy mind - 
** With unrcfifted (zharms ? The fpacious weft, 
^^|id all the teeming regions of the fouth 

G Hold 
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Hold not a quarry, to the curious flight 

Of knowledge, half fo tempting or fo fair, ' le 

As man to man. Nor only where the fmiles 

Of love invite -, nor only where th* applaufe 

Of cordial honour turns th' attentive eye 

On virtue's graceful deeds. For fince the courfc 

Of things external ads in different ways 15 

On human apprehenfions, as the hand 

Of nature tempered to a different frame 

Peculiar minds ; fo haply where the pow'rs 

Of fancy neither leflcn nor enlarge 

The 



' * wbere the powers 
Of fanc^, ki,'\ Tbc inPtteiictt of dit imagmaticm cm die coa* 
du6t of life» is one of the mod important points in 2iK)ra]^{>hjlo- 
fophy. It were eafy by an indudUon of fa£ls to proye that the 
imaginaticAi direAs almoft all the paifiotis, and rBOtiCi with a!- 
xnoft eyery circumilanoe of adlion orpleafiu^. LettM]rmatt« 
even of the coldeil head and fobereft indoftryy analyfe the idta. 
of certain degrees of decency, beauty and order, varioafly com- 
bined into one fyflem, the idol which he feeks xxk injof by It* 
boar, hazard, and felf-denial. It is on this account of the la& 
confequehce to regulate thefe images by the ftandard of nature 

Mi 
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Tbe images of thing?* but paint in all ao 

Their genuine hues, the features wbi^b they W4?rc 
In nature 5 there Condon will b^ true. 
And a6Hon right* For a(5i:ion triads thf p^th 
In which opinion by$ h^ follows good> 

Or 



tod thegeneifal good; otherwife the imagination, by heighten- 
ipg fome objeds beyond tjiwr€»l excellci>cp and. beaiUy, or by 
teprefenting oth/srs in a roorcj odioi^is pr terribly (hape.thi&n thcjr 
d^fenre, may of co^rfe eiigage Us in pl^raits utterly inconfiilenft 
with the moral order of things. 

If it be objp^d ti.attJvis ap-cojint of things fuppofej the p^f- 
^QAS tp be merely accidental, wherea^s there appears in fome a 
t>atttral smd hereditary difpoiklon tp certain paiSons prior to aU 
circ»mft.anGe3 of educatiopr or fortune j it may be anf^er'd, that 
tj^p' no m^« is \>Qxnam,hitiovs ox a mi/jgr, yet he may inherit from 
1^9 parents a peculiar temper or comple^on of mjnd, which 
f^dH render his imagination more liable to be fli-uck with {bm^e 
p^cular objfi^s, confe^uently difpofe him to form opinions 
9f gp9i and UU and entertain paffions of a particular turn* 
Sffoip mw> for inftawcc, by the original frame of their mind?, 
lire moi^ ikii^^^d with the vaft and magnificent, others on the 
cpnjraiy with the ejegant and gentje afpe^s of «aturc. And i* 
fa v^ remarkable, that the difpofition of the moral ppwers i^ 
^Wayi iimilar to this of the imagination ; that thofc who are^ 
moft ihclin-d to admire prodigious and fuUime objects in thi^ 
j^yiical world, are alfo mod inclined to applaud examples of 

G 2 fortitude 



mMimm& 



^ "irt; ??w?j:ya^ w^j-a^'ct^^a^; aj:i:i- 'ViaK<>-,-j^:^S3j^.i 



-^^^^'""^•'-^ 



^V^a^:.^>.a.:^C.^I^^>^.V:-:^ 



